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Children have it tough in the world today. Rising divorce, growing economic disparity, declining morals and rising juvenile crime were once considered to be Gentile or “Christian” problems. Unfortunately, these issues have now become an enormous problem facing Jewish children.


The divorce rate among Jews is considered to be the highest rate of any ethnic group in America.


Jewish people are considered to be the most secular of all religious groups in America.


75% of American Jews are unaffiliated having little to no direct connection with a synagogue or religious education.


Intermarried couples are, in large numbers, leaving children without a clear Jewish identity.


20% of Jewish children in America live in single-parent Jewish households.


The pressures of materialism, drugs, sex and violence are significantly effecting Jewish youth.


The current social issues facing the Jewish community, and Jewish children in particular, provide for us as messianic Jews with a great opportunity to serve.


Matthew 19:13-15 reveals a special interaction between our Messiah and children, and demonstrates the high priority Yeshua had for children:


“Then children were brought to him (Yeshua) so that he might lay his hands on them and pray for them, but the talmidim rebuked the people bringing them. However, Yeshua said, “Let the children come to me, don’t stop them, for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.” (CJB)


Jewish literature strongly emphasizes the priority of children’s religious instruction. The Talmud reflects this commitment to children’s religious education:


Once Rab came to a certain place and decreed a fast but no rain fell. The Reader then stepped down at his request before the ark and recited, ‘He causes the wind to blow’, and the wind blew; [he continued], ‘He causes the rain to fall’, and rain fell. Rab thereupon asked him, What is your special merit? The latter replied: I am a teacher of young children and I teach the children of the poor as well as those of the rich; I take no fees from any who cannot afford to pay; further, I have a fishpond and any boy who is reluctant [to learn] I bribe with some of the fishes from it and thereby appease him so that he becomes eager to learn. (Tractate Ta’anit 24a)


The Scriptures are filled with references to children and of God’s command for them to be taught Scripture. The Shema of Deuteronomy 6:7 is the most obvious as it commands: “Impress them (God’s instructions) upon your children. Recite them when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up.” The Jewish community has long demonstrated their concern for children by their emphasis on children’s education and social welfare. For all of the above reasons, it is important for messianic Jews to also have a strong focus on children.  Let us seriously consider: “What am I doing for my children and the children of my community today?”


A few years back my wife and I wanted to involve our young children in a weekly club. There were none in the messianic Jewish community so, with some reluctance as Jews, we took them to an Awana club at a church. There, our children played games, developed relationships with other kids and learned lots and lots of Scripture. Our children had so much fun they invited their friends. Soon my wife was taking 8 children 20 minutes one way to attend this weekly Club!


After doing this for two years we began to dream about starting a messianic Jewish club specifically for Jewish children. We made our plans, sent out our invitations, and before long had ten children in the Club, most of them Jewish and three of these children from traditional Jewish home. We had discovered something! Jewish parents, who were not messianic, were gladly involving their children in a messianic Jewish Club.  They did this for at least two reasons.  The first reason was because they knew and trusted us.  The second was because the Club was obviously Jewish! The children were receiving Jewish education, Holiday instruction, Hebrew language lessons and teachings from the Scriptures that reflected a Jewish perspective.


It’s been four years now and we have seen Club Maccabee develop into an organized program which is being used by a few congregations here in America as well as in Argentina and the Former Soviet Union. Our own Club in Chicago has grown and expanded into Jr. High and High School programs. What began as an experiment has turned into an amazing opportunity to live and represent the Messiah within the Jewish community.


Many of our messianic Jewish communities are short on time and resources, especially when it comes to our own children. Messianic Jewish families often receive support for their children through local churches just as my wife and I initially did. This is a short-term solution that does not help us in the long-term to educate our children in our tradition. Furthermore, looking to churches to fulfill our responsibility keeps us from serving children at risk within the larger Jewish community.


Consider starting a Club Maccabee. It really doesn’t take that much time. Club Maccabee has been developed to be inexpensive and flexible. Start by picking a midweek night such as Wednesday and then set aside 25 weeks through the normal school year starting after the High Holidays and ending in early May. Club time can last from 1½ to 2 hours and can easily be combined with a fast pizza or pasta dinner and an adult education class to make it more convenient for everyone involved, both kids and parents!


What we have done can be done by anyone. It just takes a little time, effort and lots of love. The thing to keep in mind is that it is important to start. We need to do more for our children and the children of our Jewish community!
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