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Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. It’s been a privilege to spend this day with you in work and in fellowship. It is no wonder that from the time of creation, work and fellowship was God’s divine design for himself and for man. 

Earlier today, I spoke to you about Jesus’ story, about how he saw himself, and how we are to tell his story to our suffering, broken world. This is the very heart of God, the heart of world evangelization. This evening I would like to focus our eyes upon how it is we are to tell his story in the Jewish people, the very apple of His eye. 

This evening I was asked speak to you about the parable of the Sower. This is perhaps one of my most favorite parables. Some of you may know that one of my greatest joy and satisfaction is to be at home and work in the yard. The physical labor, the satisfaction of rolling up your sleeves and seeing a job well done, working in partnership with the earth and with the Creator himself all creates a great sense of balance and harmony between mind, body, and soul – the way things ought to be. 

This is God’s perfect design and intention from the very beginning. From Genesis chapter one, we see the Creator creating and ordering the universe. As he created the earth and every living thing, each one had its place and design, and he blessed them to “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1.22). 

When he created man and woman, he blessed them also to “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1.28), however, his blessing did not end there. He commanded them to also “fill the earth and subdue it….every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it…all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground – everything that has the breath of life in it” (Gen 1.28-30). God blessed them to be as seed, i.e. to be fruitful and multiply, and also to care for all seed, i.e. to subdue and husband the earth. Man was to guard and care for every living thing. So this bond between the Creator, man, and the earth goes back to the very beginning of time. 

As Jesus taught from the parable, he was going back to the very basics of life, and of relationship between man, the Creator, and the rest of creation. Here in this parable, he is teaching about the very nature, the very secrets of the kingdom of God and how it will grow. This and the parable of the Tares are the only ones he explained in full, so we must pay close attention to what he is revealing in this parable. 

First, things first. When we look at the parable of the Sower, there are three basic elements: the soil, the sower, the seed. As this parable is primarily about the soil, and Jesus explains the meanings of the soils, I would like for us to look more closely at the sower and the seed. Let’s first take a closer look at the seed. The seed is the same throughout the parable. It is not the seed that changes the results, but the different soils. 

Also, the seed itself is divine in origin. Jesus reveals that the seed is the message of the kingdom of God (Matthew 13.19). As Charles Spurgeon wrote regarding both natural and supernatural seed, “[The sower] does not make his seed; it is given him by his divine Master. No man could create the smallest grain that ever grew upon the earth, much less the celestial seed of eternal life.” It is not created by man, but simply sown by man. We do not need to create the gospel or change and transform it, but simply faithfully sow it. 

When we continue to look at the seed, it is designed to be scattered, and scattered abundantly. In nature, seeds are created in huge quantities. Dandelions, pomegranates, watermelon, and fish eggs are great examples of the urge of nature to be fruitful and multiply in mass quantities. 

Seeds are also life-giving in their design. In each seed, there are food pockets to help nourish new life at the very beginning to help them take root. Seed also provides nourishment to man. When all other sources of nourishment fail, farmers look to their seed to sustain them. Even in the Bible during famine, Joseph’s brothers, as well as all of Egypt, turned to Joseph to purchase seed grain to sustain them. 

And in nourishment, there is promise. Each seed is full of power and possibility. As I’ve seen in clashes between nature and technology, man’s paving materials cannot withstand the power of a tree taking root. And as Jesus taught later on, in the spiritual realm, it only takes faith of a mustard seed to move mountains. 

Not only is seed divine in origin, designed to be scattered abundantly, life-giving and full of promise, it is a sacrificial investment. Each seed must die in order for the plant to take root and grow. This is true not only in nature, but also in the spiritual realm. Sacrifice necessary for the seed to grow (John 12,24; 15.13), but who has to make the sacrifice in order for the seed to grow? 

