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My mother’s brother asked me how I, as a Jew, could believe

in Jesus. I replied logically: “I have discovered that Yeshua is the

promised Messiah; and in order to obey the God of Israel and be

a true Jew before Him, I have to place my faith in Him.”

“Why then,” he asked, “do the majority of our people not believe

in him? Don’t you think you should follow the majority view

of our people?”

I asked my uncle, “When did the majority of our people ever

get it right in all of our scriptural history? Even in the days of

Moses, only two other men were saved, Joshua and Caleb. The

rest of that generation died in the wilderness because of their

unbelief.

I could see pain in my uncle’s eyes. My faith in Jesus grieved

him because, in his mind, I was lost to our community. The main

barrier to Jews accepting Jesus is not theological; it is the fear that

a Jew who believes in Yeshua will no longer be a Jew. I did not

become a believer in Jesus to deny my Jewish identity; rather, I

affirmed it. We Jewish believers in Yeshua have an unbroken link

to all other Jews.

Affirming Our True Friends

When I was seven years old, a playmate who attended a religious

school asked me if I was Jewish. I replied, “Yes.”

“Well, I am not going to play with you anymore!” he responded

angrily.

“Why not?” I inquired.

“Because you crucified Jesus!” he yelled.

“Who is Jesus?” I asked him. I thought he must be some kid

on the block that I had inadvertently offended.

Later, I asked my mother, “Who is Jesus, and what does ‘crucified’

mean?”

My mother grew very serious and said, “Jesus is the god of

the Gentiles, who taught his people to hate the Jews.”

Sixty years ago, I came to faith in Yeshua out of my search for

truth; but to my surprise, my family and Jewish friends reacted

negatively because for them it was an issue of identity, not of theology.

After I became a believer, my mother said—with tears in

her eyes—“You are no longer a Jew.”

I asked her, “If I had become an atheist, would I still be a

Jew?”

“Yes!” she replied.

“But Mama, I believe in the writings of Moses and the Jewish

prophets. If an atheist who denies the existence of the God of

Israel is still considered a Jew, why can’t I believe that Jesus is our

Jewish Messiah and remain a Jew?”

My mother replied, “I only know what my rabbi father

taught me.” She explained, “When I was ten years old, my dying

father called me into his bedroom. He took my right hand and

placed it near his heart and made me promise that I would die a

Jew. I intend to keep that promise.”

On various occasions, my mother spoke angrily to me. Once

she said, “I should throw you out of the house.”

I replied, “That’s all right because God will take care of me.”

“Oy, I got a meshugener for a son,” she lamented.

My mother reconsidered. “If I throw you out of the house,

the police would arrest me and throw me into prison.”

I knew that the real reason she kept me home was because

she loved me and was hoping that I would outgrow my new faith.
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world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am

not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the

world, but that You should keep them from the evil one’” (NKJV).

Persecution against the Jewish people was begun by the

Emperor Constantine after he made the persecuted church the

state church (Encyclopedia Judaica, 1972, Vol. 9, p. 1119). In his

Popular History of the Jews, Professor H. Graetz wrote,

Constandius did not hesitate to say, “My will is the

law of the church, (my will) is religion.”

In the last analysis religious questions were not

decided by the church-fathers but by the eunuchs and

the women of the court. Under such conditions the

Jews could not expect fair treatment (p. 406).

From then on, the established state church was largely taken

over by Gentile unbelievers, though there were still true believers

in the Church. Consequently, some of the leaders of the Church

misrepresented Yeshua to the world by their evil deeds not only

against the Jews but also against true Christians. Foxe’s Book of

Martyrs is full of documentary evidence of the persecutions of true

Christians by the established state churches throughout history.

In fairness, the distinction between true and false Christians

must be recognized, because Bible-believing evangelicals are the best

friends of the Jewish people. There is a developing appreciation of

the affinity between Bible-believing Christians and Israel. An article

in the Jerusalem Post affirmed that America’s support of Israel

is due, not to the limited Jewish American vote, but rather to the

backing of Israel by tens of millions of American evangelicals.

The State of Israel has erected a memorial to righteous Gentiles

who sacrificed their freedom, their families, and even their

very lives to protect and save Jews from the hatred of Hitler and

his Nazi movement.

