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The theme of this Eighth LCJE international conference is Jewish Evangelism. And I am thankful for the organizers of this conference that they have added the parable of the Good Samaritan as one of the subjects. I think that we all agree that while we see our mission as reaching out to our Jewish people, and while we concentrate our efforts on them, we can not ignore others that God puts in our way. We ought not to forget our neighbors also when it comes to evangelism. 

In the last two centuries we witnessed or heard of several revolutions in our world. Most revolutions such as the Islamic revolution in Iran where I personally witnessed in its early stages, were done via bloodshed, killing, and often robbing. The word revolution itself comes from the Latin word revolutio which means “turn around”. The modern Hebrew word maepekha used for revolution also denotes the same idea of turning around or opposite. It can basically be defined as a means to achieve social or economical changes or turn around. It is the way by which people try to achieve what they cannot achieve in a usual way. 

Christ was a revolutionary, and his message was revolutionary. He was revolutionary in the way that he taught, in the things that he did, and in the way in which he behaved. There is no doubt that he brought a revolution, one whose effects we see today and forevermore. When the people heard him teach they were amazed, because he taught with authority. When he cast out demons or quieted the storm, the people were astonished by his power. But he also brought a social turn​about by his teachings and actions. 

Christ changed the social status of various groups of people. He was the friend of sinners. In his time three groups of people from among the Jewish people were considered outcasts. These were the tax-collectors, the shepherds and the women. And in his unique way He gave them a prominent place. The books of the New Testament start with the Gospel of Matthew, who was a tax collector. The shepherds were the first ones who came to the new born King and presented him with gifts and worshiped him. And the women were the first missionaries, since they were the first to see the empty tomb, and ran to the disciples to tell them, “He is Risen!” 

However, Jesus’ peaceful, gentle social revolution extended beyond Jewish society and included an other cast down group, namely the Samaritans. In John 4, he goes into the Samaritan city and initiates a conversation with a woman. That ended many in the city believing that Jesus is the Savior of the world. Considering the rivalry that existed at the time between Jews and Samaritans, it was revolutionary for Christ to go into their city and even to stay there for two days. For Christ there were no geographical, social, or ethnic boundaries, and certainly none that could not be crossed over. And therefore we should not be surprised that in the parable before us, Jesus uses a Samaritan as the one who helps the wounded man, who most likely was a Jew. 

In light of these facts we hopefully can gain a deeper understanding of the parable of the Good Samaritan, found in Gospel of Luke 10:25-37. 

Luke 10:25-37 
And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How do you read it?" 27 And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself." 28 And he said to him, "You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live." 29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.' 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?" 37 He said, "The one who showed him mercy." And Jesus said to him, "You go, and do likewise." (ESV) 

The parable 
This parable is a bit different than others in that it is a story within a story. Dr. Luke began by telling us that a lawyer, the kind that is skilled in the Mosaic Law, comes to test Jesus by asking an innocent question. The purpose was not to discover or to learn, but to test and to cause the Teacher to stumble. Jesus knew the heart of the man, as John the evangelist tells us, But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people (John 2:24). So as it was often Jesus method, he answered the question by another question, a question that began with a story and ended with a self explanatory answer. At the end the specialist in the law fell into the trap. He received the answer, "You go, and do likewise" but obviously was not happy with it. You can never win an argument with Jesus, who is the word, the Logos. 

In this parable the lawyer begins by asking the most important question, though with wrong intention and motive. He asks “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” I do not recall the last time, or even the first time that someone asked me this question. Asking this question is admitting that one is at least seeking to inherit the eternal life, if not more than that. And the “law expert” was far from being there. 

Though Jesus answer-by-question should not surprise us, it is interesting to note that Jesus refers him back to the scriptures, to the Law. For Jesus, who was the Word, the scriptures had a place of supremacy, and he often used it to answer questions. He held them in high regard. He takes the lawyer to his familiar field, and as expected the man knows the right answer, but still his heart is not there. If the lawyer had been satisfied by the answer, without feeling that he needs to justify himself, then he might have been satisfied or have stopped at Jesus answer "You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live." But going one more step, asking "And who is my neighbor?" he gets a parable as an answer. 

The parable is not about doing good, but about who we should consider our neighbor, since we are commanded to love our neighbors. We often like to put boundaries and limit the extension of God's commands. Would it not be easy if I had to do good only to those who are part of my family, or live within a certain distance? Would it not be easy if I had to forgive only seven times? Apparently, the law-expert was hoping that Jesus would tell him, “well your neighbor is only your family members”, or those that live within 3 miles, or at most only the covenant people, the Jews.” But Jesus expanded and extended and did not limit. Your neighbor is anyone who needs your help, and whom you can help. The Samaritan acted as a true neighbor to the wounded person, lying at the side of the street. When it comes to who my neighbor is there is no social, ethnic, economical or any other boundary that should limit me, or should prohibit me from extending a helping hand. 

