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Introduction

When it comes to recent trends in media, I used the time period of December
1985 through March 1986. During this time, over 300 articles have been printed
on our movement, numerous radio interviews, etc.

I would like to present my report within the framework of eight clippings
that help tell the story. Most of the articles deal with anti-missionary groups
and their attempts to thwart our efforts. Names that appear again and again are
Larry Levey (Jews for Judaism), Ben Tzion Kravitz (UCLA) and Julius Berman
(Jewish Community Relations Council Task Force on Missionaries and Cults in New
York City).

Media tends to pulse, to twist, to turn, to rise and fall in a cyclical
rhythm. It comes in waves. Sometimes the media wave is caused by an earthquake
event in evangelism or a far distant shore. Other times the waves are caused by
the moon rise which gently lifts the waters by its distant gravitational pull.
S5till other times media comes in A splash as when a person falls into a small
pond. The closer you are to the event, the stronger is the splash factor. If
you want publicity for your ministry, you can make a splash, but you might get
soaked.

In order to grasp the importance of media in terms of its impact on the
soclety we are trying to reach, it's necessary to be aware of the following
statistics:

1. 86.5 million households own televisions, and there are 1,214 television
stations.

2. Most households own at least four radios and there are 4,792 AM radio
stations and 3,801 FM radio stations.

3. 94% of U.S. adults read at least one magazine a month. An example of
the readership can be seen in 53 million circulation for READER'S
DIGEST and 46 million circulation for TV GUIDE.

4, There are 1,688 daily newspapers in the U.S. and 7,700 weekly news-—
papers.
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The Role of Medisa

The role of media is to amplify a statement. Our recent media reflects the
following:

1. The occasional feature article which most newspapers print every few

years. It generally states that there are Jews who believe in Jesus. It tends
to feature local missions and local rabbis responding and reacting to the work
of the missions.

Addendum A, "Jews for Jesus Walk A Rough Road Today, But When Was Their
Pathway Ever Easy?" in the NEW YORK CITY TRIBUNE on February 5, 1986, is a prime
example. This New York City newspaper focuses on local issues including the
JCRC of New York lawsult Jews for Jesus is presently involved in with a quote
from Julius Berman of the JCRC. The article then goes on to give somewhat of a
history of the Jewish Christian movement, a look at deprogramming and the modern
day dilemmsa. of Jews maintaining a Jewish identity while believing in Y'shua.
It's a very balanced, if not biased in our favor, article.

2. Stories that are triggered by events. An example of this type of story

would be the arson attempt on the Messianic Assembly in Jerusalem a while back.
It not only received local coverage, but Assoclated Press, United Press
International and Reuters picked it up which gave the item exposure around the
globe,

A more recent example is found in Addendum B, "Christian converts stir
Jewish debate" in the BALTIMORE SUN on February 3, 1986. This article was the
result of an event on the University of Maryland campus where 3id Roth moderated
a debate entitled, "Can Yeshua be proven to be the Jewish Messiah from the
Jewish Scriptures?". On the pro side of the argument were Mike Brown of Christ
for the Nations and Dan Juster of Beth Messiah Congregation. Rabbi Steven Bayar
of Mishkan Torah Congregation and Mickey Miller of the Anti-Missionary Institute

of Philadelphia represented the con argument.
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The controversy surrounding the event included the retreat of Larry Levey
and the Jews for Judaism organization from participation which gave a unique
platform for us to make the statements about Y'shua we wanted to make.

3. Media begets media. This was first seen by the "Smiling Faces" ad done

by the ABMJ and in recent history, more extensively in the Y'shua Campaigns.

Addendum C, "Alleged Cult Ad Draws Protests To 'Phila. Magazine'" in the
ADVERTISNG/COMMUNICATIONS TIMES of December, 1985.

Many full-page ads were placed in secular magazines, including one in
PHILADELPHIA MAGAZINE. A reaction from the Jewish community leadership of
Philadelphia (the Jewish Community Relations Council) was the impetus for a
follow-up piece by a trade publication for those in the advertising business.
In addition, the local Jewish paper, THE JEWISH EXPONENT, covered the story.

The "media begets media' principle comes into play again and again. The
Y'shua Campaign ads also generated many radio and television opportunities such
as the People Are Talking show in Boston and Philadelphia, the Bob Grant and
Barry Farber radio programs in New York, etc.

It is important for us as a movement to anticipate the response or reac-
tions to media that we generate and be ready to seize the opportunities.

4. Announcement of meetings and events through press releases (i.e. Christ
in the Passover presentations).

Whenever a Jewish mission or a messianic congregation sends out a press
release to announce an upcoming event, it is an opportunity to reinforce the
Jewlsh Christian presence. Use of good high contrast, black and white pho-
tographs where we supply captions are also helpful. When a newspaper is short

on space, they might well have room for a photo if not an entire write-up.
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A good example of this type of coverage can be seen in Addendum D-1,
"'Shalom' Appropriate for Service" in the ALEXANDRIA DAILY TOWN TALXK, on
February 17, 1986. Baruch Goldstein, presenting Christ in the Passover, at an
area church gets to glive his testimony of salvation, explain some of the
Christology in the Passover and his organizatiqn's address for more information.

Unfortunately, our opposition has recently startéd using this same strat-
egy, as in the case of Addendum D-2, "Critic says Hebrew-Christians are
preaching distorted truths" in THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE/HERALD on March 15, 1986.

Here Larry Levey of Jews for Judaism, an anti-missionary agency, is
speaking at the Augusta Jewish Center in Georgia. Levey is articulate and has
no qualms about distorting the truth regarding our movement. Fortunately in the
case of this article, the reporter sought a Jewish Chrstian voice to give the
article balance. But this is a reverse of the past ten years where the articles
begin with our movement and the reporters then seek out rabbis to offer a
counter opinion.

5. Letters to the editor, call-ins to talk programs. Letters to the edi-

tor can result from any of the types of media I've described thus far. A recent
example is Addendum E, "Jews for Jesus" in CHICAGO magazine in the February 1986
issue. Here we have a magazine printing both a pro and a con letter. 1In other
cases (e.g. Jewish publicétions) the pro-Jdewish Christian letter rarely gets
published. The best pro letter is one written by either an unsaved Jew or a
Christian not employed in the field of Jewish evangelism. Either writer would
have more credibility with the larger readership. In the above example, the
unsaved writer states:

I am aware that many Jews are writing to protest the magazine's

publication of an advertisement sponsored by Jews for Jesus. As a
dJew, I do not share that group's religious beliefs, and I personally
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question their Jewishness. But I strongly support thelr right to
believe as they choose and to run advertisements expressing those
beliefs. To me, freedom of religion and of the press means that
anyone may express himself freely as long as he does not threaten
another's right to worship and to speak. Unfortunately, many groups
are a threat to the liberties of others, but Jews for Jesus is not one
of them.

Calling in to a radio talk show dealing with issues of concern to us is
being‘done more these days. We need to be aware that the Jewish community has a
highly developed "telephone tree" system. But we can get the word out, too, if
we properly organize.

6. More aggressive and misinformative statements in Jewish publications

with a fund raising hook. Addendum F-1, "The Growing Threat of Missionary

Groups" in the AMIT WOMAN magazine in the Janmuary-February 1986 issue, and
Addendunm ¥F-2, "Caveat Emptor: Missionary Advertisements” in the JEWISH PRESS on
February 28, 1986, fit into this category. The following lies and distortions
come from the AMIT article by Margaret Charytan:

Camp Hope is run by the "Jews for Jesus," a non-Jewish missionary
group.

The Task Force has discovered that missionary groups are becoming
more aggressive and more sophisticated in their attempts to convert
the Jewish people. Dr. Abramowitz notes that in the past year, "Jews
for Jesus" (run by Moishe Rosen, a Jew who converted to Christianity
in the 1950s) has applied for membership in various Jewish community
centers.

