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Toronto – Over 80 leaders of Jewish evangelism ministries and Messianic congregations met in Toronto April 26-27, 2004, for the twenty-first annual North America conference of The Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism (LCJE). The theme of the conference was “Training for Jewish Evangelism.” It was the first LCJE-NA conference to be held in Canada.

Speaker at the closing banquet, Dr. Richard Ganz, pastor of an Ottawa church, president and professor of Ottawa Theological Hall and author, told of how thirty years ago someone read Isaiah 53 to him. When he realized that they were reading, not from the New Testament, but from his Hebrew Bible, he knew that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah. “It was the easiest and hardest thing I have ever done,” Ganz said. “As a practicing psychoanalyst, this went against everything I had ever been taught. My colleagues and family thought I was the one who needed to be admitted for psychiatric problems.”


Dr. William Raccah, Director of the Calgary Leadership Training Center and Dr. Stan Fowler, professor at Heritage Seminary, Cambridge, Ontario led Bible studies each morning.  Both serve on the Board of Directors for Jews for Jesus/Canada.


Dr. Don Meecha, Light of Messiah Ministries, Toronto, spoke on “Messianic Congregations Building a Mission Community.” The Light of Messiah team led participants in worship each morning. 

Andrew Barron, director of Jews for Jesus/Canada, and Larry Rich, director of Chosen People Ministries/Canada, reported on Jewish mission events in Toronto and other parts of their country. They noted that about half of Canada’s Jewish population of 380,000 now lives in Toronto.


Reports from Yosef Koelner, LCJE-Central America area coordinator, and David Sedaca, South America LCJE coordinator, were received. They reported that Argentina and Mexico are home to the largest Jewish populations in these regions, and that new congregations of Jewish believers are growing there.  

Pastor Albert Runge of Abbottsford, British Columbia, a missionary to his own Jewish people, a radio Bible teacher for CJF Ministries and a senior pastor of four major Alliance congregations for over 42 years of ministry, spoke on “My Perspective on Jewish Evangelism.”  
Daniel Nessim, Chosen People Ministries, traced “The History of Jewish Missions in Canada” from pre-independence days until today.  
Related to the theme of the conference, Karol Joseph, Jews for Jesus/New York, spoke on “My Life in Jewish Evangelism Training.” Joseph outlined the methods and aims of Jewish evangelism training that she oversees in New York for new missionaries to Jewish people, emphasizing the need for personal spiritual formation, the role of mentors and community life, preparation of inductive Bible study materials by each trainee, and practical one-on-one sharing with Jewish people over the 12-18 months of training.  
Founding director of Jews for Jesus, Moishe Rosen, in his “Reflections on Missionary Training” emphasized that ideally both good education and training is needed for Jewish evangelism work.
Lucy Lincoln, a Bible translator, highlighted the importance of Bible translation into a people’s first language for mission work to any group. Lincoln reported that of the approximately 75 languages used by Jewish people worldwide, half do not have the Scriptures in their own language. 
Dr. Kai Kjær-Hansen, Danish international coordinator of LCJE, brought a paper titled, “They Crucified Him”: Comments on ‘The Passion’, The New Testament and anti-Semitism.”  Kjær-Hansen commented, “In his love Israel’s God let his wrath and punishment come upon his own son. He was hanged upon a cross in order to break the power of sin and death and bring salvation to all men. To tell this salvation drama today without adding fuel to the fire of anti-Semitism is a challenge to us all, Christians as well as Jesus-believing Jews.”

A report was also received on “Traveling with Israelis: On Reaching Israelis in the East with the Gospel” by Bodil Skjott of the Danish Israel Mission. 
 Susan Perlman, associate director of Jews for Jesus in San Francisco, shared how the media has treated Jewish evangelism topics for the year, especially JFJ’s Toronto “Behold Your God” campaign held in August 2003 and the showing of “The Passion of the Christ” movie. Perlman’s, “An Open Letter to Mel Gibson,” ran as a full-page ad in major newspapers asking the question: “So how can anyone be blamed for the death of a person who is in fact alive?” (For full ad, see http://www.jewsforjesus.org/special/passion/letterMel.htm)
Dr. Rich Robinson reported on the history of Jewish evangelist of the early 20th century, Hermann Warszawiak. Robinson also updated the participants on the transfer of the Jewish Missions History Project, an archive of original materials, papers and books pertaining to Jewish missions, to the LCJE website, www.lcje.net.  The project should be available on the website by August, Robinson said.
Papers from the 2004 LCJE-NA conference and LCJE membership forms can be found on this website. 

The next LCJE-NA conference will be held in San Francisco March 7-9, 2005, and in 2006 in Pittsburgh April 24-26. 
(The Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism [LCJE] is the only global organization in existence today in which people involved in the field of Jewish Evangelism can come together to: share information and resources; study current trends; stimulate one another’s thinking on theological and Missiological issues; strategize on a global level so that more Jewish people will hear and consider the Good News of Jesus; and arrange consultations that will be useful to those engaged in Jewish evangelism.)

