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My wife Leena and I began reaching Russian Jews with God’s Word in 1994. 

We had many years of experience in publishing Bibles for specific people groups in Asia, Africa and South America. So when the Lord called us to develop a Bible for Jewish people, we knew it would be a Bible with a difference. Instead of a black cover with a cross, we put striking illustrations of the Star of David and a menorah. Then inside, on the very first pages, we included a selection of God’s eternal promises to the Jewish people, followed by the messianic prophecies and their fulfilment in Jesus. We called the book, “The Holy Scriptures”. 

From the outset, Leena and I saw the wonderful hand of God at work. It took six months to get everything ready for the printer, but we still had no money for the project! Then, quite unexpectedly, we became beneficiaries of a will, where a lady had designated money for the evangelization of the Jews. We were walking in prepared paths! The first printing was 30,000 copies. That was twelve years ago, and we rejoice at what the Lord has done – 347,000 Bibles since 1994. It’s a miracle!” These Bibles have gone to Russian Jews in the former Soviet Union, Israel, Germany, the USA, and Australia. 

The Omega project 
At the end of 2002, God began stirring us to intensify our efforts in Russia, and especially Siberia. In March 2003 we launched “The Omega Project”. From within Russia, we send out a postcard offering a free copy of our special edition of the Russian Bible. The vision the Lord had placed in our hearts was to offer a free copy of this Bible to every Jewish home in Russia. We have more than a million addresses available to us today, and by the end of April 2007 had mailed offer postcards to 750,000 Jewish homes in 36 cities and regions. Over 27,000 Jewish households have responded to the free offer and received a copy of this Bible. 

Testimonies 
We at MediaServe are so grateful for the help and partnership of other ministries. I recently visited Olavi Syvantö in Beesheba. He and his family have been spreading Bibles in Israel for many years. They have distributed almost 100,000 of our Russian Bible, and you can’t go very far in Israel today without seeing a copy. Olavi reminded us: “Most Jewish people come to faith through reading the Scriptures.” And the number of believers is growing in Israel – many of them Russian! The seed of God’s Word is being sown in good ground and bearing much fruit. 

From Russia itself, we receive many interesting letters. Here’s one from Naumova, a grateful recipient in the city of Perm. She writes: A year ago, I wrote asking for a Bible. I didn't believe in anyone or anything then. But The Highest turned towards me and I came to faith in God. I read the Bible a lot. I've learned to pray, and you know what? It became easier for me to live. 
R. Solomonovna in Nizhnevartovsk couldn’t believe the time would come in Russia when she could receive a Bible by mail. Thank you for this edition with the Star of David on the cover. Please send such a Bible to my daughter, so she will know that Jesus is a Jew and born of a Jewish woman! 
Some Russian Jewish people have only recently become aware of their “Jewishness”. Shabalina in Nizhnevartovsk writes: 

The friend of my youth just recently found out she is Jewish, because her parents hid this fact from her during the time of Communism. She is 50 years old now, and I have not seen her for about twenty years. I would like to ask you to mail her three copies of the “Holy Scriptures”: for my friend personally, for her mother and for her daughter. 
Igor Lisetskiy in Bratsk, Siberia writes: 

I am mailing this letter because my daughter has slightly damaged the postcard. I was surprised to get a postcard from you. I live in Bratsk and you wrote to me from St. Petersburg. How did you find me? For me it is a mystery. Anyway, I would like to get the Holy Scriptures. 
The Bible project is actually being used of God to locate Jewish people in Russia. One lady wrote: “I always felt that I was different, and my neighbours thought I was German. But now I know that I am a Jew!” It’s the first and middle names that give them away. 

Reaching Hebrew-speaking Jewish people 
We have just released a Hebrew edition of “The Prophets Speak” – the same compilation of God’s promises to the Jews and prophecies about the coming Messiah as featured in the Russian Bible. We have a wonderful sense that this is God’s time to begin reaching Hebrew-speaking Israelis with this compilation of Scriptures. Distribution is now under way through many different congregations and ministries in Israel. David and Karen Davis of Mount Carmel Assembly have asked for 4,000 copies. They told us that since the war with Hezbollah, Israelis are more open to hear about their Messiah. 

“For the Jew first…” 
The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. 

In the last few years, we have discovered that God pours out an extra blessing on ministry to the Gentiles, as we do what Paul says and go first to the Jew. Since we began going to Jewish people with God’s Word, we have witnessed a huge increase in the distribution of other literature: well over 50 million pieces, in partnership with others. 

Evangelist Sid Roth put it this way: “By going to the Jew first, it literally opens up a supernatural door of blessing for all people to come to know the Lord.” 
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