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Why We Reach Children

An dinvolvement with chinPen, reaching and discipWﬁng them,
can be & Joy to one's heart as well as a cha116nge> to anyone
called to respond to the Lord's command, “Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
helongs to such as these" (Matthew 19:14). The big question
follows, "Can we minister to these precious ones?" The answenr
should be a strong affirmative one because one day these children
will be the future leaders 1in the body of the Messiah.

With God, a1l things are possible. To the thrill of our
hearts, children's Messianic Ministry are growing bDacause parents

ad that Jewizh ohildren who are maturing in believing

Ere COnRGEenn
homes must not lose their didentity:; they need to be aware of our
rian oulture and herivsge Tn Yeshus.

At the same time however, we nesed to reach and disciple

e

children  for  the Loed and  give them o good spicricos
foundation based upon the knowledge of God's word. If we don't do
it, they will grow Tnto the teen years and be assaulted by

diabolical forces and their only weapon will be their knowledge of
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the Word of God. The way teens will live, and the choices they
must make, will have to rely on a piblical base which has already
been instilled in them as chi?dren‘f

We as Messianic bejiéyers cannot consider this ministry as
a sideline. Children 1in reality are Tlittle pesople who can learn
what is right as well as make the choice to turn away from what s
evil.

This writer is not a collector of antiques but has been for
more than 30 years a collector of children's and youth materials.
Not only have I rummaged 1in Christian book stores Jlooking for
varijous fdeas but wherever I go, I watch and listen for new
concepts in discipling children. The wvisuals, the music, the
Tesson materials, are constantly assessed as to their spiritual
and practical use with children.

As we get down to basics, what kind of program do we find
most compelling and challenging? A lot depends upon the age of
the cbi1d: the very young child of 2 and 1/2 to four and sven five
have shorter aftention spans; the older children of six to seven
and even eight are more mature and more time can be devoted for
lesson materials; whatever the age, however, the program must
consist of materials that are well integrated to keep the child’'s

attention at a high level.
Fashioning A Program

What kind of program will be the most compelling and

challenging. A few suggestions are offered:
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1. It +dis +dmperative for the teacher to know each child, his or
her background, and that each one know one another in class. New
children can have special kinds éf name tags in the form of
different animals, trees, plants, or whatever else might be
interesting, enabling children already in class to talk with new-

comenrs.

2. Each teacher should keep a 3x5 or 4x6 card in a file box on
every child. Information should Hdnclude the name and age of a
brother and/or sister, the ¢hild's Wikés and dis?ikés, foods
(whether they Tike pizza or not, or flavor of {dce cream); which
school they attend: what they like or do not like about school;

which holidays do they like the best, and so on.

3. Prayer time.

This 1ds the writer’'s favorite time with the children.
Unlike so many classes and schools where the teacher opens and
nloseswith praver, Jeaving the child completely out of {it, one
can have a special blessing in asking the children what they wish
to pray for. If the class 1is new, 7t may take a while to "break

the dce," but once they get over their shyness, they will tell you
Just about evervyvthing that comes into their minds.

When I once asked for praver requests, a six year old said,
"I wish my fTather would make better ocatmeal!" When I reminded the
children that God knows everything on their minds and hearts, even
before they ask, a little boy said, "He also knows our zip code

numbers!" We are prone to think that children cannot reason, but

this writer can assure you that they are little people. A three
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vear old girl once asked prayer for her mommy, saying, "Pray that
my mommy will know how to pray."

After the children have 1ﬁsféd their praver requests, this
writer asks each one who wishes to come forward and pray, even if
it is Jjust a sentence. Prayber becomes real to the children and
enables them to turn to the Lord before they will face their
crises in later vears.

Children Will also be encouraged to share freely their
prayver requests when the teascher is willing to share his or heaer

needs. As a leader also asks for prayer, it becomes all the more

real to everyone 1in the class. Another means for encouraging

dTu For vthe Ceacher to @

Feore beim

Bow Good snswered pra

or TR W chci Todbren Frars e v

viatorious in prayver l1ife, they will Tikewise be encouraged to

enter 1into a new and precious relationship with the Lord.