The evangelicals recognize the Jewish roots of faith and God’s

special love for Israel. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 9:4-5,

Much later, I discovered that Jesus was a Jew, a rabbi who had

lived in Judea. His proper name was Yeshua; and He taught love,

not hate.

Yeshua said to His Jewish disciples, “ ‘You have heard that it

was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But

I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to

those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute

you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; . . .’ ”

(Matt. 5:43-45, NKJV).

A true disciple of Yeshua is known by his sacrificial love. The

only way to understand what happened to the Church that so

changed it is to go back into history.

For the Church’s first three hundred years, the pagan Roman

Empire persecuted Christians. Believers were arrested, tortured,

had their property confiscated, and were executed—all

because of their faith in Jesus and their refusal to worship the

Emperor.

In A.D. 313, the Emperor Constantine declared Christianity

the Empire’s official religion, but it was not the triumph of Christianity

as some suggest. Instead, the Church was infiltrated by

nonbelievers and corrupted by political privilege and power. Constantine

attempted to entice everyone in the Empire to become a

Christian. Masses of pagans were conveniently “converted” overnight

—without repentance, a change of heart, or any instructions

from the teachings of Jesus.

“The simplicity of the Gospel was corrupted; pompous rites

and ceremonies were introduced; worldly honors and emoluments

(material compensations) were conferred on the teachers of Christianity,

and the kingdom of Christ in a great measure converted

into a kingdom of this world” (McClintock & Strong Encyclopedia,

Electronic Database, 2000; 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc.).

The leaders of Christianity made a fatal mistake by accepting

worldly status. They ignored our Lord’s words in His high priestly

prayer in John 17:14-15: “ ‘I have given them Your word; and the
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mies to preserve Israel. For example, Karl Marx wrote a book entitled

The World Without Jews. Marx asserted that anti-Semitism

would cease from the world if the Jews denied that they were God’s

chosen people. Stalin, when he became dictator of the Soviet Union,

took the opposite position by insisting that Jews are a nationality;

so, every Jewish baby was given a passport indicating his

nationality as Jewish.

Seventy years later, when atheistic Communism fell in the

Soviet Union, the Jewish population of those nations still knew

that they were Jewish, though they had very little knowledge of

rabbinic Judaism. They survived as a distinct people because God

would not allow them to be lost.

The Prophet Jeremiah reveals the secret of Jewish survival:

“This is what the LORD says, He who appoints the sun to shine

by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, who

stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the LORD Almighty is

His name: ‘Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,’ declares

the LORD, ‘will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a

nation before me’ ” (31:35-36).

This is what the Lord is saying: We Jews are Jews not because

of our race or religion; we are members of the Jewish nation

under a divine covenant that cannot be broken by anyone.

Rabbinic Tradition Tries to Insulate the Jewish People

The anti-missionary website TorahAtlanta.com declares,

What they (the missionaries) are preaching undermines

the survival of the Jewish people, since it

always leads to the assimilation of its believers. Since

missionaries will try to convince Jews that they can

accept Christian beliefs and still remain Jewish, they

will tell you: “YOU CAN BELIEVE IN JESUS AND

STILL BE JEWISH.” They want you to feel that a

belief in Jesus is very consistent with Judaism. They

“Who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants,

the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; of

whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ

came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen” (NKJV).

Evangelicals understand the common underpinning of their

faith with Israel and acknowledge their debt of gratitude. In the last

fifty years, my wife and I have ministered to evangelicals in eighteen

countries, and we are at home in all kinds of ethnic congregations.

I understand the evangelical heart and can give evidence of their

genuine affection for the Jewish people and the nation of Israel.

True Christians are the most reliable friends of the Jewish

people. May the day soon come when this friendship will be fully

understood by our people.

Affirming Our Birthright

A few years ago, when I spoke at a church in Saskatoon, the pastor

referred to me in his advertisement of the event as a “completed

Jew.” The local synagogue was in an uproar! The rabbi and

the president of the synagogue came to the pastor’s office with

fire in their eyes. Their objection was my assertion that after I

became a believer in Yeshua I considered myself a completed Jew.

The rabbi said to me, “Just say that you are no longer a Jew and

we will be happy with you.” I refused to accommodate his irrational

request.

Just before journalist Daniel Pearl was murdered by Islamist

terrorists, he declared, “My father is a Jew, my mother is a Jew,

and I am a Jew.” He died rather than deny his Jewish ancestry.

