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I was asked to bring an “inspirational message”. Well, we human beings can be quite easily inspired. The question is who is inspiring us and how? And does it just make us feel good or does it cause us to act? The title I was given was: The Jewish Messiah – the Savior of the World!

Tell me how is it possible to speak about this theme according to the Word of God and not be inspired!

The Jewish Messiah

Yes, he is Jewish - The Messiah is as Jewish as a one can get…


Many Gentiles resent that fact. They don’t like to be reminded of that fact. It is easier to relate to Jesus as a non-Jew. Jesus sounds better than Yeshua. I can give several reasons: false theological teaching and erroneous reasoning, anti-Semitic reasons or just the usual anti-Israeli political reasons.


But also many Jews are not too happy about the fact that Yeshua is Jewish. I remember well the many discussions with my Tanach teacher in High school … We all know the sense of betrayal. “Maybe he was a Jew, but not anymore…”


Allow me to sum up what a young secular Sabra Jewish man told me: “In a way, what you say about Yeshua makes sense to me. The prophecies and the whole plan of salvation are great. There is one main problem with him - he is Jewish. I am Jewish but I hate Judaism. You told me that Yeshua was called Rabbi, and I can’t stand rabbis. You talk about repentance and I can’t even imagine myself becoming a “Chozer bitshuva” (Hebrew for a man who repented). It would have been easier for me to believe in an Indian Jesus…”


The question of Judaism, Rabbinic or Hassidic Judaism, reformed or secular Judaism are difficult issues. The whole question of the Jewish identity is complex. 

 
But there I was, as an Arab, trying to convince this young Israeli Jew that the Jewish People is special. That they are not special due to a choice made by men, by rabbis or by councils. Not a Jewish nor a Christian council made Israel what it is. And never will a Christian decision or a Jewish one change Israel’s position in God’s eternal plan. They were called to be, they are and will always be God’s people because He said so! 


They were not chosen because they were good, but because God is good. It was His choice based on his grace and mercy. Abraham didn’t apply for the “job” and no other Jew since needed to re-apply for the title “God’s chosen People.” God himself told them: “You are my people and I am your God.” He chose to be called: ‘The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”. He chose to connect his Holy Name, that means Himself, to this particular people (Lev. 26: 11-12. Ezek. 37: 26-28).


Who are we to argue with God? Our Messiah is Jewish. Yeshua is Jewish! No Jew has ever been or will ever be more Jewish than He! I believe in the Jewish Messiah. This is much more than a discussion of a theological issue. It is personal and essential for my personal faith. The Jewish People was chosen for my sake. It can’t get any more personal than that. If I fail to understand God’s grace in choosing Israel how I can grasp his grace in choosing me? If Israel couldn’t trust God’s faithfulness to His promises, why should I trust Him? If God changes plans concerning Israel, why should He stick to his plan concerning me?


I used to make fun, and sometimes get frustrated, of those who said: “I love Israel. You can’t be a believer and not love Israel. Israel , Israel, Israel.” I thought they were quite out of balance, and sometimes fanatic… But the case is that I can’t read the bible and claim that I believe in it without loving Israel.

How can I hate those whom God loves?

How can I betray those to whom God is faithful?

How can I be indifferent towards those who God cares about?

How can I shut Israel out of my life knowing that the Messiah has given his own life for them too?


With this rightful recognition of Israel, let us not forget that we, as well as Israel, have to deal with a Holy and righteous God. Our love should never overshadow our righteousness, just like God’s everlasting love has never, and will never, rule out His righteousness and perfect holiness. We cannot and should never accept what God rejects. 

We are not to justify what God condemns.


We, as believers in Yeshua, as believers who love Israel, have to face the reality that the Holy Land is impure. God’s chosen people worship other gods.

Whether they do it in India and Thailand or in Haifa and Tel Aviv,

Whether they call themselves atheists, agnostics, religious or just “spiritual”,

Whether they worship their own careers and bank accounts, worship their bodies in gyms and beauty clinics, or worship dead bodies of rabbis crying and praying to them on their graves.


There are indeed times when it is so easy to feel and relate to Paul’s deep pain when he writes about Israel’s need for Yeshua. Yeshua’s own tears call us all to continue bringing the Jewish gospel of the Jewish Messiah to the Jewish people. They need Him today!

The Savior of the World

But for us who share this specific vision is it so important to see God’s overall goal: Israel and the nations! I guess most of you live in a Gentile surrounding and setting. It shouldn’t be possible for us to know the Jewish Messiah, and not care about our Gentile neighbors and friends wherever we live.


Our interest for Israel is not for Israel’s sake, but for the sake of the Kingdom of God. Abraham’s seed would come to be a blessing for all the nations. (Gen. 12)


Is it possible to be so occupied with Israel that I forget my neighbor? Unfortunately, it seems to be possible. We easily and eagerly discuss Israel with people without always thinking of why we love Israel in the first place… 


Having the “right” (not as the opposite of “left” politically …) opinions about Israel and the Middle East doesn’t make a person part of the living olive tree.

God doesn’t want more people to know about the olive tree, discussing the olive tree, arranging conferences about his dear olive tree - what He wants is more people grafted into it, united in His Spirit!


He doesn’t want people climbing the tree in admiration, love and care, nor does He want people climbing it in hatred, anti-Semitism and desire to destroy. He wants to see more and more people (including your Gentile neighbor) grafted into this tree!!! Being united as the “one new man” in the Messiah.


The Jewish Messiah of Israel is the savior and the hope of the world!!! 

Conclusion
Let me conclude and just share with you a few verses that I rediscovered a couple of years ago which helped me personally to refocus on Israel in the right way. 1.Cor. 15: 10: “But by the grace of God I am what (who) I am, and His grace toward me as not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 


Two keywords: Identity and ministry. Both founded on the knowledge and recognition of God’s unlimited grace. 

* “By the grace of God I am what (who) I am.”
Discovering God’s unique relationship to His chosen people Israel makes it possible for us to understand God’s grace in choosing us. This is an identity question. I know today that that is my identity. Whether we are Jewish or Gentiles we are who we are by the grace of God. It’s all thanks to the Jewish Messiah. 

* ”I laboured …,yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 

God’s grace is not a relaxing thing that gives us a sense of acceptance and pleasant spirituality. But it rather calls us to labour, to work, to serve. To be the ambassadors of the Gospel, “for the Jew first, and for the Gentile.”


We are united here at LCJE not because we happen to be in the same place at the same time, but because we have committed our lives in the hands of the Jewish Messiah. Our identity is in Him, and so is our ministry for His own beloved people.


So I hope we can all say “yes and amen” to the Jewish Messiah as the Savior of the world. I hope we have found our identity in Him. I hope we can continue serving Him faithfully proclaiming His name, knowing He is faithful and will bring to completion what He has started. That’s an “inspirational message”!


Amen!
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