4. The Main Bible Story
AT of us recognize the major importance of this

part of thne program. Here dis where we try to make ths Bible

of which we speak alive for the children. The stories

nead to be told dramatically so as to keep the interest of the

and Todren .

Whaen telling the story, a teacher should not use words that

ahvi Tdran CETOL underscand . oobves o gl 0 Ghaolk

themzelves: continually that they are really comununicating. We
by v e o rememben e i ahing ahildren




and not adults.
Une note of caution i3 necessary. No teacher should begin

to prepare during the evening before the lesseon will be taught.

e

for adegquate prepsrsvtion o Che
teacher will have the TJlesson well in mﬁnd and heart. The teacher
should be much in praver over the lesson and have a sense of how
to apply it in the children's lives.

in talking about the different Bible characters, we can

weave them around a theme of Hineni, or "Here Am I!" We need

o point out bow sach Bible charascter reached bhizs her orizis poinu

safare the Lord, deciding to serve Him with his or her entiere

ohild can Tikewize be encouraged when ha or

-y T e o e o,
o sl meinad

she will come home to their moment of decizion o want To SePvVe

the Lord with all of their heart.

5. Memory Verse Time.
The teacher should first choose verses regarding salvation.
It +is dmperative that children relate to these wverses and

understand them so as to know what personal salvation maans. Some

verses that have b

ara Issiah 530585 Jobn 3016 and John

TA G

for their dally

sre: Isaiah 12:2; Psalm

807 and 50 on.

. Cont

Cont

a good means to encourage attendance,

memorizing verses, and can be used in many other ways to challenge



children.

7. Game Time.

There are a lot of interesting games with children. Books
are plentiful regarding the kinds of games children like to play.
Someone who is gifted in leading children in games can be used for

this purpose.

8. Holidays and Treats.

Each of the Jewish holidays has & special emphasis on
various kinds of foods with the obvious exception of Yom Kippur
{Day of Atonement). For Rosh HaShanah, we use apples dipped Hn
honey: During Sukkot (Feast .of Tabermao les) Wer CED EBenve
different fruits. At Hannukah time, we have potato pancakes with

which Askkenazi Jewish people are familiar, and suf_ganiot or

special cakes Sephardim Jews use. At Purim, we tell the =story of
Extvher, spin the dreydl snd east hamsn  Dasonen, variods Truig

flavored pastries shaped according to Haman's three cornered hat.

Fove Pa

over,  we have opportunity  to goe through & simplified
version of the seder, and then share with the children unleavened
bread, or Masah. At Shavuot (Feast of Weeks, or, Pentecost) we
can remember the giving of the commandments and also eat what s
associated with Spring, all kinds of cheeses and fruits. For

Shabbat, we have a number of storiss to explain its meaning and

practios Thia day T8 considered & time of Joy and we do not
deprive ourselves of Tood.

Obviously, treats can be used on many other occasions than

holidays. As with adults, treats provide social occasions when

anildren snd teschars can hasve good fellowship.



9. Handcrafts.

e L el dindividusis who have s gife for doing and

-

Wi o bl 1l fere) R o cnt Tdran .

T handorasfu e

oy aned maks T mearcingtul . Good boolks  on

available todasy Tn abundance and materis’

obtained which will greatly enhance the meaning of the lTeszons.

10. Practical Object Lessons.
This writer cannot begin to +dndicate the fimportance of
having some practical lesson to which children can relate. We can

use Just about any object which can convey a spiritual truth, as

For examp

s e rme ton L

Y I

Tuoom wmuory  of  how & wastermslon was lefo T the

pafrigeravor with fdnstrdetions by the mother that the children
must not touch it. A friend of one of the children came over
and, seeing the watermelon in the refrigerator, suggested that
they eat 1it. The daughter at first refused because she wanted to
obey her mother but finally yielded to her friend's persistent

p

sLidEs Ton . vhe entire watarmelon. 30

Fimally Finishac

am Uoy hide  what e chey  dug s smnallow  hole  An the
¥ o -..’

backyard and then covered up the left over rinds and seeds. When
the family returned, the daughter simply explained that
someone had come and taken the watermelon.