.+s.the group has purchased burial plots at a Miami Beach Jewish
cemetery, has offered free Passover Seders (in which the three matzot
used on the Seder plate are explained to be symbolic of the Trinity),
and has organized special services for deaf Jews on several college
campuses.

The American Board of Missions to the Jews maintains centers in
thirteen American cities as well as missions all over the world
(including Israel). It is alleged that this group has operated day
care centers and that its members even evangelize in nursing homes and
hospitals, going so far as to promise terminally ill single-parent
patients that the mission will adopt their children if the patients
will convert.
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The final thrust of this and most scare articles like it is an appeal for
funds. "We can do more to prevent this from happening if..." The AMIT article
uses this tactic:

»s+"'we have made a significant impact beyond the funds which have
been generously allocated to us by the Federation of Jewish Philan-
thropies and UJA. If we were larger," he adds, "we could have an even
greater impact. Together with our new Chairman, Julius Berman, and
with Peggy Tishman, president of the JCRC, we look forward to the

future with the continued hope that we will be able to save Jewish
souls and future Jewish generations,”

Conclusion

I think that it's fair to say that media coverage of our movement will pro-
bably increase. Whether or not we want this kind of coverage is irrelevant. It
will increase because, beside the normal stimulation of our activities, the
organized opposition such as Jews for Judaism, JCRC Task Force on Missionaries
and Cults and various anti-missionaries are seeking and getting secular press
coverage in an organized and efficient way.

Even though media (i.e. TV, radio, magazines, newspapers) might become
involved through stimulation of publicity-seeking devices by our opposition, if
we are prayerful and alert, it can become our opportunities to get our stat-
ments heard.

Daniel Fuchs once told Moishe Rosen that the only bad news coverage is if
they spell your name wrong. By this he wasn't being egocentric; he was saying
that anything that brings the missionary work to the public attention can serve
our purposes. May we all be alert to the opportunities ahead for us in media

and use them to the glory of God and the furtherance of the gospel to our

people,



Jews for Jesus Walk
A Rough Road Today,
But When Was Their
Pathway Ever Easy?

By LLoyD HOWELL
Special to the New York City Tribune

It’s always been tough to be a Jew
for Jesus. Even now, 2,000 years after
the first Jew followed Jesus, recent
events testify SSmm haven't improved
much.

“It’s not uncommon to be verbally
abused [by those whom we regard as
our fellow Jews],” said one member of
Jews for Jesus Inc., one of the more
active Jewish Christian organizations.

He'wore a “Jesus Made Me Kosher”
T-shirt as he handed out colorful flyers
on the street during a recent lunch hour
in midtown Manhattan.

Although most Jews today have little
trouble existing side by side with
Christians and many have entered into
friendly Jewish-Christian dialogues,
they are still disturbed by the existence
of Jews who follow Jesus.

The trouble, from the Jewish poin
of view, begins when such Christian
Jews claim they are still Jewish. Jews
for Jesus look upon themselves as con-
‘verted, completed or fulfilled Jews, and
for the most part see themselves as
recovering the lost Jewishness of Jesus.

For example, their congregations of-
ten have such names as Beth Y’shua and
B'rit Shalom, and inside their houses of
worship you are not likely to find a tow-
ering crucifix but a simple candle above
the ark containing the Torah.

Moreover, some Jewish Christians
have suggested that their liturgy, unlike
that of gentile churches, is one even
Jesus himself would recognize.

Thus, Jewish Christians often con-
tinue the bar mitzvah for their children
and hold Saturday rather than Sunday
to be the Sabbath.

+ The tension between Jews for Jesus
and mainline Jews can lead to some real
clashes.

Last year, for example, the Jews for

Jesus group filed suit, charging a major
New York Jewish organization with vio-
lating its civil rights by trying to prevént
it from holding an interfaith seder, or
Passover meal.

The suit, filed in late July in stat
m:v&:ﬁ Court in Manhattan, ngmmw
that the Jewish Community Relations
Council, which represents 40
metropolitan-area religious and com-
munal agencies, had urged Long Island
rabbis to use their influence with cater-
ers, restaurants and Christian.clerics to
prevent the seder.

Moishe Rosen, founder and execu-
tive director of Jews for Jesus Inc.,
which has long been at odds with Jewish
organizations, said the legal action was
taken because of many recent attempts
to stifle or discredit his 12-year-old
group. ,

“We are protected by law,” Rosen
said. “We feel that most Jewish people,

while dissenting from what we believe, |

would certainly not want anyone repre-
senting them to try to interfere with
free speech.”

Jules Berman, head of the Jewish
council's Task Force on Missionaries
and Cults, charged that the missionary
group was attempting to “stifle our ef-
forts for full disclosure to educate Jews
and non-Jews alike as to the true nature,
_%8:” and tactics of the Jews for Jesus
nc.

The suit, which seeks a “symbolic”
$10Cin damages and reimbursement for
lawyers’ fees and court costs, centers
on a memorandum sent by the Jewish
council to-a number of Long Island rab-
bis warning -that Jews for Jesus -was
seeking a site to conduct the an_cosm_

-Passover-meal and-serviee. -t

Seen as Undermining Judaism
Jewish followers of Jesus, who are

also called Hebrew Christians and mes-
sianic Jews, are seen as a-threat be-
cause their claims to being Jewish, oth-
er Jews feel, lead to an undermining of
the Jewish faith. .

While Christianity is not likely to be
called a cult, Jews for Jesus Inc. is called
just that and is often attacked by main-
line Jews in a fashion seen by members
as “venomous.”

One could easily conclude, as many
observers have, that messianic Jews —
compared with Catholics and Protes-
tants — are not different enough to be
afforded the luxury of peaceful coexis-
tence!

Jewish Christians’ decision to accept
Jesus, or “Y’shua” as they prefer to call
him, as the long-awaited messiah is reg-
ularly met with what the believers per-
ceive as ridicule and derisive accusa-
tions from some mainline Jews, who,
the messianic Jews say, appear not to
give Jews for Jesus credit for the intel-
ligence to make an informed decision.

Messianic Jews are also accused of
following Jesus out of ignorance of what
Judaism really is, despite the finding of
a reporter that Y’shua believers are
likely to know very well why and what
they are doing.

__Andno wonder. They are frequently

called upon to defend their faith to bitter
skeptics in emotionally charged sit-
uations, according to members of Jews
for Jesus who were interviewed.

Acceptance of Jesus can easily lead

to alienation from relatives and parents,
as one is branded the black sheep of the
family for deviating from the Jewish
faith,

Much of the reason for the apparent
hostility of Jewish organizations toward
Hebrew Christians is that they are seen
as the perpetrators of a cultural-
spiritual genocide.

In this view, the proselytization and
Jewish posture of Jews for Jesus are
seen — along with intermarriage and
cultural assimilation — as eroding the
relatively small number of Jews left in
the world today. .

Some Were ‘Deprogrammed’

Some opponents of Jewish Christian
organizations have at times gone so far
as to “deprogram” Jewish believers in
Jesus. Deprogramming is the practice
of using hired men and women to kid-
nap, forcibly detain and coerce a reli-
gious believer into recantation of his
faith.

Going back in history to find the oni-
gin of the split between Christianity and
Judaism, we see that Jesus' early follow-
ers, all Jews, hid in fear of reprisals after

New Mork Cify Tribune
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his crucifixion unti, it is said, he ap-
peared in the upper room, when they
experienced a faith-affirming
transformation. )

Soon thereafter, having had the Pen-

“tecost experience;they boldly went

about proclaiming their new-found
sense of salvation. Most of these early
proselytizers for Jesus were repri-
manded by Jewish authorities. Others
were imprisoned and some, like Ste-
phen, met an untimely end and became
martyrs.