In my situation, I also can say that my father was a Jew, my

mother was a Jew, and I am a Jew—not only that, but my faith in

Jesus is also Jewish, so I will die as a Jew.

What is it that keeps us Jews from losing our identity? Down

through our Jewish history, there have been those who tried

unsuccessfully to destroy us as a people. God used even His ene-
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Let us be forthright: If Jesus is not the Jewish Messiah and

the true Shepherd of Israel, then all of Christianity is built on a

hoax and a fraud, which would demand that all Christian clergy

become honest people by resigning their ecclesiastical positions

and getting secular jobs.

The Jewish prophet Jeremiah predicted the necessity of a

new covenant because the old covenant was broken and made useless

by the disobedience of the Children of Israel at Mount Sinai:

“ ‘Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—

not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day

that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My

covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the

LORD’ ” ( Jer. 31:31-32, NKJV).

The New Covenant has better promises than the Old Covenant;

whereas the Old Covenant was written on stone, the new

one is written on the heart: “But this shall be the covenant that I

will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD,

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;

and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall

teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,

saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of

them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD; for I will forgive

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” ( Jer. 31:33-

34).

So it was not Yeshua or the Apostle Paul who abrogated the Sinai

Covenant, but the very Children of Israel, which necessitated a

new and better covenant made especially for imperfect humanity.

Affirming Our Community

Interestingly, rabbinic Judaism does not represent the majority of

Jews. Just look at the statistics. In Israel, fewer than 20 percent of

Israelis are identified with rabbinic Judaism; more than 80 percent

are secular Jews. In North America, almost 50 percent of young

will remind you that “if you were born a Jew, you will

die a Jew,” and you are only becoming a “completed

Jew” by believing in someone they feel was the Jewish

Messiah.

Rabbinic leaders have a fear of losing Jews through assimilation

into Christianity, but in reality they have lost far more Jews

through their traditions. Traditionally, if a child has a Jewish mother

and a Gentile father, then the child is declared Jewish; but if the

child has a Gentile mother and a Jewish father, the child is not considered

Jewish.

In this way, rabbinic tradition has disqualified countless numbers

of Jews from the community. These Jewish children have been

ostracized from the Jewish community simply because they had a

Gentile mother. This is another example of the disagreement between

rabbinic Judaism and the divine revelation of the Tenach. In

the biblical genealogies, a child’s identity with Israel was established

through the Jewish father. Whether the mother or the father

is Jewish, the child should be acknowledged as Jewish.

The rabbis fear that evangelization will take Jews away from

the Jewish community, but it is rabbinic tradition that has done so.

Affirming Our New Covenant

A new liberal theology has developed that attempts to appease the

demands of rabbinic Judaism to stop evangelizing the Jewish people.

The false doctrine asserts that by keeping the Sinai Covenant,

the Jews can be saved without Jesus. The truth is that no one in

history—apart from Yeshua himself—kept the Old Covenant law

sufficiently to be saved.

Our Lord spoke against such clergy in Matthew 23:13: “Woe

to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut

the kingdom of Heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not

enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.”

This doctrine of salvation without Yeshua is a cunning form of

anti-Semitism.
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at Jerusalem. They decided that a believing Gentile remains a Gentile

and a believing Jew remains a Jew. The significant event is recorded

in Acts 21:18-25:

On the following day Paul went in with us to James,

and all the elders were present. When he had greeted

them, he told in detail those things which God had done

among the Gentiles through his ministry. And when they

heard it, they glorified the Lord.

And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many myriads

of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all

zealous for the law; but they have been informed about

you that you teach all the Jews who are among the

Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to

circumcise their children nor to walk according to the

customs.

“What then? The assembly must certainly meet, for they

will hear that you have come. Therefore do what we tell

you: We have four men who have taken a vow. Take

them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses

so that they may shave their heads, and that all may

know that those things of which they were informed concerning

you are nothing, but that you yourself also walk

orderly and keep the law.

“But concerning the Gentiles who believe, we have written

and decided that they should observe no such thing,

except that they should keep themselves from things

offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and

from sexual immorality” (NKJV).

Why did Paul follow the advice of James and the Jewish elders

of the Jerusalem church by purifying himself according to the laws

of Moses and by entering the Temple as a Jew ready to make a sacrifice?

The reason is obvious: Paul recognized that Jewish believers

could preserve their biblical customs without violating the grace

Jews are marrying Gentiles and bringing up their children apart

from the Jewish community.