Nothing was said by the -parents. The following Spring, the

entire family Was out in the backyard and the father
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noted some shoots coming up out of the ground. He called for the
daughtér, and pointing to the shpéts, he asked her what they might
be. The girl replied she did notw know, but the father said,
"These are the shoots from the watermelon sseds which were planted
last Fall!" The girl then confessed her misdeeds. The point of
the lesson brings out the Scripture passage, "Be sure that your
sin will find vou out" (Numbers 32:23).

Any number of practical lessons exist such as the use of
the umbrella, a salt and pepper shaker, the wordless book which
explains the meaning of salvation. A favorite one 1is the "Cake
Story." A1l of the +ingredients are laid out on the table and the
children are asked to taste each ohe of them. While
the sugar is sweet, the rest of them have no taste or are bitter,
such as the salt, the baking powder, the butter, etc. The

children are asked to then relate some of their good and difficult

experiences. After sharing, a cake 1is then brought out and each

child is given a slice, and of course, what child can refuse cakae?
The lTesson becomes obvious: many of the ingredients are
themselves sweat, bhitter or have no taste, bun when They a&re put

r

together, they now are all sweet to the taste. So it is with Tife

with many of +Hdts bitter problems. But +if we trust the Lord,

He has oo oway of making &1 things work togsther for good, &

beautiful lesson of Romans 8:28.

Junior Leaders
This writer strongly encourages the use of Junior leaders
one or two age ¢groups older than the children being taught. For

example, if the class consists of primaries (six to eight vears of
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YOIV e wollld be eivher Juniors (nine ©o

oo il e

el avian

fowelve vo Tourteen vesrs

lmacders

-

w1 find such service ﬁnvaWuab1é‘for lTeadership training. They
can help the teachers in many ways and the younger children can
relate to those nearer to them in age. Especially will it be true
of a Junior leader who has a gift of teaching the simplier lessons.
The teacher can be a guide to such a leader and when he or she can

be trained how to teach the lesson, the younger children will
lTisten well. ‘

Programs can be varied dépending on the Shabbat school and
the varioﬁs needs. In generaﬁ, however, each child should be
considered as the teacher's wvery own; each teacher should have
the best interests of each child at heart. The point s that we
are dealing with Tittle people and we want to see them know the
Lord, and 1in days to come, be fruitful for Him. As you work at
this task for a number of vears as this writer has done, ours is
the Jjoy that s indescribable to see children who have grown up
to be mature adults and who are now in His service. The Lonrd

bless each leader as you follow His command already mentionead,

"Let the l1ittle children come to me."
Available Messianic Teaching Materials
As with the start of any new movement, the materials

available from a Messianic perspective are fTew and far between.

However, a lot of enthusiasm by teachers is very evident and some
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have begun to write materials toc meet the growing need in various
Messianic congregations. On the other hand, many are also using
ahildren and youth materials pub1i;%ed by the existing publishing
houses and then adapting them for the particular need.

This writer has surveyed a number of materials and a brief

sample

overview 1is provided within this paper. Most of thas

materials are laid out on the table for you to examine.

1. Delores Kohl Educational Foundation (Wilmette, IL: The Kohl
Jewish Teacher Center, 1881).

Three books published by this Jewish center cover the
holidays from a Jewish point of view. They are excellent for a
description of the holidays. Unfortunately, there is no table of
contents which makes +it difficult trying to find the wvarious
stories, activities; games, and questions. However, at the end of
each of the books there are specific questions under each of the

and student to answer whioh give

ol T days

onag an overviesw of che haoliday.