Looking for a more receptive au-
dience than the one they found in Israel,
a.few of these Jews who had come to

“believe in Jesus went to spread the

word of their salvation among their Jew-

_ish brethren in the Diaspora.

Still, not all went well. They were
persecuted, scornfully called “followers
of the sect of the. Nazarene,” and
branded troublemakers who were turn-
ing the world upside-down.

Finally, Paul, the Pharisee who Ea
accepted Jesus as messiah, exasper-
ated and at his wits' end after many
fruitless attempts to convince his peo-
ple Jesus was the long-awaited messi-
ah, turned in his frustration to mm:EmP
feeling they were more receptive to his
message.

The reasons Jews who had monmvﬁma

qmm:m met with little success in convinc-

ing their brethren of his messiahship
were complex, but centered for the
most part on theology.

Messiah to Vanquish Enemies

Chief among these reasons was the
long-held Jewish belief that the messiah

would vanquish Israel’s enemies and re-
store her former greatness and purity
of faith.

" Jews for Jesus in what was then Pal-
estine were destined to experience
great difficulty as they promoted what
Jooked to other Jews like a defeated or
even “sham’” messiah — a leader who,
for all intents and purposes, couldn’t pull
off the establishment of a godly,
judeocentric world, such as had been
predicted by the biblical prophets.



Certainly it was hard, if not impossi-
ble, for the Jewish nation to accept a
crucified Jesus as the King of Kings, and
no amount of scriptural hair-splitting
was going to convince them otherwise.

Nonetheless, the early Jews who
believed in Jesus and his resurrection
strongly felt their new-found faith was
in strict accordance with Jewish
scripture. This is evidenced by the
structure of the gospel of Matthew it-
self, where Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
is obviously meant to parallel Moses’
Mount Sinai revelation.

Within a few decades after the cru-
cifixion, as the body of believers in
Jesus' messiahship showed signs of
swelling with non-Jews, dissension was
to develop within Christian ranks.

The issue that was to split them was
whether or not and to what extent a
non-Jewish believer in Jesus had to fol-
.oi Jewish religious law.

*  However, there was little question
about what tradition to follow for most
of those who were horn Jewish and who
had come to accept Jesus — they con-
tinued in the faith of their forefathers,
grafting Jesus’ teachings onto the al-
ready existing body of belief, They at-
tended temple rituals, circumcised their
children, upheld the sabbath and gath-
ered at Passover to share in both old
and new covenants.

Gentiles Shaped Christianity

Ironically, over the span of centur-

ies, the tables weré turned, and even-
tually it was the large gentile majority
with its Greco-Roman culture that was
to determine and give shape to the body
of believers, known today as
Christians.
' The fact that this “Christianity” was
now both distinctively different cultur-
ally from its Jewish origins and far larger
numerically tended to undercut the
claim that Jews could believe in Jesus.

Thus, as time went by, Jews as a
whole found it more and more difficult
to believe that acceptance of Jesus was
in any way compatible with Judaism. In
fact, as Christianity came to be seen as
a wholly new and decidedly different
cultural and religious phenomenon, it
was felt that for a Jew to be a Christian
he had to abandon his Jewish heritage.
- The Jews for Jesus group, then, re-
presents a sharp reversal of the 2,000~
year -trend that has solidified
Christianity and Judaism into two dis-
crete and often clashing religions.
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Omm.mmmb o._ob,ﬁwlm stir Jewish debate

By Frank P. L. Somerville
Religion Editor of The Sun -

Aggressive proselytizing by Jew-
ish converts to Christianity known
as Messlanics is causing broad con-
cern among Baltimore’'s Jewish
leaders, who estimate that 60,000
American Jews have joined the con-
troversial Hebrew-Christian_moVe-
ment in recent years,

The number of such converts in
the Baltimore-Washington area is
currently estirnated at 1.200.

The decision by some Jews to
meet the religious challenge head-on
in open forums has led to internal
controversy within the Baltimore
Jewish community. -

“To debate or not to debate? That
has been the question of late regard-
ing the efforts of Messlanic Jews in
the area to engage Jewish leaders in
public dialogue over their theological
differences,” the Baltimore Jewish
Times commented in an editorial
Friday.

The weekly magazine sided with
those local Jewish spokesmen who
had been arguing against sharing
public platforms with the Messian-
ics, concluding that “the best meth-
od for dealing with this issue is in
one-to-one discussions or in small,
informal groups.” -

The issue came to a head with a
‘standing-room-only program the
evening of Jan. 23 at the University
of Maryland Baltimore County. Stu-
dents at the university made up a
small percentage of the audience.

Billed as a debate, the religious
confrontation drew about 500 peo- -
ple, who listened with rapt attention
while two Messianic Christians dis-
puted traditional Jewish interpreta-
tions of scripture — as presented by
a rabbi of the Reconstructionist
branch of Judaism and by a Jewish
anti-missionary leader.

The advertised subject of the de-
bate was: “Can Yeshua be proven to
be the Jewish Messiah from the
Jewish scrij ;ures?”

Yeshua is the Hebrew word for
Jesus. +

The rabbi, Steven -Bayar of the
Mishkan Torah Congregation in
Greenbelt, said, “We have proved Je-
sus is not the Jewish Messiah, and
there is no reason to go around say-
ing you can prove it with Jewish
scripture.”

His mostly Christian listeners
demonstrated by their applause a
strong preference for the rabbi’s ad-
versarles. ©

Much of the discussion centered
on the ancient Biblical prophecies
that the Messiah would be a descen-
dant of King David. Jesus could not
have been such a descendant, the
Jewish debaters argued, so long as
he was described as the product of a
union of Mary and the Holy Spirit.

“There was no such thing as ge-
nealogy by adoption,” said Mickey
Miller, director of the Anti-Mission-

ary Institute of Philadelphia, “and
the genealogy did not go through
women.”

Even if Joseph were Jesus' natu-
ral father, the claimed genealogical
ties to David were faulty, the Jewish
spokesmen in the debate contended.
They displayed family trees on a
screen to make their point.

- After first agreeing to participate
in the public program, the local lead-
ers of a national anti-missionary or-
ganization called Jews for Judaism
boycotted it, saying the groups’ “spir-
itual and financial backers” had ad-
vised against taking part,

Larry Levey, a lawyer who re-
cently fook over. the full-time direc-
tion of Jews for Judaism in Balti-
more, said he objected to both the
format and the intent of the debate.

In a large ad placed in the Balti-
more Jewish Times the next day,
the group ascribed “venom and
half-truths” to the Messianic Jews
— whom it called “Jews.foralesus,”
although this is the nari ne
branch of the Christian missionary
movement among Jews.

“The ‘Jews for Jesus' movement
has been widely denounced by both
Jew and Christian alike for its cult-
like, deceptive, aberrant and decid-
edly non-Jewish nature,” the ad
said.

The statement continuied: “To en-
gage in a public debate with

If-styled leaders of the movement
ould accord it an unwarranted de-
of respect and legitimacy, which

s precisely what this heretical
ovement has long sought.

“The leaders of the movement
have repeatedly demonstrated their
lack of personal integrity and seem-
ingly limitless capacity for deception.
As such, it is not unreasonable to
suppose that a public debate would
later be utilized by the movement to
further its nefarious ends.”

Sid Roth, the Messianic Jewish
radio evangelist who arranged for
the Jan. 23 debate and acted as its
moderator and timekeeper, count-
ered that the strong language was
typical of his theological opponents,
but that shying away from a debate
was not consistent with the Jewish
character,

-After the UMBC program, which
members of the campus staff said
drew one of the biggest audiences for
such student government events,
each side announced it had won.