Surprisingly, in this parable, it is not the Sower. Although the sower here is pointing to Jesus himself, it can also be interpreted as anyone engaged in preaching the message of the kingdom of God. The role of the sower as depicted in this parable is not to break up ground, or plow, or fertilize the soil. It is simply to sow, to scatter seed abundantly regardless of the state of the soil. As Charles Spurgeon wrote: “If [the sower] knew where the best soil was to be found, perhaps he might limit himself to that which has been prepared by the pough of conviction; but not knowing men’s hearts, it is his business to preach the gospel to every creature – to throw a handful on the hardened heart, and another on the mind which is overgrown with the cares and pleasures of the world.” 

As Christ commanded, we are to preach the gospel to not just man, but to all creation regardless of their state or readiness to receive the gospel (Mark 16.15). 

It is to be expected that only a fraction of the ground will be fruitful. Not only is only a fraction of the soil “good,” but seeds themselves are designed to be scattered abundantly with the expectation that not all of them will be successful in taking root and growing to full maturity. It should be no surprise as even Jesus met with passionately divergent reactions. Either people loved what they heard from him and devoted their lives to him, or they sought to destroy him. We should expect no less than what he experienced in preaching the kingdom of God. 

However, whoever sows sparingly reaps sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap generously (2 Cor 9.6). This is the divine rule of nature. And the role of the sower is not to judge the soil, but to sow faithfully, abundantly, persistently in obedience to the Master. 

The sower is in partnership with the Creator and the Creator must grow the seed. It is not his role to grow the seed, but to care for it and protect it in hope and holy expectation of the harvest. Apart from the Creator, the sower can do nothing to make the seed grow. As Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing (John 15.5).” It is with this understanding of being in obedience to the Master and in partnership with the Creator can the sower persist in joyfully sowing, whatever the harvest may look like. And it is up to Master to tell if the job has been well done. 

No matter how the sower sows, or if the sower chooses to sow, the Creator is already at work before any sowing has even taken place. The Creator has created the seed. He has seen to having the field plowed, and he already knows that not all the ground will be fruitful. He has also promises us that his word will not come back empty (Isaiah 55.11). 

His Spirit has empowered the seed and as gone before us. His Spirit fore knows who will respond to the good news, and who will not. Ultimately the fruitfulness of the seed is in the Creators care, and we need only to be faithful to do what he has called us to do…to scatter abundantly. 

As Charles Spurgeon wrote: [the sower] has to leave the seed in the care of the Lord who gave it to him, for he is not responsible for the harvest, he is only accountable for the care and industry with which he does his work….Our duty is not measured by the character of our hearers, but by the command of our God. We are bound to preach the gospel, whether men will hear or whether they will forbear….Let men’s hearts be what they may the minister must preach the gospel to them; he must sow the seed on the rock as well as in the furrow, on the highway as well as in the ploughed field.” 

Although some would downplay the need for Jewish evangelism, saying the ground is too hard among Jews or wrongly say that salvation is now for non-Jews, this is not the heart of God. When people speak to me about the difficulties of evangelizing the Jewish people, it often echoes the difficulties of evangelizing the Japanese people I experienced in my years as a church planter there – the hardness of heart, and very little visible fruit. And yet this passage encouraged me to keep on preaching the gospel. 

The Jewish people are still the apple of God’s eye, they are for whom Christ came to preach the good news of the kingdom, and they are still those who need to hear the life-giving gift of the gospel. In the midst of what may seem to be very hard ground God continues to call us to be faithful in preaching the good news, because he will bring the harvest. 

And the Lord promises a great harvest, greater than we can ever imagine. Even in the grand revelation of the apostle John, the Jewish people, from every tribe, the perfect number of those redemmed are first to be enumerated before the great multitude (Revelation 7.4-8): “144, 000 from all the tribes of Israel. From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, From the tribe of Reuben 12,000, From the tribe of Gad 12,000, From the tribe of Asher 12,000, From the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, From the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, From the tribe of Simeon 12,000, From the tribe of Levi 12,000, From the tribe of Issachar 12,000, From the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, From the tribe of Joseph 12,000, From the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.” 

And it is with Israel will all those from every nation, tribe, people and tongue will worship the Lamb. 

This is our great hope, and this is the vision which we keep our eyes fixed upon as we continue to faithfully scatter the seed of the gospel among the Jewish people and the world, as he will be faithful to bring his people unto himself. 

To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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