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wam;,fi to see the ori gz : : r‘
'fhi: seven volumes a:"e. “1 The Worid Bs the
E , e Exodus and the ¥anderings in the Wilderness %72
Isras Imhzza and the msﬁges isme‘i under Samuel Sazi
P SETTE 1 i‘

;’3: st e ; = ey T, §
4 ..3} Ty Uf g.:_zgi“ Efi*j‘ FLiE LE BMrinR o

iah From the Birth

Sﬂinmﬂn ) The Beign of Abhab 5 Historv of 1
From the Beign of Abab o the Uecline of the Twy Kingdoms, 7
Historv ofisraeland ludah From the Decline of the "‘*6:’ Eingdoms
to The Assvrian and Babvinnian Captivity. Edersheim is writing
from the perspective of the Divine Authority of Scripture and
that inciudes the Hebrew Scriptures. This is important in view of
the facithat he lived during a period when Higher Criticism was
br:gmm 18 1o be in vogue. There i= & ot of attention given
deigil in these volumes, Much of i is helpful but organized in a
way that makes i difficult v find. For examme. volume SIE.
chapier two desls with the analogy between Eli liah and Jjohp the
Baptist and the anaiegv between Moses and Eiiiah in this
chapler Edersheim also gives an explanation of the way God deals
with individuals in the Uld Testament as opposed o how he deals
with those in the Hew,

ELISHA THE PROPHET THE 1FSSONS OF HIS HISTURY AND TIMES london; The Religious

Tract Society. 1882

Edersheim chose to write about Elisha because he believed that it
Wwas a topic reie’s'ant to the time in which he lived. He described
Elisha's life as, " life many centuries ago.. that speaks to the men
of all generations” {preface page onel. This book does nat have
an index or a bibliography and that makes it a little difficult to
browse. The 326 pages are divided into thirty chapters with
fairly descriptive titles. Chapier Fleven, "Effectual Fervent
“raver got my attention. Upon reading it I discovered that
Edersheim is an effective story teller. His ad;ectﬁ'eﬂ help .he
reader te envision the events which are relayed in 2 Kings 4.2
37 In the midst of this ch'»zpter on page 108 he has Wr:tteg a
truth which betrays his heart for evangelism. "It is a terrible
theught that seme may fail finally and fatally for lack of our
cpeai.xng plainfy.” He used the text as a bridge to write ahout the
way in which Believers should have contact with people who are
w;rmmﬁy dead. He ends the chapter by reminding his readers
iint there 1s power in praver and ali prayers are answered. This
is a book that would be helpful if read in it's entirety, it has value
asa devotional It's notihe kind of book cne reads guickly to get
a little background on Elisha.
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aréer e meditate Fdersheim is successiu
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der how (¢ meditate on sorip ¢
ir she is being preached at while reading. Edersheim
that he wused the commentaries of Delitsch and
aberg bul he deesn't cite them where he has used their
ideas. This book would be an interesting devotional but the way
that it is arranged makes it difficult 1 use as a research ool
Thats a disappeintment because he has a lot of interesting
commentary on several of the Psalms.

HISTORY OF THE E¥ISH NATION ATTER THE DESTRUCTION OF [FRUSALFEM UNDER TITUS,

{REVISED BY HENRY 4 WHITE) GRAND RAPIDS BAFER BOOE HOUSE 1954
The first editien of this work was published in 1856. Once again
Edersheim has made use of the Appendix to give extra
infermation, This book has seven appendices at the end of
thirteen chapters. Again the author may distance some of his
readers with the frequent usage of the word “"dispensation”. The
work of Henry White has made this 3 very readable book The
beauty of this book is Edersheim's direct manner of arguing the
fact that the Christian religion has its origins in and is connected
ie the Old testament. Edersheim wrote in the preface that
undersianding Jewish history leads to a better understanding of
ihe spread of Christianity and the origin and development of
heretical sects There is some overlapping of information in this
book with the later one on Jewish sdcial life.