Both Jewish participants said
they had no regrets about debating
the Messianics, although Rabbi Bay-
ar criticized Mr. Roth for making
pro-Messianic announcements

The Messianic position was tak-
en by Mike Brown, a teacher of Old
Testament at Christ for the Nations
Bible Institute in Stony Brook, N.Y.,
and the Rev. Dan Juster, a Presbyte-
rian who is minister of the Beth Mes-
siah Congregation in Rockville.
~ Mr. Levey said that while Jews
for Judaism was opposed to any
more debates between traditional
and Messianic Jews that would be
open to the general public, “I would

“love to dialogue with them in front of
their own group.”

He said Jews for Jud
growing, with a mailing list of about
5,000 and groups of adherents in

Philadelphia, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Har-
risburg, Pa., Boston and Cleveland,
and a merger under consideration
with a similar group in Los Angeles.
Mr. Levey added, however, that
Jews for Jesus was still only a
fourth as large as Mr. Roth’s organi-
zation, Messianic Vision, which
claimed a mailing list of 19,000.
Jews for Judaism was founded in
Baltimore by Rabbi Motty Berger,
who now lives in Israel, and was in-

corporated two years ago. The orga-
nization says it has succeeded in
slowing the growth of the Messianic
movement in the Pikesvillearea. __
It has expanded its focus beyond
the Messianics, said Mr. Levey. He
said Orthodox Judaism now consid-
ered the Christian missionary activi-
ties of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, the Assemblies of God and
some Presbyterian groups especially
threatening to Jews. _




A ' ’ e g ed Cu ’ t A d Sure I'm Jewish. And I celebrate Christmas.
Draws Protests To

“Phila. Magazine”

By Dr. Gae Holladay

“Sure I'm Jewish. Ana 1 The.magazme agreed to a

ceiebrate Christmas.™
This headline on a fuli-page and
in the Current, December 1985,
issue of Philadelphia Magazine
has elicited many ‘‘distressed”
calls and letters, according to
Christine Phillips, assistant to
the publisher of Philadelphia
Magazine.
Some
canceled.
“People were upset. Others
were reasonable,” she said.
Writers protesting said the ad
is misleading.

subseriptions were

The Jewish Community
Relations Council of Greater
Philadelphia, in a letter to

Philadelphia Magazine, objected
to the tactics of Jews for Jesus,
the organization that placed the
ad.

The ad. the letter said, violated
“the commitmeni to ethics and
honest which we, Christians and
Jews alike; share as part of our
biblical heritage.”’

*“There was no reason to reject
the ad on usual grounds,”
Phillips explained. She pointed
out that Philadelphia Magazine
perceived nothing pornographic
orillegalin the ad.

Philadelphia Magazine's full-
page black and white general ad
rate is $4600. ACT was told that
the ad was placed by Jews for
Jesus from their California
headquarters.

ACT was also told that a 2%
discount was allowed. This in-
dicates that payment was made
in advance.

FREE SPEECH CITED

Defending - the magazine's
decision to run the ad, publisher
Orlin Davis- told ACT: “'We ac-
cepted it on the basis of free
speech, viewing the magazine as
a forum.” -

Davis added that to maintain
integrity *‘a publisher must take
the view that editorial and ad-
vertising copy is, from time to
time. controversial.”

December 13 meeting with the
JCRC.

“If there is a real ethical basis
for objecting to the ad,
Philadelphia Magazine wants to

keep an open mind.” Davis
urged.
“We believe in rightful

disagreement. That is the same
right the magazine exercised in
choosing to run the ad,” he ad-
ded.

LITTLE RESPONSE
ELSEWHERE

New York Magazine has also
run the ad.

There was little reader
response, according to Edward
Kosner, editor.

However Kosner told ACT he
did have a handful of negative
letters on his desk.

“*Most were upset because they

felt Jews for Jesus was a
proselytizing organization — a
cult — and were disappointed

that weranthe ad.” he said.

Like Davis. Kosner made a
defense of the free market for
ideas that exists in America

1 believe people have a right
to make their case,” he said.

*Qur job is not to make moral
judgements about advertising.”
Kosner insisted.

Both Philadelphia and New
York Magazine representatives
said they would likely accept
such an ad in the future.

LOCAL MEDIA ROLE
JCRC objections to the ad
created sufficient emotion to
draw local press attention.

The Jewish Exponent
responded with a recent article.
~Magazine Draws Wave of
Protest

In that article. Ruth Hershey.
promotion director  of
Philadelphia Magazine, 1s quoted
as saving the ad “is straight
language and is reallv offensive
only to Jews,”

: Y

Il ave you erer noticed thar Y 'shia
ctivat’s the Jewish way 1o say Jesus..)

o (s born of a Jewish mother

o spentall of his Tife in Lsrael

o Said that he was the_jewish Messiah and hacked
1 up e eridence from the Jewish Seriptures

{1 your don’t Lifowr this, maybe you need to recefve
the book, Y shua, br's prec ro those who want to know lim.

AD PROTESTED: Above is the ad placed in *“Philadelphia Magazine’’
by Y‘Shua Book, ¢/0 Jews for Jesus, San Francisco, CA. lfwas a full page
ad, at abouf $4,600, with a 2% cash discount, according 1o ‘Philadelphia
Magazine.”” There was a coupon af the bettom of the ad.

This i3 not the first such storm
in Philadelphia.

Susan Perlman. advertising
director for the national
headquarters of Jews for Jesus in
San Francisco. told ACT that the
JCRC has responded negatively
to earlier ad campaigns in this
area.

Jews for Jesus received letters
“deploring™ a full-page position
paper printed in the Philadelphia
Inquirer three vears ago. she
recalled.

“We're not astenished.” she
admitted when hearing about the
JCRC exchanges with
Philadelphia Magazine.

Periman claimed the ad.
designed in the San Francisco
headquarters. to be in good taste
and highly ethical.

“We clearly identify ourselves
in the ad. We are offering Jews
and Christians alike an option to
find - out for themselves about
Jews who believe in Christ. not
just accept pre-digested views.”
she explained.

ADD RUNS NATIONALLY

Print exposure of Jews for
Jesus in concentrated December
ads is part of a larger. continuous
campaign by the group.

“We have a lot of faith mn the
{ree press in this country, and we
have had a very fair shake.”
Periman said.

The ad running in the current
issue of Philadelphia Magazine 13
also appearing in December
issues of U.S. News & World
Report. Time. Fsychology
Today. Parade and Better Homes
& Gardens, among other
publications

Controversy over their ads is
nonevelly for Jews for Jesus

Perlman told ACT that
Newsweek ran a similar ad in
December 1982, After receiving
objectionable letters the
magazine did not accept ad-
vertising from the organization in
subsequent vears.




- ‘Shalom’ AMexanbdria Baily Town Talk

Appropriate
For Service

By Sidney Williams
Town Talk Staff Writer

“Shalom.” ,

This traditional Jewish greeting and
message of peace doesn’t usually open
Christian services, but Baruch Goldstein
finds the Hebrew word appropriate for his
message — “a special peace that comes
only through knowing Jesus Christ.”

Goldstein, who is a member of the Jews
for Jesus organization, presented a special
program, “Christ in the Passover,” to a
congregation at Jackson Street Presbyte-
rian Church last week. In the.program,
Goldstein likened some Jewish traditions
of Passover with Christianity.

Goldstein considers himself a mission-
ary for Jews for Jesus. The organization
was founded in 1973 with only about-a half-
dozen mmembers, but it has grown and now
has branches in several cities.

Goldstein pointed out that the first peo-
ple who accepted Jesus as the Messiah
were Jews and they passed the message
on to Gentiles. Jews for Jesus seeks to
take the message of Christ back to the
Jewish people, Goldstein said.

“It's a.controversial group,” he said,
pointing out that many Jews believe a per-
son cannot be both Christian and Jew.
Goldstein, however, differs. A great num-
ber of Jewish people are coming to believe
or are considering the gospel, Goldstein
said. “God is working in the Jewish com-
munity,” he said.

