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Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 
The challenge of writing on a passage that is foundational to our faith and ministries is no small task. Volumes have been written, lives over the ages have been invested and now as we prepare to leave from Hungary to return to our stations of duty, we hear once again the words of the apostle. My prayer from this brief search for gems is that we each rehearse again our calling, consider the personal challenges and obstacles we face, and then with God’s help intentionally choose to move forward for the sake of the lost. 

Before we get there, – as my uncle Mel used to say, “So nu, how’s business?” 
I grew up in a family where customer service was not just a mantra but a way of life. My grandfather, Arthur Cohen – or Bumpa to those who knew him best, worked in the jewelry business. One of my earliest memories is sitting on his knee at the watch repair bench. He could tear apart, repair and replace worn parts of fine Swiss pocket watches with the best of them. Even now, over 50 years later, I still picture his triple-lensed glasses propped on his nose. His diligence and training brought inanimate objects to life ticking away the seconds towards eternity. Those heirloom pieces were worthy of maintenance, quite unlike the throw away jobs people have today. 

My father, Robert Cohen, chose to not follow in Bumpa’s footsteps. He charted his own course to become an ophthalmologist. While in college, one of his fraternity mates at Sigma Alpha Mu invited him for a quick get away trip to southern California. There on a blind date, he met Barbara Louise Hyman. It was love at first sight and not too long after they were married. A few months later, I was conceived and that ended Dad’s college days. Bumpa took him into the family jewelry business where Dad learned the art of sales and customer service from some of the best. 

I was 13 in 1963 when Dad ventured out on his own and opened up Robert’s Jewelers at 11 West Kennewick Avenue in Kennewick, Washington. This was a family affair and we all pitched in. I started in the stock room, swept the floors, worked on affixing addresses to the “mailers”, hand made the bows and learned to become an expert gift wrapper. 

Two advertising campaigns still remain with me: 1) time spots on the radio. “Robert’s Jewelers correct time is 12 noon. It’s time for you to visit Roberts Jewelry for all your Jewelry needs” he had hundreds of those spots on air. 2) The “I Am Loved” campaign – which is still running today. 

When I was finally allowed onto the sales floor, my side of the store offered the costume jewelry and chatchkes. Dad’s side contained the watches and rings cases. His most important domain was the coveted diamond table. 
The diamond table was positioned behind the diamond counter so that couples could sit without distraction and examine the various stones and settings. The diamond table held the ultra-sonic cleaner, a diamond microscope, the velvet pad and a pair of locking tweezers. It was always warmer there because of the bright lights directly overhead. 

Should Dad be busy, I would entertain the potential customers until he was free and then oblige with the turn-over to “Mr. C.” As Dad got to know the customer, he would determine what style of stone they were looking for, the price range, and finally measure the ring size and present various ring settings. 

Dad had a working relationship with Sam Kamsley, a diamond dealer from New York City. Tens of thousands of dollars of stones were sent through the mail to our store “on speculation”. They did not have to be paid for until a sale took place. The pricing and grading of the stones was a mystery to me at my young age. The codes on the small envelopes containing packets of stones told pretty much the whole story – if you knew the code. 

Dad patiently explained the 4 “C’s” of diamonds that affected the value of a stone: 

Cut: the style of the diamond – round, marquise, pear shaped or rectangular 

Color: not all diamonds are clear some of the “fancy” stones have amazing coloring 

Clarity: stones are graded by an international standard from the highest of flawless, as seen through a 10X loupe, downward as imperfections become more and more visible 

Carat: the physical weight of the stone. The term comes from “carubis” referring to carob seed which was used to measure weights of precious stones. One carat equals 200 milligrams. 

Diamond FAQ’s 
Diamonds are made from earth’s most common element – carbon. The chemical difference between a lump of coal and a diamond is negligible. But the real differen​ce is that the stone has been exposed to immense heat and pressure in the bowels of the earth so that over very large periods of time it changes from fuel to one of the hardest substances found on earth. 

