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More than 360 Christian leaders from over sixty countries took part in the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization (LCWE) Bi-Annual International Leadership Meeting, a planning session in Budapest, Hungary from June 18 through June 2007. This gathering combined alumni from Lausanne I (1974), Lausanne II (1989), Singapore Conference of Young Leaders (1987), Younger Leaders Conference in Malaysia (2006), and many other leadership meetings over the course of the last 33 years. The meeting was an opportunity for leaders to pray, plan, and work together toward Lausanne III: Cape Town 2010, the Third International Congress on World Evangelization which will take October 16-25, 2010. 

I was there as one of the representatives of three groups of alumni – a member of the LCWE going back to 1978, a planner and participant in the 1987 Younger Leader’s Conference in Singapore and as a charter member of the LCJE Network which had its roots at the Consultation On World Evangelism (COWE) in Thailand in 1980 and the subsequent meeting there in 2004. 

Rev. S. Douglas (Doug) Birdsall, LCWE Executive Chair said early on in the conference that this gathering was “about much more than sharing statistics and data, but rather about gaining wisdom and vision from church leaders around the world in relation to global evangelization.” 

We heard reports from the Strategy Working Group of Lausanne and their discussions over the past two years which centered on strategically looking at the promises and challenges in world evangelization. They rightfully pointed out that there was much to be done in reaching the major religious blocs of the world – Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism. I thought, as I listened, that while our religious bloc doesn’t have the “billions” of adherents, reaching Jews is strategically important and should be key on the radar for world evangelism thinkers in LCWE. I look forward to hearing that articulated at our meetings this week. 

Some of the issues mentioned by this working group included: 

-Providing Scriptures for the 3,000 language groups who don’t have even one verse of Scripture translated into their native tongue. 

-Oral learning. It was also pointed out that 60% of the world’s population are “oral learners” meaning they prefer to learn through music, poetry, proverbs and story telling” rather than through reading. Well, our people are literate. They are avid readers and writers. And while oral learning is important and relevant especially to a new generation of Jews it does not supplant written communication including blogs. 

-Taking the gospel to every people group. They looked at groups that have not engaged with the gospel and I couldn’t help but think that despite all our efforts, there are still many among our people group who are unengaged and how we need to work to creatively present the gospel message in a new and engaging way. 

-A new emphasis on all and every. The Strategy Working Group emphasized the biblical mandate that “He is not willing that ANY should perish but that ALL should come to repentance.” It is my prayer that the all and every include our Jewish people. 

The Theology Working Group also reported to the larger body on its thinking. Chris Wright, their chair, spoke about how our commitment in Lausanne is to practice what we believe, and to think about what we practice. He also quoted Doug Birdsall as say that “all our mission practice must be grounded in theological reflection and all our theology must result in missional outworking,” To this, Wright added, that both must be grounded in the Scriptures. 

He gave us an indication of where the Theology Working Group was headed in the next few years, leading up to Lausanne III in Cape Town. They will be taking the three phrases in the Lausanne ‘slogan’– ‘the whole church taking the whole gospel to the whole world’ and asking what we mean by them, and what are their practical and strategic implications. Three consultations with the whole gospel (2008), the whole church (2009) and the whole world (2010) will be held. He emphasized that we need to use the whole Bible as we explore this. 

It was refreshing, as a Jewish believer, to hear this Old Testament scholar speak so passionately about the “whole Bible.” He said that the Bible as a whole shows us God’s heart. And I can’t help but believe that this approach is not only good for Lausanne, but is good for our field in showing God’s heart for Jewish evangelism. 

The information shared and the advice sought from all those assembled made for a lively conference. Rev. Birdsall brought individuals up on the platform to give the larger body present an idea of who was there and whom they represented. Lausanne Deputy Directors for all the regions of the world were highlighted as were the planning and administration committee members. Special networks that have arisen out of the Lausanne move​ment, were also invited before the group. When my name was called, Doug Birdsall was quick to affirm that the Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism is the longest standing active network of LCWE. That says a lot. 

I thought back at that point to our earliest beginnings at the Lausanne gathering in Pattaya, Thailand in 1980 (more than twenty-five years earlier) when the task force was formed. When we began, we did not anticipate an organization that would be holding its eighth international conference with dozens of regional conferences in-between. Who could have imagined that together we would have generated hundreds of scholarly and strategic papers on issues germane to our field, forged cooperative ventures in evangelism, shared methods and materials, etc. Oh, of course we have a long way to go in meeting our ideal when it comes to a working network. But we are a key example in Lausanne of what the “spirit of Lausanne” is all about. 

What an honor it was to be there representing our movement and keeping Jewish evangelism on the front burner for these world leaders. 
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