“I came to believe in Jesus back in
1971,” said Goldstein, who was raised as a
Conservative Jew in New York City, “The
name of Jesus was considered a dirty
‘word,” he said. His conversion came when
he began to read the New Testament.

He said he accepted Jesus as the Mes-
siah, not because he was lonely or for any
reason other than that “I found it to be
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true.”

“If Jesus is not the Messiah to the Jews,
he can’t be Savior to Gentiles either. He
can't be one and not the other.”

“I don’t consider myself an ex-Jew,”
Goldstein said. Instead, he said, he is ful-
filled and kosher, or clean. “Jesus made.
me kosher. Anybody who believes in Jesus
is made clean.”

Goldstein said most of his work is in
New York City, “I'm the director of the
New York work,” he said.

He has been with Jews for Jesus since it
began in San Francisco and says New
York is an important area of ministry be-
cause of its large Jewish population. By
reaching a substantial number of people in
New York, the impact will be felt around
the world, Goldstein predicted.

In his presentation, Goldstein explained
the significance of many Jewish Passover
traditions. He said he believes there are
many indicators about the Messiah in the
tradition, including allusions to the Trinity.
“I believe there are times the Almighty
omﬂ teach us truths about Himself,” he
said.

He demonstrated portions of the Pas-
sover observation, stating the seal used in
the original Passover in Egypt was like a
Cross.

“I am in Louisiana to try to tell the peo-

. ple in this state about the love of God and

the joy we can have in knowing the risen
Lord.”

“I think the majority of the people ... in

“the world are not really Christian,” he

said. Many people have grown up in a
Christian environment, but they have
“never given their lives to the Saviour.”
Goldstein said information about his or-
ganization is available by writing 60
Haight St., San Francisco, Calif. 94102.



Critic says H mvﬂmsc.ﬁ hristians

are preachi

By Sally McGill

Staff Writer

Can a person be Jewish and Christian
at the same time?

Larry Levey, a member of Jews for
Judaism, says no. He tried.

Moishe Rosen, director of Jews for Je-
sus, says Yes, he is.

‘Hebrew-Christian groups, such as
Jews for Jesus, distort the truth and emp-
ty Judaism of its theological meaning,
said Levey, member of a Hebrew-Chris-
tian group for about two years before join-
ing Jews for Judaism.

He spoke Sunday at the Augusta Jew-
ish Center.

Hebrew-Christian groups are organiza-
tions for Jews who believe that Jesus is
the Messiah. Jews for Judaism is a coun-
ter organization.

Levey said Hebrew-Christian groups
basically are_a cultlike phienomenon who
give false revelations. ‘“They attempt to
make historical characteristics of the
New Testament appear Jewish. They do
that basically by emptying Judaism of its
theological meaning.”

But Rosen said that they are just as
Jewish and just as Christian as charac-
ters from the New Testament such as Pe-
ter, Paul, James and John.

Levey belonged to Beth Messiah,

Christian-Hebrew group in Rockville, Md.
e joined the group while he was a lawyer
n Washington attempling to find meaning
and value and value in his life. Judaism
didn’t appear to be the place to find that,
he said.

The groups use three strategies to con-
vert Jews, Levey said.

“They attempt to use the Jewish Bible
to prove Jesus was the Messiah,' he said.
In every case, he said. they took the scrip-
ture out of context, distorted and some-
times fabricated the meaning.

Levey said the groups do not give the
whole truth at once. “*What they don't tell
is that Jesus is God. Messiah, they (Jews)
-can handle, God they can’t.”

ing distorted truth

The Hebrew-Christian m_,o.cUm say that
by believing in Jesus, they won't be giving
up their Judaism. :a:wma they will be a
fulfilled or completed Jew, Levey said.

“What they really do is reject Juda-
ism. They reject what it really means to
be Jewish,” he said.

They interpret Jewish symbols
Christologically, not with a Jewish under-
standing. Whenever the Jewish and Chris-
tian concepts are in conflict, the groups
always accept the Christian theology,
Levey said.

- what's involved heruv s the
idea of integrity. The person has lo- make

a choice. He can’t be a Jew and a Chris-

tian at the same time. They'll do anything

they can to make it appear Jewish. It's .

not at all a Jewish system, but a hybrid.”

Rosen said that the church has been
accused of distorting scripture to prove
Jesus is Messiah for a long time. Those al-
legations are not new and not limited to
Hebrew-Christian groups.

“That has nothing to do with it,” he
said.

Rosen also said the divinity of Jesus is
not the real issue.

“The real issue before we start dis-
cussing the trinity is the more primary is-
sue of Jesus as Savior,” Rosen said. “We
want to keep the focus on the issue.

“People have got to understand that
Jesus is the sin bearer. The deity of Christ
is something that's difficult to under-
stand. We start with the basics then move
to the more complex. That's the way it
should be done.”
~ He said the person’s Jewish heritage
remains intact. *“They don’t give up their
Jewishness when they convert to Christi-
anity anymore than the Apostle Peter
gave up on his Jewishness. We have a
New Testament precedent.

“For most Jews, Judaism is not a reli-
gion, it's & way of life — the way we relate
to each other,” Rosen said.

But Levey has other problems
with Hebrew-Christian groups.

The aim of the Messianic Jewish
groups is to find weakness and vul-
nerability, he said. They tell the con-
verts all their problems will be
solved if they accept Jesus.

“A point of fact is that it doesn’t

work. They offer people simple solu-
tions. They take in people with seri-
ous issues in their lives with a lot of
hurt and offer them false hope.”

Another characteristic of the He-
brew-Christian groups is the Jéwish
names and terms they adopt, Levey

said. For example, Jesus is Y'shua.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, is Miryam.

They don’t: wear crosses, they
wear Jewish stars. They call their
places of worship Messianic Jewish
Synagogues instead of churches.

Messianic Jews are charismatic,
he said. ‘“There is a lot of prophecy
and a lot of excitement, particularly
compared to the nature of syna-
gogue services.”

While he belonged to the Hebrew-
Christian _group Beth Messiah,
Levey mwa he was_kept busy m:a
ing_most of the time. ™1t
became the whole focus of my life. I
didn’t read any books except Chris-
tian books.”

Levey began to stray away from
the group when he went to a lecture
on a college campus on how to over-
come pressures from missionaries
trying to proselytize. ‘It raised cer-

tain theological doubts I was not

willing to acknowledge ' before.

“There was a certain amount of
dissatisfaction. I stopped caring
about people, except whether they
were going to heaven or hell. Their
narrow black and white terms con-

“hined 95 percent of the world to

hell.”

The Au

The Souths Q\.\E.\ New: _Nua\;ﬂ.m.q\

Section B

He checked into the prophecies
the Hebrew-Christians said were ful-
filled by Jesus and decided there
were distortions in the translation.

“I had to choose,” Levey said.
“Judaism said one thing, Christiani-
ty said another. I began to look at
what the group told me. The system
began to fall like a house of cards.”
When he, discovered that Judaism
could offer spiritual support, then he
could break away.

Now, he says, “I'm helping to ex-
pose people to the possibilities with-
in their own faith system. For many,
to have a personal relationship with
God isn't a message they’ve heard
before.” v

' But Rosen was critical of Levey’s
approach.

“The way Larry Levey makes a
living is by going around slandering
Christians. He plays on the fright of
the Jewish people,” he said.

“You've got to put yourself in the
position of Jewish people in Augus-
a.’’ Teen-agers in INew YOrk or
Philadelphia_may never associate
i ws, he said. Here, Jew-
ish teen-agers meet Oszm:mz woczm

people.
lm. s _creates a E.oEmB for the

parents. Maybe their son or daugh-
er wants to date a Christian. A Jew
n New York City may never hear
anything about the gospel.”