The difference is caused by the types of bonding between adjacent atoms to form varying types of crystalline structure. 

In diamond, each carbon atom is bonded to four other carbon atoms in a tetrahedral structure, like a pyramid. Each link or bond is the same length, and the tetrahedral formation is therefore completely regular. It is the strength and regularity of this bonding which makes diamond very hard, non-volatile and resistant to chemical attack. 

Theoretically, a perfect diamond crystal could be composed of one giant molecule of carbon. 

Today the mining process to locate diamonds is very labor intensive sifting through as much as 250 tons of sand, rock and gravel to find just one useable stone. 

Master diamond cutters today produce stones called Hearts on Fire, which are cut and polished so that no flaws are visible to 100x loupe, ten times that of normal stones. Hence the cost is significantly higher as time and materials are more. 

One very special diamond 
Jan and I met on a blind date in 1971. From the moment we met, I knew she was the one for me. Five months after we met, she was off traveling throughout Europe as soloist with her university chorale. That was the most miserable summer of my life. I called my father, told him I wanted to ask her to marry me. I did not even have her ring size, so I purchased a single marquis cut diamond. I drove up to Vancouver, BC to meet her charter flight back. She said yes and we had the diamond mounted shortly thereafter. I told her that if she was going to travel and sing, I would follow her the rest of my life. Little did either of us know what God had in mind back in 1971 … before I was a believer in Jesus! Jan thought she was marrying a soon-to-be lawyer. Today we like to say that I was freed from the law and saved by God’s grace. These rough stones known as Steve & Jan Cohen were being cut and polished for use by the Master Himself. 
Sifting through two hundred fifty tons of dirt and debris for one diamond 
I can’t imagine the huge effort of searching and sifting on that scale for such a small yield, but such is the diamond business. What does it take for humanity to be sifted so that a missionary comes to the surface? And at that a missionary to the Jewish people? Over six billion souls populate the earth, yet barely a handful of rough stones consecrated for God’s holy purpose. The Lord says, ”I will give you a new heart and a new mind. I will take away your stubborn heart of stone and give you an obedient heart. I will put My Spirit in you and will see to it that you follow My laws and keep all the commands I have given you." Ezekiel 36:26-27 
An ardent persecutor of the early church like Paul hardly seemed a viable candidate for the diamond table. An initial inspection might result in being tossed aside with the other rubble strewn over the landscape. But not so fast… 

Today, this very hour, as we consider the words of Paul to the Romans under the jewelers loupe, we clearly see that he poured his heart out on behalf of our people. He spoke to people of a different cut but the same substance: Romans, Jews, gentiles, men, women, bond and free. Some showed flaws through secular opposition towards our people. But they, too, were potentially high quality diamonds in the rough. God cut away the occlusions in our heart and polished the facets which refracted the heart of fire from within. 
The obvious parallel for you and me today is to take out a 100x spiritual loupe and honestly search out the flaws that might diminish the clarity -refraction and reflection -of the light that comes from the Lord. We are blessed to live in the forgive​ness of confessed sins! Each day we can approach the Lord in repentance seeking the removal of the grime and gunk which dulls the luster of our faith. Praise God this can be wiped away by the blood of the Messiah. 

As for the carat weight – how is the missionary’s faith, prayer, and heart’s desire measured? Certainly not in ounces or milligrams. It is measured in the crucible of a life offered in service to the Lord. That life sometimes under great pressure over long periods of time with great sacrifice. 

How about the color? Look around you 

– we come from various backgrounds, different races, different cultures, yet in Y’shua we are one in the Lord – of one substance, faith in God’s Son. 

So what? 
Most of us here are leaders in our various spheres of influence. Are we living up to the brightest Biblical facets of leadership – Discipline – Servanthood – Wisdom – Courage – Patience? 