The scriptures of the Old and New Testament give us a picture of the enmity between the Jews and the Gentiles. The beginning of that enmity began at the time of the last king of Israel, Hosheai. In II Kings 17:24 we read that when the king of Assyria conquers the Samaria and exiles the people of Israel he also sends people from Babylon and other cities to settle in Samaria. After some time the two people intermarry and as a result when the Israelites come back from the exile, they do not recognize the people in Samaria as Jews. In the years the tense relationship becomes even tenser, when a rival “temple” is built in Samaria. The depth of that enmity can be seen in the words of the James and John when they come to the Samaritan village that did not receive Jesus the Jew, and said “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” Luke 9:54. These are strong words coming not from Peter, but from James and John. 

In light of this background and the history we now can see the importance of Jesus example and in his brining three characters into the story – the priest, the Levite and the Samaritan. 

In our modern cyberspace times we are all super busy. For many of us there are good things that we do for the Kingdom's work. At the first glance we might sympathize with the priest and the Levite who were also busy doing the work of the Lord: the injured man was a hindrance to their immediate ministry. Not knowing who he was, they could have defiled themselves, and after all may be even he was dead, and this would have disqualified them from serving in the temple. Can you imagine any thing more important than the work of the priest and Levites in the temple? After all sacrifices had to be made, praises to the Lord had to be sung, and offerings had to be made to the Holy God. All of these were important enough to leave the injured man by himself. They had a very important task at the temple in Jerusalem. No doubt someone else could help the injured guy, after all they were the priest and the Levite, and God cannot expect them to do a mundane task of taking care of an unknown injured, half dead stranger! 

But then the third character in the narrative is the Samaritan man, who comes to the same place. Unlike the other two he does not pass to the other side of the road, but rather checks the injured guy and takes care of his wounds. The key in this parable in my opinion is the words, and when he saw him, he had compassion. The Greek work used for compassion in the parable ( εσπλαγχνισθη ) is the same word that is used often for what Jesus felt about the crowd that he saw. In Matthew 9, after Jesus traveled to the various towns and cities, teaching and healing (v. 35), he then had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd (v. 36). Also when Jesus sees the dead son of the widow from Nain, her only son, he has compassion on them. In this case and in other cases the word is used in referring to Jesus and how he responded to the needs of the people. It is interesting to note that the word is also used in the parable of prodigal son. When the father from a distance sees his son, he has compassion on him – But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him (Luke 15:20). In all the places where we come across this word, it is always preceded by the act of seeing. The person sees and has compassion. 

In our parable the Samaritan sees the person and based on what he sees he has compassion on him. That compassion causes him to act. We can see why Jesus said that the eye is the lamp of the body (Matt. 6:22). Through the eyes, the Samaritan had compassion. He did not feel compassion, he had compassion. He not only took care of his wounds, but gave him a ride to the nearby inn and there continued to take care of him. Furthermore, he paid the inn keeper for the extra days that the man needed to recover. The Samaritan man wanted to make sure that his "new neighbor" was taken care of as long as needed. He truly went the extra mile. He was willing to go the extra mile, even though there was a price to pay. 

Unlike the other two who passed to the other side of the street, the Samaritan had a good sense of his priority. He realized that at this point in time, though he has a business meeting to attend and though he might lose on an important deal, there was something far more important that here and now he needs to take care of – a man is lying half dead in the middle of the road. 

When Jesus asks the law expert who acted as the neighbor to the injured man, he received the right answer. He answered “The one who showed him mercy.” It would have been too hard to expect him to say the Samaritan, but nevertheless he gave the correct answer. The Samaritan was the true neighbor because he was the one who showed him mercy. 

The lesson for us is that when it comes to helping and having mercy, there are no limits. We need to help and show mercy to anyone that God brings to our path, no matter what nationality, what race or what religion he is from. We cannot discriminate against any person. Just as God in his mercy and goodness pours the rain on all men, so we should be willing to give to all who need. 

The words of Jesus echoes to us even today and here – You go, and do likewise. We need to open our eyes to see the need of the people that are around us. Though we all have our schedules and tasks we need to be flexible in allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us to those who need our attention, who are not written in our diaries or PDA's. Are we willing to open our eyes to see and to have compassion on people? And are we willing to act as their neighbor? I hope so.© 

David Zadok David@ha-Gefen.org.il 
203 