. Rosen spoke at First Presbyteri-
an Church several years ago and
was well-received, said the Rev.
John Oliver, pastor.

“Jews for Jesus is an m<m=mm=om
group that presents Jesus as Mes-
siah. We agree with that,”” Oliver
said. That doesn’t make the group a
cult.

Oliver said the issue is not reli-
gious freedom. The issue is that

gusta @_mg.:a_n
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Christiuns believe that Jesus is the
Menstah and Jews doa t

The Rev. Earl Hackett, the direc-
tor of pastoral care at University
Hospital, is Icss sympathetic toward
roups like Jews for Jesus.

Hackett said that in talking with
people of the Jewish faith who have
been approached by people from
Jews for Jesus, the Hebrew-Chris-
tians are persuasive in their at-
tempts to proselytize. “For that rea-
son, I personally tend to be unsym-
pathetic with the methods they use.

“My position would be to support
and enhance the persons in their be-
liefs in the Jewish faith rather than
seek to_convert them to ristiani-
Ev

Hackett said he agrees that some
people in Jews for Jesus take scrip-
ture and religious history out of con-
text. Thus, they are unfair to the
.common history of Judaism shared
‘with Christianity.

“Everybody is entitled to his or
her beliefs. It’s only a problem when
one person makes others uncomfort-
able and denies them the richness of
their awn faith
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The Growing Threat

of Missionary Groups

Camp Hope, a summer camb lo-

cated in Lake Carmel, New York,
~ sounds quite idyllic. The activities are
geared to attract Jewish youngsters
aged seven to fifteen and include arch-
ery, swimming, fencing, Israeli dancing
and Bible study. Best of all, the price is
right. Each three-week session is only
$130 per child—certainly a great met-
ziah (bargain). For working parents who
need a place for their children once
school is out and the hot summer be-
gins, it is almost a dream come true.
But the dream can easily turn into a
nightmare for Jewish parents: Camp

ope is run by the “Jews for Jesus.” a
non-Jewish missionary group, and the
Bible study sessions are geared towards
introducing Jesus into the lives of the
mostly Jewish campers. A

Sounds preposterous? Last year, ac-
cording to Dr. Phillip Abramowitz, Di-
rector of the Task Force on Missionaries
and Cults (a project of the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council of New York),
many Jewish children attended camps
such as this; and until last year, when
the Task Force intervened, over 137
Russian-Jewish immigrant families,
lured by inexpensive tuition, placed
their children in a summer camp in
Ashford, Connecticut which was spon-
sored by the Russo-Slavic Baptist
Union. '

Offering summer camping experi-
ences at greatly reduced rates is just
one of the techniques Christian mis-
sionary groups use to attract Jewish
families. The Russian Jewish communi-
ty both in the United States and Israel
has become a prime target for mission-
ary activity. In Brighton Beach alone,
an area of Brooklyn predominantly
inhabited by Soviet Jewish refugees,
seven Hebrew Christian missionary
organizations have been identified.

MARGARET CHARYTAN is a member
of the editorial board oT AMIT Woman.

by MARGARET CHARYTAN

Some of these groups provide day care
centers for Russian Jewish children

- whose parents need to work long hours.

In these centers, Christian teachings

are incorporated into the programs of-

fered to the impressionable children.
“The Orthodox Church is also in-

volved in luring school children and

X
Your Ragg,

One of the many propaganda pam-
phlets distributed by Jews for Jesus.

teenagers into their fold by offering free
tuition and flexible schedules in their
church school system.

The Task Force has discovered that
missionary groups are becoming more
aggressive_and_more_sophisticated in
their attempts to convert the Jewish

Christianity in the 1950s) has applied
for membership in various Jewish com-
munity centers, such as the one in El

‘Paso, Texas, in order to give the move-

ment credibility among Jews. Another
Hebrew Chyristian group wanted to par-
ticipate in the ulpan (Hebrew language)
prograr: ran by the Jewish Community "
Center in Tenafly, New Jersey. “In
each case, of course,” says Dr.
Abramowitz, “we have been in contact
with each of the targeted organizations
and have offered them the help of our

-attorney, Herbert Rosedale, who ap-

prises them of the legal alternatives in
dealing with the situation.”

Jews For Jesus claims that its mem-
bers are not converting Jews, but rather
are “enabling them to become complet-
ed Jews.” Latcly, the thrust of the
movement has been to claim that it is
indeed a part of the Jewish community.
Accordingly, the group has purchased
burial plots at a Miami_Beach Jewish
cemetery, has offered free Passover

- Seders (in which the three matzot used
- .on the Seder plate are explained to be

symbolic of the Trinity), and has orga-
nized special services for deaf Jews on
several college campuses.

people. Dr. Abramowitz notes that in
the past year, - Jews for Jesus” (run by
Moishe Rosen, a Jew who converted to

The Task Force has also discovered
that Jews for !esus has purchased a sev-
en-story building on Park Avenue and
31st Street in Manhattan and has estab-
lished several Messianic-Jewish congre-
gations in_the United States during the
past five vears.

Estimates of current membership in
Jews for Jesus range from 3000 to 7000.
This particular evangelical group main-
tains that the acceptance of Jesus as the
Messiah is consistent with Judaism and
encourages its adherents to observe rit-
uals such as lighting Shabbat candles,
wearing kipot (skullcaps) and celebrat-
ing Passover. All of these acts, howev-
er, arc given Christological implica-
tions. The group’s publications are
humorously written and caleulated to
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CAMP LAVI.

THE EXPERIENCE
OF A LIFETIME,

appeal to college-age students. Jews for
Jesus has also developed a large cadre of
singers who give concerts under Jew-
ish-sounding names such as The New
Jerusalem Players, The Liberated Wail-
ing Wall, Israclite, ete. The songs sung
by these groups are versions of familiar
]ewash songs into which they weave
messianic overtones.

Other Groups

A lthough Jews for Jesus is perhaps

the best-known of the Christian
evangelical groups, there are many oth-
er operating in both the United States
and Israel. The American Board of Mis-
sions to the Jews maintains centers in
thirteen American cities as well as mis-
sions all over the world (including Isra-

o
£~ «The finest Orthodox
" ‘Co-ed camp for ages 6-16.

- Unique teen-age program,

» Personal attention to all
campers at all times.

« The finest athletic and water-
front facility in the Pocono
Mountains.

« Under the supervision of
Rabbi David Weinbach and
Lee Weinbach Resident
Camp Owners-Directors
David Fischberger Assistant
Director.

For further information contact:

- Camp Lavi

301 Jordan Avenue
Woodmere, N.Y. 11588
(718) 327-6565

el). It is alleged that this group has

operated day care centers and that its

members even evangelize in nursing
homes and hospitals, going so far as to
promise terminally ill single—-parent pa-
tients that the mission will adopt their
children if the patients will convert.

Supplied with a large budget for mass
media publications, it also beams radio
programs worldwide in many languages
via Trans World Radio, an evangelical
Christian network. Over one hundred
thousand copies of the ABMJ’s popular
Jewish Art Calendar are printed in En-
glish, Hebrew and Yiddish; in addition
to Jewish holiday dates and candle-
lighting times, the calendar includes
Christian proselytizing quotations. The
ABM] recently started a Hebrew-

Christian congregation on the Universi-
ty of Pennsvlvania campus called Ohev
Mclech Yisroel (Those Who Love the
King of Israel) where Shabbat and holi-

~ day services are held.