Contrary to the commonly held view that the Jewish community

is homogeneous, it actually is fractured into many smaller communities.

In Israel, the combined Orthodox Jewish communities

control the political aspect of religious life. A Reform rabbi and a

Conservative rabbi cannot legally perform weddings or any other

rabbinic duty. The fracture is even among the Orthodox Jews. The

Sephardic Jews do not trust the Ashkenazim and vice versa. Even

within the Hasidic Jews, there are conflicting smaller communities,

each one headed by its own autocratic rabbinic dynasty.

The most powerful challenge to the misconception that a Jew

cannot believe in Yeshua and remain a Jew is the emerging community

of Messianic Jews. We are a Jewish community of believers

and are represented in all the occupations: lawyers, physicians,

politicians, plumbers, factory workers, farmers, bankers, educators,

and even Israeli soldiers. Messianic Jews make up a valid Jewish

community that includes not only Jews who worship in messianic

assemblies, but believing Jews who worship in predominately

Gentile congregations. Today there are many networks of Jewish

believers.

A messianic congregation is unique in allowing a Jew to worship

as a Jew and a Gentile to worship as a Gentile. A Messianic Jew

can wear a prayer tallis while he worships God; he can have his

eight-day-old son circumcised; he can teach his children Hebrew

Scriptures, history, and language—and bring them up as Messianic

Jews. He can keep a kosher home, and Bar Mitzvah his thirteen-

year-old sons and Bas Mitzvah his daughters. He can celebrate

the Jewish holy days if he so decides and communicate the

significance of them to his Gentile brothers and sisters.

God did not intend the Jews to lose their identity in Yeshua,

nor did He intend for believing Gentiles to lose their identity.

The Apostle Paul took exception to the effort of trying to turn Gentile

believers into Jews. Paul brought the issue before the elders
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While Gentiles believers do not become Jews because they

are not a part of Israel’s national covenant, there is a biblical way

for Gentiles to be inducted within Israel: when a Gentile marries

a Jew, and they together decide to bring up their children as Messianic

Jews. It is important to help the children understand that

they also are descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob through

the Jewish parent. Such was the case with Ruth the Moabite when

she spoke to her Jewish mother-in-law:

And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return

from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will

go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall

be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest,

will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to

me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me

(Ruth 1:16-17, KJV).

Because Ruth accepted the God of Israel as her God and integrated

herself into Israel through marriage to Boaz, she became

the grandmother of King David, and an ancestor of Yeshua the Messiah.

Affirming Our Encounter with God

I was not brought up as a religious Jew. My mother longed for a

stricter kosher home, but my Jewish father enjoyed a ham sandwich.

He even allowed me to attend the children’s clubs at the

Beth Sar Shalom congregation of the Chosen People Ministries—

with a stern warning not to believe anything they told us. But

when I declared my faith in Yeshua, my father suddenly became

Jewish again and took me to a rabbi to talk me out of my faith.

The rabbi was a kind and sympathetic person. It was obvious

from all the books on his shelves that he was a scholar. I was only

fourteen years of age and certainly not a scholar. He challenged

me with some questions that I could not answer; but he did not

persuade me to give up my faith, because I had had a genuine spiritual

experience with God. I shared with the rabbi how I knew my

of God. This is also clear from the fact that Paul circumcised Timothy,

who had a Jewish mother and a Gentile father, but agreed

with the Spirit-led decision of the Jerusalem elders in refusing to

circumcise Titus because both his parents were Gentiles (Gal. 2:2).

Once again there are those who seek to turn believing Gentiles

into Messianic Jews. I attended a messianic assembly and

saw a man dressed as an Orthodox Hasidic Jew worshiping the

Lord. I told one of the leaders how surprised I was to see a Hasidic

Jew singing messianic songs.

“Oh, he is not Jewish,” the leader said. “He is a Gentile dressed

up like a Jew.”

I spoke in another community and was told that there was a

messianic assembly in town. I met with the leader of the assembly

and discovered that not only was he a Gentile but his entire

congregation was comprised of Gentiles dressed as pious Jews. In

fact, I was the only Jew in town.

The false premise used to convince believing Gentiles to keep

Jewish customs is the assertion that they have become members

of the nation of Israel.