The materiz] containg many pictures of facats of

Fer @ [REYeT=3¢ = ClEmire S

R WA SR

unlesvened bread, the Haggadah, how Israelis were
once slaves, Elijah's cup, etc. Under Purim, the pictures present

e, the Orevdl, thse Gre

g Mol o

o noise maker,

¥

and Hamantaschen.

There are a number of good . handcraft ideas for each of the

holidays . For Pesach, the ohild makes a "My @ over Book," snd

in it he can express his or her feelings and {impressions on
what occurs during the course of the Seder.

These materials also include games and activities for each
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of the holdidays. For Passover, the child still takes a number of
paper plates and on each plate he or she draws or pastes a symbol

of Pesach; on one plate he draws or pastes a picture of the Zeroa,

or bone; on another plate, the parsley, then the egg, and so on.

Ircluded &7 i s Tist of vocabulary which enables the
child to TJearn the specific words associated with each of the

holidays.

2. Martha Zimmerman, Celebrate _the__Feasts (Minneapolis, MN:
Bethany House Publishers, 1981).

Martha Zimmerman s a Presbyterian minister’'s wife who has
provided an excellant book to encourage believers to aslebrate the
O0ld Testament Feasts in the home or church.

There 1T1s a good table of contents which tincludes: the
HZabbath; Passover; Counting the Omer (O0ffering of the First Ffuﬁts
and Counting FTor Shavaot, or First Fruodeos of che Wheat MHarvest),
Shavuat (First Frodits, or Pentecost); Rosh Hashanah; Yom Kippur;
and Sukkoth.

Each chapter has an excellent discussion regarding each of
the holidays. The well written story is provided as & guide for
the parents to teach the children their Jewish roots of the New
Testament faith. Enough materisl +is provided to help parents and
children how to observe each of the holidays.

Recipes are provided for different foods for each of the
holidays. For example, recipes are provided for different

elements of the Passover meal, the egg soup, the gelfite ba11s;

matsah kneidlach and a special Passover cake. The main dish recom
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mended is roast lamb.

An  entire seder Hs provided for the Passover, and the
author also relates it to the tab1; at which Jesus sat concerning
his last Passover or last supper.

The book s excellent from a biblical and theological point
aof  view. An appendix at the end compares the holidays of
Leviticus 23 and their corresponding observance 1in the Naw
Testament.

The book dis highly recommended for parents as resource
material to learn well the holidays and to teach their children
how to observe them. However, we have to keep in mind that this
book does not handle the holidays from a Messianic Jewish
perspective, although the writer as a non-~Jewish person has done
w1l o wunderstand  the O0ld Tescament backgrounds. This weiver

woulad rec

smtnsnc This book s s good supplement .

A Mavohs Aller of the LIGHT OF ISRAEL CONGREGATION, Yonkars:s,
New York, 1o s andldren's serdiss, | AWM UMIQUE for grades 1-5.
This Tz a children’s series running For one-gquarcer, 13

weeks or 3 months. Ideas for the materials are taken from

"Hallelujah! I'm Special;" The__Helping _Hands__Series; "Toby's

Mimsing  Maemory” raps about  Friendship, Maranacha Music, Costs

Meszs, Californis

;o "Frudit of the Spirit Tree" from Beoh Yeshua
Congregation in Philadelphis.

I AM UNIQUE dis & series teaching children they are
2RI &nd

imporcant o God piroviding chem wich & sense of self-:

confidences. Rome of the Tessons B erntt o Tad: Merre T

Sparrows; Somebody Special; Special Friends: etc.
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ented on 8 and 12 by 11 pag

Ts pre

Al

double spaced. The Tlessons are easy to follow and provide an

el laent guide Ffor the teacher, Tnoeluding the T rem

. O . ey O I
<, bhe preview, the la

on Trteelt, and then sn encouragemnent Lo

heve ohe ol Tdren rels

sn o To Ts  shared

. AT rer

sach e v, there are special projects that dnvolve the ohild.

Th

are keptin a special folder and st the end of ol

LS Tar

.

when the child takes it home, he or she will have a constant

remTnag ol why he e unfoue .