Leaders are first followers. If I can not 

follow well, how can I lead well? Discipline begins at home – not the house, but the person. Many who leave missionary work do so not because they lack talents, but because there are large areas in their life not yielded to God through His Holy Spirit. These words of Amy Carmichael ring true to me… 

God, harden me against myself The coward with the pathetic voice Who craves for ease and rest and joy. Myself, arch-traitor to myself My hollowest friend My deadliest foe My clog, whatever road I go. 

Another facet of leadership is service. How strong is our serve? How do we evaluate our heart of putting others before myself? We are reminded to seek the Kingdom of God. The image I carry with me to this day is a poster I saw in a host’s home years ago. It is a kitten inside a large cup, paws and head peaking over the top with drops of milk clinging to its whiskers. The caption says, “I may not be able to do great things for God, but I can do small things in a great way!” Each morning a good start-up the day question might be – how is my serve coming along? 

Wisdom & Courage – two side-by-side facets which complement each other. Courage, being afraid in a given situation yet moving ahead with God’s strength. I recall my very first year as a missionary at Queens College in NYC. Each week I would go to that commuter campus of over 30,000 students nearly half being Jewish. There was much opposition, mostly vocal, but opposition none-the-less. Each morning before I would go to the campus the butterflies were churning away in my stomach, and I know the enemy was whispering thoughts to cause doubt in even trying to go. But the moment my toe touched the campus ground, God took over, went to work in my life, gave peace in the midst of struggle, and in the long run, he brought the victory – and the lessons to pass on to others. Surely many of you here share those same experiences, but how about today – do we substitute less important administrative activities for that which really makes a difference? How deep is this facet of our lives?? 

The jewelry business is not just about product knowledge; it is very much about customer service! This calls for patience. The objective is not to make one sale but to build life-time customers. Is it different for the missionary? While we certainly need to have specific training and knowledge of our craft, the application of that knowledge is what makes all the difference. Do we share a true heart’s desire not for a brief flash in the pan or a campaign soon over and done with, but with the goal of making disciples? We are not called to “love-‘em and leave ‘em, but to love them and lead them!” 

Perhaps we might each self-evaluate what I call the 5 “C’s” of missionary service: 

Character – having a good reputation takes years to build and seconds to destroy. May we be found faithful in building godly character in our service to God 

Compassion --identifying the spiritual void or lack in others and having the urgent desire to help 

Creativity – the ability to use our imaginations to adapt the various media available to us to amplify and express the Gospel message in ways that people hear and are urged to respond 

Consistency – the ability to maintain ministry standards and repeat the efforts over long periods of time while not being dissuaded or distracted from the ministry goals 

Cooperation – being willing and able to work with others to achieve greater gains for the Kingdom of God. 

Without Godly character, we are but clanging gongs making a racket in the night not affecting the lives of those near or not so near to us. Without compassion we become robotic in our activities, maybe even proficient, but with the wrong motivation – well let’s just say that others can see and we ourselves, if we are honest, certainly can tell. Creativity – has your ministry become stale, route, routine, even boring? We need to polish up our skills and clear away the debris of dullness and receive a fresh move of Gods spirit to reflect God’s light to new generations. 

Our mission efforts are not like a 40​yard dash, but much more like a tri-atholon 

– giving our all in three key areas: 1) to our God, 2) to our families, and 3) to our mission. We seek consistency as opposed to start/stop, or start/struggle/decide-it-is​too-much/quit. Missionary work is easier when we find cooperative partners to serve with us. Some of us would prefer to be lone rangers but then the work load gets too heavy and the cost to our efforts is too much. As we enlarge our circle of friends and partners, the load is shared and the joy of fellowship is a great blessing, indeed. 

The brilliance of a diamond is not found in shining its own light; it has none of its own! Brilliance and luster are seen in reflecting and refracting the light from an outside source. Put a diamond in a dark room and there is nothing to see. Let it bask in a wonderful light source and it’s true brilliance shines forward. So it is with the brilliance of our lives. When clean and polished, we can reflect brilliantly the glory of the Lord. 