THELIFE ANDTIMES OF [ESUS THE MESSIAH Grand Rapids. Wm. B. Ferdmans 1971,

The preface to the first edition is dated September 1883

Edersheim wrote these {wo volumes while at Ozford. He has z six

page "list of Avtherities chiefly used in writing this bock”
Among those listed is fellow Hebrew Christian Franz Delitzch,
The two velumes are broken down into three books The first
baok has seven chapters on subjects such as "The Jewish World in
the Days of Christ-The Jewish Dispersion in the East”. The topic of
the first book is "The Preparation for the Gospel: The Jewish
wurld in the Days of Christ.” Bogk Two istitled. "Trom the Manger
in Bethlehem to the Bapiism in Jordan.” "The Ascent: From the
River Jordan to The Mount of Transfiguration” is the topic of the
third book. In these volumes Edersheim worked to help the
reader understand that Jesus was Jewish, and that he was very
much opposed not {¢ Jewish people but to how the Rabbis had
distorted Judaism. In the preface the author defended his point
that jesus could not have been anti-Semitic and that those who
love and follow him shouldn't be anti-Semitic either.




P

a fullillment of the 0id Testament. At times the reader may be a
bit frustrated as the author gquotes verses irom the 0id Testament
withoul giving the book, chapter or verse. He is assuming a
familiarity with the 0ld Testament. If one is patient. there is 2 lot
o be gained from thiswork, Edersheim covered important issues
inciuding the "Documeni-Hypothesis” (19% {11 Thisvolume is the
complete lecture series that Edersheim delivered at Lincoln's Inn,
while he was a lecturer there. That pest spanned four vears {rom
1880-18584, The book also includes an analysis of the five hooks of
Moses in an appendix. Of the twelve chapters in this book the one
ihai is most interesting ito this studeni is number nine, "The
Messianic Ides in the Later Stages of Israel's Historv: the

- - ldiriim e 3 1 Tasdzy "
Apuerypha and their relation o the Past and the Future”.

CYFTTrUEL A0 OIS Ory TAT T T IR T g v 1l LT © A ¢ Y. | -
DL EIUHES OF W ISHSOUTAT I L INTHEDAYS OF CHR!T I Boston: B aale} and

This book is a companion velume 1o The Temple, Iis Minisirv and
Services . In the earlier book he deals with the sanctuary and
practices at the time of Jesus while this later book is about the
civii saciety and praciices. The reasen Edersheim explored these
wpics was to help him better understand whe Jesus is and what
he did By reading these books the reader gains insight inte how
lesus was 2 part of the society and how he was at the same time
above it. The sketches of Jewish life are taken from a variety of
sacial settings. For example, there isa chapter on "Upbringing of
Jewish Children” and one on "Methers, Daughters, and Wives in
Israel” Most helpful are the chapters on "The TFraternity of
Pharisees” and the two chapters on the Synagogue. Atthe end of
the eighteen chapters there is and appendix on the transiation of
the Alishnaic tractate Middots and an appendix cn the
Babylonian Talmudic traciate PBerachoth The first is full of
details that are interesting and helpful for understanding the
lavout of the Temple The second is a bit tedious as it records the
Rabhis' discussions of ideas which in our religious milieus may
seem trivial For exzample, there is a lengthy dissertation
answering the guestion. "From what time is the Shemasaid in the
evening?" The index to Scripture References and the general
index make this volume a goed one use in other research. The
writing style is a little more archaic than his other works The
bias of the auther is easy to cbserve as he extols the virtues of
Jewish society,

THE TEMPLE--Tt's Minisiry and Services As Thevy Were At The Time of Jesus
Christ, London: The Religious Tract Society, 1950,

It was interesting to learn what sources Edersheim used io

research this topic. He wroie in s preface o the book that he

szad the writings of Josephus, Phile the New Testament the
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1 Wi m.umenged his wieas more
iharz bout the ¢ umpets, or alms
boxes Where did he get the idea
that 1l g of trumpets? Is this a
Bibligalp :k has nineteen chapiers
The guthor begins with an explanation of the origin of the name
of Jerusaiem and deals with issues such as the tvpes and
meanings of the sacrifices the different holidays that were
celebrated inere it is apparent from this book that Rev.
Fdersheim was not afraid of CoOniroversy. In the appendix of this
work he r:%eaia mi'n Lhe guesiinn nf whether or nof Jesus
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i the iast sy ipper on ihe night of his betrgval At the
time Edersheim was wmtzmz thers were other scholars who did
aotbelisve that the Passover was being celebrated by Jesus and
his disciples at the last supper. in this book he lines out a good
argément o prove U hat it was. The book is writien in his usual
ciear stvie and is easily read. He writes from an obvious Christian
perspective but af the same time he shows & knowledge and
appreciation for the ciassic Jewish writings.
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