The only difficulecy -in roducing this mater

the author Ts highly dependent on ocher sour T PO

tham Tnto her  own  arrangement. Az & result cthere could be

copyiioght dTFFfouled

4. A series of lessons on the Jewish holidays written for the

most part by Marths &l1er of che LIGHT OF BRAEL CONGREGATIOMN,

Yo ke

#, Mew York, bhut two

af  Trumpets and

the True Yom Kippur were co-authored with Sondra Guy.

two holtidays alr

slmoe

Thige  Two

Jovy . o the celebracion of 3ukkat, ohe
Chanukkah ODetective Stmﬁy; snd Ezther--& HSBervant n God's Hands,
whioh s oa obildren's Purdim representation.

This material s slsoe on 8 and 1/2 by 1717 paper. As
each holiday ds presented, the teacher can teach his or her
chnildren its meaning, although for the most part, the material is

s wimple guideline on one page. Perhaps, the writers nsed to

sl Uhe maEter sl w0

o give  the g  more  Tull

el For

Far chiTadran .
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FONE Ve s number of

andd  Yom Kippur s

the ohildren to make objec

ralating to

Faor Ring by M nEnEn, b vt

o Yom Kippur, & book s made with & cover saying

Tweo Goscs Tor Yom Kippur, & picture or & Flanne

tanding by Rimg  and so on.

handoratos so  that  for Rosh Hashanah,

vrumpets  and dNMew Yesr ocards, and for Yom

50 Bible

Kippur, =sorolls which on the inside

relatin o To atonement or & CcEpUT

For Chanubdaasiy,

Py

sna v owoutd

of

this holiday. Howsver, & lTor s Tleft ©o cho

sher for the

im oo muoch Tn outTine foarm.

Trig worads

sl chough the

TE No

proviaed . T

o indioste that the

Che mudsio TUs use.