Another Hebrew-Christian group.
the Young Messianic Jewish Alliance,
recently sponsored a conference in
Grantham, Pennsvlvania which was at-
tended by over 1500 voung people. The
United Messianic Jewish Congrega-
tions of America held similar programs
in Missouri with close to one hundred
Hebrew-Christian congregations repre-
sented. And since 1984, the Intervar-
sity Christian Fellowship has begun a
ministry that specifically targets Jewish
students. The Christian Broadcasting
Network, headed by evangelist Pat
Robertson, airs both regular monthly
broadcasts featuring Hebrew-Christian
missionaries as well as special pro-
grams. These include Zola Levitt Live,
broadcast on the West Coast, in which
tefillin (phylacteries) are worn on the air
and Christological meanings are found
in all Jewish holidays; Bob Friedman &
Friends (allegedly associated with Jews
for Jesus), seen in the North and South-
east; Israel and Prophecy, broadcast in
the South; and the Israel Voice Broad-
cast which is seen in the Midwest.

Dr. Abramowitz maintains that al-
though the exact number is not known,
there have been many documented
conversions of Jews by these groups.
He strongly feels that the various evan-
gelical groups, both the Hebrew-Chris-
tian groups and other Christian
fundamentalist groups, as well as the
Mormon Church, have made a major
commitment to proselytizing among
the Jews in both the United States and
Israel. “The fundamentalist groups,”
explains Dr. Abramowitz, “have a spe-
cial interest in the Jews because they
believe Jesus will reappear only after
the Jews accept him as their messiah.
The establishment of Israel and the re-
turn of the Jews to their land appears to
them as the fulfillment of a Biblical
prophecy, to be followed by Jewish con-
version and the Second Coming. The
fundamentalists are strong supporters
of Israel pre(iselv because thev believe
that the Jews' return to Isracl mdlmtes
that the Second Coming will follow.”
Dr. Abramowitz notes that
groups, like the Mormons, believe that
it is their mission to convert the Jews.
Indeed, the Mormons have published a
manual instructing members of their
church on how to convert Jews. The

other
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Mormons believe that they are de-
scended from Joseph and that, in order
to reach their final veligions goals, they
wmst unite with the people of Isracel.
In faet, the Mormon Church has pur-

chused o Large parcel of Tand on French
Hill in Jernsalens, and bas begin con-
struction (the foundations and fivst story :
- AT The Kosher W. Co
have been completed) of a multi-million osher Way to Weight Control - ¥
. . . H ’ . o W, '
dollar branch of Brigham Young Uni- When you see this book, you'll say, “How come no w
versity. Although the Church has prom- one thought of this ages ago? E - LET
ised Mavor Teddv Kollek. in writing 1t Tists 10,000 kosher foods (did you dream there were = . 1 T
li at tl i’ e 3 " dding th 1 that many?) — with their caloric count, kashruth = e g R Bt
1 eir purpose i bunding the certification, and carbohydrate content. From appehzer ¢ -
branch is not to proselytize, Mormon 10 desert, it's all here, gl - it
theological  philosophy  specifically There is nothing else like it. 1t's a first — a one and : —
states that Mormon destiny lies in the onlv. g
encompassing of the Jewish communi- Whether or not you're a dieter, this is information i, 1
ty. It is thus difficult to believe that this ;’”:’ need all the ‘Lm‘;; " ';a bas'(:":’j"e':‘co book that
written commitinent will e upheld. As elongs i every :)S ¢r home and Kitchen. e
w Triporah Spear Hard cover $12.95

Dr. Abramowitz points out, “Certainly,
people have the right to live and study
in Isracl as Christians, it they do not
have the right to proselvtize there”

The Isracli Front

he Task Foree works closelv with

Yad L' Achim. an Isracli-hased or-
ganization which combats missionarics
Cand cults there. Yad L'Achim has con-
firmed that there are approximately five
thousand Israelis who have been influ-
enced by Christian missionarices in Isra-
el For instance, the Tulsa Christian
Fellowship in the United States spon-
sored “Project Kibbutz.” Tt recruited
more than cighty Christian fundamen-
talists who signed up as “volunteers,”
and were placed in thirty-cight kibbut-
zim in Isracl. Their purpose was to
proselytize. The participants arrived in
Isracl and  proceeded  to approach
voungsters in kibbutzim, tourists in the
kibbutz guest houses, and youngsters in
moshavim  (cooperative  scttlements).
Fortunately. this program has come to
an end with pressure from the Task
Force and Yad L'Achim. The United
Kibbutz Movement will no longer ac-
cept volunteers without proper screen-
ing. and the stafl’ at the Alivah Desk at
the American Zionist Youth Foundation
will often call the Task Force if any of
their applicants arouse suspicion.

The American Board of Missions to
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YOU TOO CAN SAY, “A CHILD CALLED,
AND I ANSWERE

' Becoming an AMIT “Mother—in-lsrael” is a response

to a call from far away...
from a child you have never seen...
from a child whose name you do not know...
but from a child you have made yours

This is my personal commitment of love for Israel and
' Israel’s children.
$108 to make my entire family a FAMILY-IN-ISRAEL.
$54 to make me a MOTHER-IN-ISRAEL
$54 to make me a FATHER-IN-ISRAEL
$25 which lets my children share in
the mitzoah of BROTHER or

SISTER-IN-ISRAEL

You will receive a meaningful token of thanks for your gift.

Rachel Balsam, Chairwoman

W
A CALL FOR “MOTHER-IN-ISRAEL" 1986

the Jews has also decided to launch a YES! I want to answer a child's call.

ministry in Isracl and in the New York
arca, is presently training operatives
who are Isracli by birth. Yad L'Achim
reports that Netiv Ya, a Jerusalem-
hased “messianic veshiva™ run by con-
vert Joseph Schulman is attended by

continued on page 26
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AMIT WOMAN

Cherish
A Child.
IS THIS YOUR CHILD?

FANNY APRIL
and Lo e
MINNIE ROBBINS
of Savannah, GA"

RAE Bopzin
‘of Michigan

IpA KUPFERMAN
of Florida

Cherish their special
children in honor of
AMIT Women’s 60th

Anniversary Year.

Change despair into hope!
Become part of the
growing group of
‘Cherishers’—perhaps
your name will appear
in the next issue of
this magazine.

THE GROWING THREAT

OF MISSIONARY GROUPS

continued from page 23

about one hundred “Jewish Chris-
tians.”

Various missionary groups have set
up day care centers in Israel that charge
minimal fees, and several groups spe-
cialize in setting up coffee houses and
after-school centers for young people in
economically depressed towns. An or-
ganization called Beth Shalom, which
had planned to construct a hotel in
Gilo, Jerusalem, to be used as a base for
its Christian missionary programs, de-
cided not to build the facility because of
the adverse publicity generated by Task
Force member organizations in the
United States and by local Gilo resi-
dents headed by Moshe Berliner.

Why have the various missionary
groups achieved such success in Israel?
Surely, one would assume these groups
would get nowhere in the Jewish State.
Yet, twenty-five thousand copies of the

Hebrew translation of the New Testa-
ment have been accepted by Israelis
who have been approached by Morris
Cervilo (who claims to have been an
Orthodox Jew), an activist with World
Evangelism. Dr. Abramowitz explains
that because the population lives con-
stantly on the edge of war, many Israe-
lis are very intense and emotional—and
thus vulnerable to groups that offer
them warmth and security. Economic
cutbacks may also influence families to
take advantage of the low-cost day care
services that missionary groups offer.
Although there is a strong baalei
t'shuva (Jews returning to the tradition-
al observance of their faith) movement
in Israel which sponsors yeshivot that
enable interested Jews to study their
heritage with devoted 'rabbis, these
Jewish groups simply do not have funds
comparable to those of the evangelical
programs and cannot ‘compete avith
them on an equal footing.

