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Let Us Rise Up and Build

My main goal for this year has been to organize an international gathering of people who are ministering to Jewish people who speak Spanish or Portuguese. These Jewish people are not limited to Latin America but can be found in North America, Europe, and Israel.
	The purpose of the first ever LCJE-LA Conference, to be held in Orlando, Florida, March 11-13, 2002, is to network existing ministries, coordinate efforts, and develop a comprehensive strategy for reaching the Jewish people of Latin America and beyond.
	This will serve to establish a strong foundation that can be built upon to reach our people. (This meeting is being held concurrently with the LCJE North America Annual Conference.) Representatives of the International Messianic Jewish Alliance, The Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations, Chosen People Ministries, Jews for Jesus, and Ariel Ministries are among some of the groups that have agreed to participate in this historic conference.
	Featured speakers include David Sedaca, Percy Johnson, and Russ Resnick. Other conference speakers and participants are coming from Mexico, Honduras, Venezuela, and Israel .Countries such as Brazil and Argentina with major Jewish populations will be represented as well.
	The Messianic Synagogue Movement in Latin America still continues to struggle. I believe this is because up to now there has been no systematic organized Synagogue planting program that has been implemented. It is interesting to note that in Israel there is a network of Spanish speaking Messianic Congregations. This ministry is being led by Pastora Dominiquae Bierman of Kehilet Har Tsion.
	The intercessory prayer movement in Latin America on behalf of the Jewish people is mushrooming. These groups have chapters in almost every country, including Cuba. Tikkun Ministries has established a Messianic Jewish Bible school in Brazil and is planning to start a school in Argentina.The Messianic music of Paul Wilbur and Jonathan Settel is beggining to be incorporated into many churches worship services.
	It seems to me that the Spirit of God is laying a strong foundation which we can build upon to reach our people. As the Scriptures say “Let us rise up and build” Nehemiah 2:18.
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