s more detvailed with provi Teor &

Purim spisl, written out in one's handwrdong.

~~~~~~~ Pur-im Bunday T0THve

jation, MNils

1o

o on Purdm,  and s evidently an attempt

o begin a on the Jawish holidays. The material appears on

B oand 12 by 10 s written oun.

Tal consis ol two

one Tor The pres

s

for middlers

5oang the second

primaries.

On the second

and third pag arTrg,  guiding
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el Uhe cory of  Purdm. An addivions]

cher o hiow o jar

T given over oo scoivicy in conne

seion wich ohe arcivsl Cinme

-~

5 g . .. P RN o
I T T R VTN Rl WU i RV

chdTadrern know about

Purim. In this wime of abhout 15-20 0 minutes: chae  ohiTdr

[ ]

Puirim, N the

[aT=) SNEPEC TSNS associated Wi P - -

[
HERT |

lon e made that story

[T s T pyE 16 -~20 miru e cions

. Buge

cov T e o IRt handorat o T e e etV ees sl

the  younger  obci lTdren,

& s e

prod e

shioe Fun  Tor

ot Lot

snd Pa plain ©he

biratel” T e

Fible Tesrning

crildren T & Me

far preszohoo

dantioc Jewish congregation.

Further explain that "the purpose of the program Ts o orienc

e LowaErods

the lea

@Vl ving with  Goed

sna commun ity Tnoa aont of celebravion.”

The material T8 scill Ain dts Forme srate and

wi G

12 = 11 paper. Howsver, Tt Tz well

Ot

nlans, time divided out for souivity, Bib’ Frn, wmnack cime, and

SO PURE S ONne MO .

cime . Alvtogethar, eaah

The sohaeduls

i

Gite it

o month of Tishrd, Rosh Hal3hanah, Yom Kippue,

-

during oh

Simehat Torah T completed. Also complet the SBhal
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EONV T, af  ETul  whiah

Boopromd to be Findshed

b mef e
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aver which

priacture indicste what
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é
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songs,  and  Ta pos
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ot From a Me

Tanie perspective.

rial o amlso ineTud

w1l

Zovrciphureg memory  ver we 1

Wit Hobrew words are

various Facets of
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af the vardious articol

for thse Seder
*

it

how  our Forefachers waera

b piature

P e s [
s T 18] [T

cradlead in s hashket .

s o

by Jett and

By Tar, this one of  the o osvatlable and
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FalTh ROQTH  FO

BOBUMOAY  SCHOOL  ANO CHILORERM'S
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-
o
0
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15 G VoY ER G E T OM Hein Marsaia

Roockei T e, MD

e

R, BN

that chey are eatat

on the spiritusl gif

s emphe

Hewaver ©he them For & M

arcic Jewish conitd

ta biring out ohis dimension.

In the preschool sample, & master lesson

e teacher and

o mentions che sord PrLre Uo

e centra truch Y Mericrmy Ve

supplemnentar

Godts  anima’l

che dog” and & supplementary of & puppat

sved By Believing."

The materials sre well written, and dlMlustrated, and

achoolers s weall older ohildren.

1 Mowev e T2 not From & MessJTandic Jewizgh

FE TR

Children: Merry RKaye and David

20 Shalom Books, 1986,
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Qe

o o be Informative snd esntertcsining and

o

bBicimg ol truths of Old and New Covenasntos down to the level of che

el in order ths M or she

The wsoom

v lw presented in plicture  book style, and the

ble the ohild vo Tesrn themn wall. In the

ook on hand, Che o on Abrasham Cindicaces how he

e b dnengy b sod rGeiblcs’ swomrdbndioed L Mo cMed i dewdsh

people to love God asgasin and o obsy Him. "

the ohild cthat while che M

sTah died

oy U

¥

baok to Tife asgasin and cthat TF we ask Him, Yesbus, Tnto

QU G

Fon will maeske God happy.

The only difficulecy wicth the story chat no mencion

N
i

Wi taver T

given &as To why Yeshus died.

[te books are well written and illustrated and the story is
told 1in a very pleasing way for the child to grasp the basic

bibldical truth.

%. Jamie Lash, Righteous_Rhymes, Vol. I (Ft. Lauderdale, Love

Song to  the

Lauderdale, Love Song to the Messiah, 1887).

Jamie Lash's years of experience as a teacher has enabled

har to produocse two good sets of materials, one Ffor pre-sahoolers

Lif T Five vyesrs of age and Che whii o T i 6

el Tor onvildean up o ten vesrs
, i K
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Follow ohe
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Conclusion

I can say that working with children has been my abiding
passion for vears and to this day, nothing is more blessed than
hbeing with them, helping in their decisions for the Lord for
salvation and then cha11engingAthem to dedicate their young lives
for future ministry. We do not start giving them a vision for the
Lord's work when they are older teens. The challenge begins Jong
bhefore children reach their early teens so as to set their lTittle
minds and hearts on what can be done for the Lord.

I am grateful for those "dinvolved 1in preparing messianic
materials today and for all involved in working with the children
in the Messianic Jewish congregations. How different +dt +is than

when my husband and I first started out vears ago. We had praysd
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grateful for the congregations that exist today, allowing

For Jewizh beliavers to Find cheir Fellowship in & morse congenisl

athnic and cultural atmosphere.

Mow as to materials. Obviously, 1in spite of what we do
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For specific material +n ministry, Martha Aller's I AM
UNIQUE 41is excellent and can be put to good use meeting the neads
of children. So is Jamie Lash's RIGHTECUS RHYMES. I Took forward

to the publishing of Feinberg’'s materials on the Jewish holidays.
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produce the graded materials to cover the Scriptures and the
Jewish holidays. The Committee can then assign various children's
workers to write these materials for each grade Tlevel. The
Lausanne Consultation can then publish this material or contract
its production by some existing publishing house for children’s
mater%a?s, or the Lederer Foundation in Baltimore.

This writer has considered this paper a labor of love and
trust that the Lord will use it for the encouragement in
developing materials for use by Messianic Jewish congregations to
tha @xtent that our children in the future generations will take

their place in Teadership as long as the Messiah tarries.