Therefore… 
Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to
God for Israel is that they might be saved!
what say you?


Paul’s words cut deep and ring true. I pray that we wisely allow them to be etched afresh into our lives and ministries. O Lord, send your Spirit upon each of us, cleanse us of all impurities, create in us clean hearts and restore the joy of our salvation! 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses (diamonds in the mission field), let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Hebrews 12:1 

Appendix 
Appendix – or “perhaps a few things you wanted to know about diamonds but did not want to read in the body a paper like this one…” 

The first diamonds were found along rivers in India around 800 BC. There were called vajraz in Sanskrit meaning thunderbolt. The word diamond comes from the Greek Adamas, meaning unconquerable. Kings and royalty were some of the first to wear diamonds until it all changed in 1477 when Archduke Maximillan of Austria gave a diamond ring on the occasion of his engagement to Mary of Burgundy. The ring finger on the left hand is used because in ancient Egyptian mythology, the vein of love ran from the heart to the tip of the third digit on the left hand. 

The first recorded reference to diamond cutting was in Antwerp in the 1550. A ​“diamantaire” – the professional term for a diamond craftsman – begins as an apprentice who worked with an expert diamond cutter and polisher before being given responsibility for cutting diamonds on their own. The cutter stayed “at the bench” 

– meaning the cutting and polishing bench --for many years honing his skills and craftsmanship. 

During the hands-on training, a diamantaire learns how to assess rough diamonds. That means, looking at a rough piece to determine what kind of yield it will give, as well as making an educated estimate of the color and clarity of the finished diamond. A beautiful diamond is cut it so that there are the fewest inclusions (flaws inside the stone) and so that the faceting pattern captures and makes the best use of light to deliver maximum brilliance. During the cutting process a lot of carat weight is lost in diamond dust, which is why diamonds of high grading are so expensive. It takes a very well-trained eye to select good rough with an understanding of the value the finished stone will command, and years of experience to bring the most out of the diamond. 

The table is the top of the diamond; the crown the portion above the girdle which is the widest part of the stone, the pavilion is the portion below the girdle and the culet is the facet at the point which keeps the stone from fracturing. 

Facet names -crown facets 
Table: The largest and most important facet on a round brilliant cut diamond is the table. This is the topmost facet. It is, or should be, a symmetrical octagon. 

Star facets: Immediately surrounding the table, and adjacent to it are the eight star facets. Their name comes from the simple fact that, looking directly downwards, they form an eight pointed star shape around and including the table. On a well-proportioned diamond, the lines formed by the star facet edges will be completely straight. On an old cut diamond, or one with a relatively small table, these lines will appear to "bend" inwards, and with a table which is too large, they will appear to "bend" outwards, although this is not a prime consideration when judging proportion. 

Kite or bezel facets: The eight facets which reach from the table to the girdle, and which share facet edges with the star facets, are usually known as kite facets, because they are in the shape of a four sided kite, although some people call them bezel facets. 

Upper girdle facets: These are the sixteen crown facets which run around the girdle, and which also share a facet edge with the kite facets. 

Pavilion facets 
Main pavilion facets: Also often simply called pavilion facets, these are the eight large four-sided facets which run from the bottom point or culet, to the girdle. 

Lower girdle facets: These are the sixteen triangular shaped facets on the pavilion side of the diamond, which run around the girdle. They share a facet edge with the main pavilion facets. 

Culet: It is usual to regard and count the culet as a facet, even if it is actually a point. Some brillianteers regard it as preferable to polish a very small facet for the culet, in which case it should be octagonal. 

A well proportioned stone offers the greatest brilliance which comes from the refraction of light on the facets. All materials refract light (alter its angle). The amount by which light is refracted is an important feature of every gemstone. The measure of a material's refractivity is known as its refractive index.� Without going too deeply into physics, light travels at different speeds through different media. When light passes from one medium to another, its path is altered (bent) and it is said to be diffracted. 
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