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“Experience is the best teacher,” or so it is claimed. Frankly, I doubt it. The most important things are not learned by experience, but by revelation. Furthermore, even in those things learned from experience, it is much less painful to learn from the experiences of others. Another characteristic of lessons learned from our successes and failures is that they are always incomplete or provisional. Future experiences may require us to alter our previous conclusions. With this in mind, I would prefer to discuss some lessons I have learned that have at least been supported by experience.

1.	The Importance of Prayer

I have known the importance of prayer since I was very young in the faith, but especially over the past five years, I have seen the power of prayer in my ministry as never before. Since my office is hundreds of miles from my “home office,” I gathered a number of men around me as an accountability and prayer team. As we have prayed together about specific needs, it has been exciting to be able to report how God has answered. Of course, God*s answers are not always positive, but He always answers our prayers according to His perfect will. It has been amazing to share with these men the “divine appointments” that the Lord has arranged.

2.	The Fear of God Allows No Place for the Fear of Man

If “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” then the fear of man is the beginning of foolishness. The fear of man does not further an evangelistic ministry, and those who claim otherwise are often guilty of redefining terms. They will call cowardice, “wisdom.” They will call making friends, “evangelism.” I want to keep my distance from those who seem to be governed by the fear of man.

3.	The Strength of the Opposition

There are some very smart and talented people whose eyes have been blinded and whose hearts have been hardened, and who are zealously opposing Gospel proclamation. Some of the most painful lessons I have ever learned were in an encounter with an anti-missionary. “Class,” on that occasion, lasted four and one-half hours, but I learned well. I never had felt like such a failure before. Beyond the natural abilities that our opponents bring against us, we must understand that Satan and his realm oppose us, as well. Don*t underestimate the strength of the opposition!

4.	The Power of the Gospel

The power of the gospel, however, is greater than my ability to explain it. It is greater than my ability to deal with objections. It is also greater than the sin of man. The gospel can purify a prostitute, transform a transvestite, and clean-up a crack-head. But it can also germinate new life in the heart of a Gentile, and terminate a two-thousand-year-old tradition of rejection. The gospel has enough power to overcome the arguments of a Tovia Singer or the experiences of a Rodger Kamenetz.* Never underestimate the power of the Gospel.

5.	The Value of Other Ministries

God has not given us all the same vision or calling or abilities. He who has made one of both Jew and Gentile in the Messiah, delights in variety. The old motto still holds value for us: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, charity.” We need each other whether we know it or not. Our adversary is looking for ways to divide, in order to conquer. When I was a pastor, I told new deacons, “Privately, I need your criticism; publicly, I need your support.” Privately, we need the perspectives of others, for we do not see ourselves as others see us. Publicly, however, I continue to learn the importance of being positive about other ministries.

Psalm 131 and Jewish Evangelism
Psalm 131 teaches two of the most important lessons for us. This brief psalm of only three verses, written by King David, is sung today in Hebrew-speaking congregations in Israel. Like several other passages of Scripture, a key for understanding it is found in the last verse, like a key hanging by the back door of a house. Here, David pleads with his people, “0 Israel, hope in the LORD from this time forth and forever.” Here we see the heart of a man who had a heart after God. His heart was burdened for the spiritual well being of the Jewish people. As we express our concern for the spiritual well being of the Jewish people, perhaps David can help us learn some of his lessons.
	In the first verse, David says, “0 LORD, my heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty; nor do I involve myself in great matters, or in things too difficult for me.” Too often, as believers, we have been arrogant and have had a “superior” attitude in our relationship with the Jewish people. As we discuss issues such as the doctrine of the trinity or of the incarnation, we must be willing to admit that these issues are beyond our full understanding. We can point to evidences in the Scripture; we can make certain affirmations and denials about what is meant by these doctrines, but ultimately, we will not be able to answer all of the questions regarding these doctrines. Moses told the Israelites, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever...” (Deuteronomy 29:29). How important it is for us to recognize our limits and to express our faith with humility. Our confidence is not in ourselves, but in God*s Word.
	As we share the gospel, it must be as those who have been totally unworthy of receiving God*s gracious favor. We are not Christians because of our intelligence, or because of our “moral genius,” or because of our superior religion. We have been saved solely because of God*s unmerited grace.
	Paul specifically addresses Gentiles in Romans 11:13-32, and three times he warns against having a superior attitude with respect to the Jewish people. He says, “Do not be arrogant,” “Do not be conceited,” and he warns against being G~wise in your own estimation” (verses 18, 20, and 25). Is there not a message here for us?
	This attitude of humility must also be maintained in the face of hostility and rejection. In Romans 11:28, Paul says of largely unbelieving Israel, “From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God*s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers.” So, the Jewish people are to be our “beloved enemies.” Perhaps a good model for relating to a “beloved enemy” would be David, as he related to King Saul. Saul not only opposed David, but tried to kill him! David never, however, responded with anger or arrogance toward Saul, but refused to lift his hand against “God*s anointed.” On more than one occasion, David expressed his love and allegiance to Saul. Even if our Jewish friends never receive the Lord, we must continue to love and pray for them.
	In Psalm 131:2, David gives us another glimpse into his heart. He says, “Surely I have composed and quieted my soul; like a weaned child rests against his mother, my soul is like a weaned child within me.” The picture is of an infant that has been fretful and hungry, who is now satiated and sleeping peacefully against his mother. It is a picture of total dependence and contentment.
	Many Christians are afraid to witness to a Jewish person for fear that they are ill-prepared. While we certainly want to be as prepared as possible, our confidence does not come from our own preparation, but from His providence. Through the Holy Spirit, our every need is met. We can know perfect peace and contentment as we learn to rest in Him and in the sufficiency of His Word. Paul gave testimony to the “secret” of his boldness in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for [or, because] it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes... ~ We can be bold when we place our confidence in Him, rather than in our own abilities.
	In Psalm 131, David speaks of humility, yet confidence in the Lord. This confident humility is often the result of a prayer-burden for the Jewish people. On a human level, confidence may come from preparation, but in reality, fear is eliminated through total reliance upon God.
	With these lessons, may we have more successes than failures!