It is important for both Messianic Jews and believing Gentiles

to understand that there are no second-class citizens in the Kingdom

of God. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of

the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is one God who will

justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith”

(Rom. 3:29-30, NKJV).

It would be unscriptural to exclude Gentiles from messianic

assemblies, as it would be wrong to exclude Jews from Gentile congregations;

each may worship in his own way. The ancient Jewish

church leaders in Jerusalem wisely recognized that Gentiles were

not to be made into Jews, and Jews were not to be made into Gentiles.
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Messianic Jews understand that keeping their Jewish traditions,

even those that arise out of Scripture, does not save them.

They have found forgiveness, fellowship, and peace with God—

not by keeping the traditions of the elders, but through simple faith

in God’s Son.

Affirming Our Purpose

Our motivation to evangelize Jewish people should come from obedience

to the Word of God. The Jewish prophet Isaiah wrote, “How

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good

tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that

publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (52:7,

KJV).

Evangelization simply means telling the good news of salvation.

The good news is that God has provided an eternal atonement

for sinners. God calls us to be His witnesses. When I entered the

ministry as a young man fifty years ago, I tried to argue people

into the Kingdom of God. Sometimes I won an argument and lost

the person; and sometimes I lost an argument, but not my faith. It

takes much more than human intellectual ability to turn people to

God or away from God. It took me a few years to understand that

all God wants me to do is to tell people the Good News of Yeshua

and trust the Spirit of God to win a person over.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel

[good news] of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone

who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (Rom. 1:16,

NKJV).

Jewish evangelism is the top priority with God, and that is

why He wants His people to make it their priority. The telling of

the Gospel of Yeshua releases the power of persuasion through the

work of the Spirit of truth.

Once I began depending on proclaiming the truth of Yeshua

through the Scriptures and the convicting power of the Spirit, I saw

many come to faith in Yeshua.

sins were forgiven and how I had fellowship with God every day.

The rabbi told my father there was nothing he could do with me.

The faith of a Messianic Jew transcends philosophical concepts

and religious rules. It is substantiated by a daily fellowship with

God through the gift of the Holy Spirit, as promised by the Jewish

prophets.

“I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, And My blessing

on your offspring” (Isa. 44:3, NKJV).

“I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live” (Ezek. 37:14).

The Holy Spirit was my reliable guide into truth. I remember

the day some sixty years ago when I, as a young believer, was

helping to clean the synagogue for the coming Passover week.

That day, God’s Spirit opened my mind to understand the true

answer to the question of Exodus 12:26-27: “And it shall be, when

your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ that you

shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, . . .’ ” (NKJV).

Who is the Lord’s Passover sacrifice? The Apostle Paul answers

the question in 1 Corinthians 5:7: “. . . For indeed Christ,

our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”

I enjoy celebrating Israel’s holy days because I now understand

the prophetic fulfillment in Yeshua. I love to be with fellow

Jews, because I have discovered something about myself: I think

Jewish, I argue Jewish, I love Jewish stories, humor, music, and

food. While I do not practice most of the traditions, I nevertheless

appreciate other Messianic Jews who celebrate their traditional

customs that are in accordance with Scripture. We are not to judge

one another or force our practices on others:

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you

eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a

New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a

shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,

however, is found in Christ (Col. 2:16).
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Let us not think that we can convince anyone solely through

our brilliant theological knowledge.

I have often been asked if I believe that God will condemn

people for not believing in Yeshua. My answer is no! God does not

condemn anyone for not believing in His Son. The fact is, mankind

is already condemned because of his sinfulness. Listen to the Jewish

prophet Jeremiah, who revealed the sinful nature of the human

heart: “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked;

Who can know it? I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind,

. . .” (17:9-10, NKJV).

God has provided an eternal atonement for sinners. The

Jewish prophet Isaiah explained it plainly: “But He was wounded

for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement

for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are

healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one,

to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us

all” (53:5-6, NKJV).

Yeshua is not the one who condemns; rather, He is the one who

saves. “‘For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the

world, but that the world through Him might be saved’” ( John 3:17,

NKJV).

Through Isaiah the prophet, God invites all Israel to come:

“ ‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the LORD, ‘Though

your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though

they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool’ ” (1:18).

Our purpose is not only to tell the Good News and invite

people into salvation, but also to provide a community of believers

for them.