Circumstances in the United States,
Dr. Abramowitz points out, are some-
what different. “What we have here is a
situation in which young people who go
off to college have to become acclimat-
ed to a new environment. Often, they
have academic or social pressures which
make them feel insecure and lonely and
they miss the support of their friends

and families back home. The cult and
missionary groups offer warmth and
caring. Often, they are the only groups
on college campuses that seem to be of-
fering friendship and love regardless of
the student’s grade index or talents. In
addition, the Hebrew-Christian groups
offer Jewish students the familiar trap-
pings of Jewish tradition along with ac-
ceptance and emotional support.”

hat is being done to counteract
i’ ‘ the impact of these proselytizing
groups? In the New York area, various
Federation-sponsored programs offer
assistance. The Jewish Board of Family
and Children’s Services (JBFCS) Cult
Hotline (212-860-8533) is available for
counseling and crisis intervention. Rab-
bi Yehuda Fine, associated with the

. Task Force and the JBFCS, provides in-

spired pastoral counseling as a consul-
tant and in cooperation with the Jewish
Association of College Youth (JACY),
concentrates on college campus pro-
gramming. Arnold Markowitz, a direc-
tor of the JBFCS Cult Clinic, is also
experienced in working with those who
have been attracted by cult and mis-
sionary groups. Recently, the Task
Force has appointed Jay Marson to do
outreach work focusing on high school
age youth.

In addition, the Task Force, which
comprises some forty member agen-
cies, has been actively monitoring over
two hundred missionary groups, both in
the United States and in Israel. It has
held seminars and conferences to train
Jewish professionals and organizations
to recognize and combat missionary .
groups, and has become a national re-
source on missionary activity, through
the vision and guidance of Malcolm
Hoenlein, executive director of JCRC
and Dr. Seymour Lachman, past chair-
man of the Task Force.

As for future activities, Dr
Abramowitz admits that the Task Force
is limited by its small size, although it
does utilize other existing agencies.
Nevertheless, “we have made a signifi-
cant_impact beyond the funds which

have been gencerously allocated to us by
the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies
and UJA. If we were larger,” he adds,
“we could have an even greater impact.
Together with our new Chairman, Ju-
lius Berman, and with Peggy Tishman,
president of the [CRC, we look forward
to the future with the continued hope
that we will be able to save Jewish souls
4ud future Jewish generations.” UJ




Throughout the country
in several newspapers and
magazines, large full page
advertisements have
heralded a massive cam-
paign to reach out to the
Jewish people. To those
.who aren't affiliated, or
Just curious, or maybe seek-
ing answers, Jews for Jesus
offers simple answers.

Cute tracts and fellow-
.ships with a lot of music:
and friendly faces put.
many unsuspecting Jewish
people at ease and they"
become very receptive. The
door is open to'begin a cor-

dial indoctrination of-

Christian fundamentalism, -

Many Jewish people fall -
- vietim to this missionary
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" The
‘to actually beligve that they

Caveat Emptor: Missionary Advertisements

By RACHMIEL V. TOBESMAN, B.R.E.
Baltimore, Md.

irap laid by groups like
Jews for Jesus, Hebrew
Christians, or the Messia-
nic Jewjsh movement, Dur-
ing the past few years these
groups have become more
and more visible, voeal and
sophisticated in thejr use of
missionary tacie. The facus
has changed from assimi-
lated Jews to- the many
Jewish "people’ seeking to
find love and understand.
ing in their beliefs and’
faith. -~ - -

_missionaries claim

are Jewish and Christian at
the same time. They com- |
monly: . are Jewish and
Christian at the same time,
They commonly. use tradi-

tional Jewish symbols and
employ Jewish rituals and
customs in their fellow-
ships. They claim this is not
done as a deceptive tactic,
but to “show people that
You can believe in the Mes-
siah and still be Jewish.”
We live in a very techno-

logically oriented society,

and yet many young Jewish

“people. seek simple solu-

tions to many problems
generated by society..

-When young, sympathetic
- clean cut'and self confident

missionaries come to them
and say there is an order to
life and the answers to their .

many questions are indeed
simple, and we can solve
them quickly, the young
Jews are eager to Jjoin,
Because of the many Jew-
ish trappings, these young
Jews often feel this is what
their Jewish background
requires them to do.
“Judaism is a cold reli-
gion governed by harsh
laws” — this statement,
often used by missionaries,
offers a religion based on
love, not law, as an answer.
Many confused Jews accept
this offer after seeing the
warmth and friendship
that the Jews for Jesus and

the Messianic Jews seem to

“abound with.

Simple answers are
many, but do they give pur-
pose and meaning to life?
Judaism offers no easy
answers for the many com-
plex problems of daily life,
The Jewish people strive
for solutions of many of

‘these questions by seeking
" truth and a system of laws.

Yet life is so sacred that the
Torah itself teaches us that
we can break all laws save
three, to protect and pre-
serve life. o

A major problem of the

activities' of the Jews for-

Jesus, Hebrew Christians,
and_the Messianic Jewish

movement is that they have
a._very harmful effect on
Jewish-Christian relations.
They reinforce - the- many
fears of those Jews who sus-
pect all Christians of having
missionary intentions. To
counter this many Chris-

tian groups throughout the

2

other communities. Sev-
eral Christian clergymen
throughout the country have
condemned the deceptive
- tacties of the missionaries,

This new faith of “Jewish
believers” clearly contains
both Jewish and trans-J ud-
aic elements. These ele-
ments, in spite of their
many attempts, conflict
with one another, of! tengiv-
ing rise to anti-Jewish feel-
ings, and even a source of
anti-Semitism. ~

The threat of the mission-

"ary activities are set loose
everyday —on. the Jewish
community by groups like

- Jews for Jesus, Hebrew

- Christian, .and Messianic
Jews. Some even mislead
us with Hebrew names like
Beth Sar Shalom and Beth

' “Yeshuah. The Jewish com-
munity needs to be aware of

.- these . groups and their
activities, .

Let the Jewish commun-

U.S. have disassociated
themselves from the Jews

ity rally together to rotect
“ourselves from this very

for Jesus, Hebrew Chris-
tians, and the Messianic

real threat. Before this
virus spreads and sickens

Jewish movement. The
missionary activities of
these groups has been
deplored by. the Christian
community of Long Island,
New York and several

the Jewish spirit of our
young, let us all join
" logether to oppose an
further attacks by the mis-
sionaries on our communi-
Lies.




"*DISCUSSION ON THE ABOVE

When asked how she has access to the material that she put together, Sue stated
that she subscribes to a clipping service. She gives them key words and phrases
to look for, and this is what they find for her. She also pointed out that

she gets the United Christian Council of Israel's newsclipping digest, which

is available. It is entitled "Selections" and is available from the UCCI,

P.0. Box 116, Jerusalem, Israel 91000. There is a $25 subscription price.

Sue also pointed out that one thing that is helpful to newspapers is to send
them a good high-contrast photo of an interesting event that has a good caption.
They are looking for interesting fillers. As far as interviews are concermned,

it is better to be interviewed by a feature writer rather than by a religious
editor. Features can be picked up by other papers, and they are usually better
writers. Furthermore, if you are going to do an interview, Sue suggested that
she be called; she can check if they've done a similar article in the past

few years, what line they took, and ideas on how to proceed. Moishe stated

that in interviews you have a choice: you can 1lift up Messiah, or your ministry,
but you cannot do both. Jhan Moskowitz pointed out that we need to be unifed

in our response, and we can do this better by lifting up Jesus. Sue Perlman
stated that we all need to be writing. It might be wise to write to Christianity
Today, and let them know that they need to have an article on anti-missionary
activities. Moishe Rosen encouraged everybody to be writing articles of 1500-
1800 words, with a letter from your pastor to back it up. They will publish
them.

*SUPPER: 5:30-7:30 p.m.

#FOURTH SESSION: 7:30-9:30 p.m.
TOPIC: THE ROLE OF A GENTILE EMPLOYED BY A JEWISH MISSION - Kearney Frantsen

TOPIC: THE ROLE OF A GENTILE EMPLOYED BY A JEWISH CONGREGATION - Larry Rich