In 1957, I became the resident pastor of the Beth Sar Shalom

congregation in New York City. Every Sunday afternoon, close

to a hundred people, mostly Jewish believers, gathered for a service.

I suggested to Dr. Daniel Fuchs, the Director of the American

Board of Missions to the Jews (now called Chosen People Minis-

One case in point was Dr. Beth, who had two earned doctorates

and taught biochemistry at a medical college. On her first day

as a professor, she would explain to her students why she was an

atheist, backing up her views with a scientific explanation. Beth

had a laboratory assistant who sang hymns while he worked.

She thought, “Oh no, I have a religious nut working for me.”

She noticed how happy he was and envied it for herself. One day

Chuck, who was one of my congregants, invited her to hear his

“Jewish pastor.”

She asked, “You mean a rabbi, don’t you?”

“No, he is my pastor,” Chuck replied.

Out of curiosity, she accompanied Chuck to the church I was

pastoring. As she left the church that day, she informed me that

she was an atheist but that she enjoyed my Jewish humor.

“I understand that you are a scientist who does research work,”

I told her. “May I come to the university and share with you what

we believe, so that you may understand what you rejected? Why

not investigate what the Bible says about salvation?”

We met in the cafeteria. I put in plain words what we believe,

point by point, and asked her to repeat what she heard to be sure

she understood what I was saying. I did not try to get a decision

from her but explained how a person can accept Yeshua through a

prayer of faith and repentance.

Some time later, she attended our church again. As she was

leaving, I could see tears in her eyes. I asked her if she was ready

to receive the gift of eternal life through Yeshua; she said yes. In

my study, she prayed a short and simple prayer. I watched as peace

came over her face.

At the end of the semester, she told her students: “At our

first lecture I told you why I was an atheist, and now I want to tell

you how I found God.”
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is more than one approach and method that can reach our Jewish

people with the Good News of Yeshua and then enfold them into a

community of believers. There is the one-to-one approach, the use

of messianic home Bible studies, messianic assemblies, and future

methods yet to be developed.

While I am focusing on Messianic Judaism, in no way am I

discounting the importance of Gentiles reaching Jewish people.

Some Jewish people refuse to listen to a Messianic Jew because

they consider him a turncoat; but they listen respectfully and with

curiosity to Gentiles sharing their faith. Once a Jew becomes interested

in Yeshua, a Messianic Jew can assure him that believing

in Yeshua affirms his Jewish identity before the God of Israel.

Our strategies may differ, but the scriptural message is always

the same: Yeshua is the promised Messiah of Israel, the Son

of God, and the Savior of the world.

God’s Spirit works in unique ways at different times to bring

people into a personal relationship with the God of Israel; therefore,

let us be supportive of each other. Our Lord has left us one

important commandment that transcends all our differences: “This

is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you”

( John 15:12, NKJV).

tries), that we organize a messianic congregation. Dr. Fuchs had just

published an article against messianic congregations. He turned down

my request, arguing that Jewish believers should assimilate within

the churches already established, because the Messiah intended

that Jewish believers should worship together with Gentile believers.

Years later, Dr. Fuchs became a strong advocate of messianic

assemblies for good reason: Most Jewish believers want to

retain their identity with their Jewish people and their Jewish culture.

Messianic Judaism is a significant testimony to Israel and to

the Church. It affirms that a Jew can believe in Jesus and still be

a Jew before God.

My vision is that a messianic center be established in every

Jewish community. I can foresee that some of the messianic congregations

will grow strong enough to provide recreational facilities

along with a worship center and educational space for the

entire family. I have discovered that it is the lack of vision, not

money, that is the real hindrance to ministry.

Open-mindedness Is Essential

Not everyone would agree with my vision, but certainly it is worth

considering. Some Jewish believers argue that the planting of messianic

centers is not the best step for Jewish believers, but rather

that they should integrate themselves into established churches.

Other Messianic Jews disagree and maintain their Jewish culture

by worshiping in a messianic assembly. Our family has benefited

by our association within Gentile churches, where I have found acceptance

and love. But, though I am not an official member of a

messianic assembly, I rejoice at the multiplication of messianic

Jewish assemblies around the world, because I see the hand of God

in it. For the most part, this movement is of Jews, by Jews, and for

Jews; yet it does not ignore the brotherhood we share with Gentile

believers.

It is a common mistake to conclude that there is only one

right way for everyone to evangelize, worship, and serve God. There
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