[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus – our reconciler 
Message for LCJE-Europe, Berlin 2017
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.”
And God continued to create. He created the vault that separates the water beneath from the water above.
And he let the water withdraw so that dry land could appear. And he said that the land should produce all kinds of plants and flowers and grass and trees. But God didn’t just create the trees and plants to be trees and plants. He created them so that they could participate in the ongoing creation of the world. He created them with the ability to create more trees more grass more plants. All ready from the second day of creation the creation itself is dynamic – not static. It’s a promise that tomorrow will look different than today.
And God created the sun and the moon and the stars so that the creation could have a rhythm, a sense of time and know when to work and rest and play and party.
And God created the birds and all other winged creatures and he created the great and mysterious creatures of the depths of the ocean. 
He created the animals of the dry land. From the mighty lion to the fearful mouse. And God created mankind. In his image he created them – as man and as woman. And they were all invited to participate in the ongoing creation of the world.
And so – on the seventh day God rested and he saw that all he had created was good. God created our world and us the inhabitants to be in a certain way. God organized creation – he ordered it. In contrast to many of the creation myths in the ancient Middle East – our God did not use chaos to create. He created it all from nothing and he created it with intention and purpose. That is what we call God’s shalom. The peace of God. The order of God where everything has its proper place. 
But God not only created a creation to admire. He created the creation so that it could create with him. Continue and participate within his boundaries of creation. And he gave humankind – us – everything he had created. To rule and govern and protect.
But mankind was not content with this. We wanted more – as we always do. We wanted to sit on the throne for ourselves. We wanted to be our own masters. So we ate the fruit, dethroned God and had to suffer the consequences.
And we still suffer as we have to live in a world where God’s shalom is disrupted. Where the creation is no longer ordered as God wants it to be. Everything is no longer in its proper place.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. […]The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
Many years later that is how the disciple John begins his gospel. He wants to tell us about a new creation. A reconciled creation. Through the Word. Through Jesus.
And he does so by structuring his narrative and gospel around seven signs.
The first sign happens in Cana in Galilee. Jesus is partying at a wedding and his mother Mary comes to him and says: Jesus, they’re out of wine! So Jesus turns water into the finest gourmet wine.
At the second sign we are again in Cana and a royal official searches Jesus out and asks him for help because his son is dying. Jesus has mercy with him, off course he has, and he heals the official’s son.
By the third sign we have come to Jerusalem and the pool of Bethesda. Here we meet the man who has been paralyzed for 38 years. And he has no one to help him into the pool when the water is stirred. “Do you want to get well?” Jesus asks the man? He does. Jesus heals him and the man takes up his mat and walks away.
We get the fourth sign by the Sea of Galilee. More than five thousand have listened to Jesus and his disciples are bewildered: Where will we ever get food for all these people? But Andrew – perhaps with a little hope and doubt in his heart – pushes a little boy forward who has five loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus gives thanks and there is more than enough food. For everyone.
Later that same night we are told of the fifth sign: Jesus is tired from the teaching and needed some quiet time for himself. The disciples went ahead and sailed over the sea to Capernaum. And in the middle of the night a storm raised and frightened the disciples. In the middle of the storm they saw Jesus himself walking on the water towards them.
As the Festival of Tabernacles approaches Jesus goes up to Jerusalem once again. Here he encounters the man who is born blind. So once again God himself uses the dirt on the ground – as Jesus uses his own saliva to mix with the dirt and creates mud and puts it on the man’s eyes. And as the man washes the mud of he can see! The sixth sign.
“If you had only been here, Jesus,” cries out Martha, “my brother would not have died!” Lazarus is dead and John tells us that even the Lord himself weeps before he performs his seventh sign. Jesus prays and calls out: “Lazarus, come out!” And he does. He comes out of the grave into the light.
These are the seven signs. Seven. And off course there is point from John’s perspective in telling us these seven signs – especially when we read them in the context of the beginning of John’s gospel. Seven – in biblical literature – constitutes a finished wholeness. Like the creation story. When the seven days of creation had finished - it was…finished. It was complete!
But John wants to tell us something more. Because what about the resurrection of Jesus himself? Maybe we could say that there are not only seven signs in the gospel of John but eight! So we have 7 signs + 1 sign. And if the seven signs corresponds to a complete wholeness – like the creation – what does an eighth sign correspond to? Something new! A new creation!!!
John wants to tell us that with Jesus a new creation has begun! He tells us a new creation narrative.
The apostle Paul has noticed this because he writes in his second letter to the Corinthians: “If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

In the beginning you were knitted together in your mother’s womb – you were wonderfully made and now you’re sitting here perhaps wondering what it’s all got to do with you and Jesus being our reconciler.
The new creation and you and Jesus being our reconciler have everything to do with each other. As Paul shows us in the above verse by putting it right in the middle of a passage where he speaks about the ministry of reconciliation! The passage reads like this:
“Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
What a passage – what a gospel! So good news this is.
Now, why does Paul speak of reconciliation and creation in the same passage? Because Paul knows that where and how we begin our story and how and where our story ends determines which story we are telling. For Paul reconciliation is not something that happens separated from creation.  For Paul reconciliation is embedded within creation and it affects “all things” as he says somewhere else. He also knows that if we do not speak of reconciliation within the larger story of the old and new creation there is a chance that we miss an important part of why Jesus had to come and die for our sins and become our reconciler: That when God reconciled us to himself through Christ he not only wanted to change something within us but the whole of us and everything around us and when God reconciled us to himself through Christ he not only wanted to remove something from us but he wanted to restore us and create us into a whole new being. So that a new a creation could begin right in the midst of this one. So that we once again can participate in the ongoing creation of the world within the boundaries made by God – of a new world order, where Christ sits on the throne.
This is what Paul calls “ambassadors for Christ”. And ambassadors are to be loyal to whom they represent. We are to continue this ministry of reconciliation that our lord and reconciler begun when he walked in the dust of this world. And we have to ask ourselves: What does such a life look like? What does it look like to respond to the invitation of being participators in the ongoing creation of this new creation? If we truly are to look at every human being as through the eyes of Jesus – and not from a worldly view; a political point of view; an economical point of view – what does that look like? If we are to live a life that is compelled and driven by the love of Christ – what does that look like? And as Paul puts in his letter to the church in Phillipi: What does it look like to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ?
Does it look like the life you’re living now?
Are you participating in God’s new creation? God is looking for partners in re-ordering the new creation. God doesn’t just want us to know we are a reconciled. Far too often our reconciliation stops in our hearts or in our heads. Reconciliation and our relationship with Jesus often is about having the right moral values or believing in the right theological dogmas. Often in areas where we really do not have anything invested – where we can keep the issues and problems out at an arm’s length. Don’t get me wrong. Off course theological dogmas are important to be discussed and unfolded and off course values are important.
But the relationship with God and being reconciled to him is so much more than what’s going on in our head. As the British theologian and scholar N.T. Wright puts it: "Jesus died for our sins, not so that we could sort out abstract ideas, but so that we, having been put right, could become part of God’s plan to put his whole world right.” It’s like Paul is saying here: Don’t just know you are reconciled. Be reconciled. By the love of Christ I implore all of us: Be reconciled!
When you were reconciled to God in Christ you became a new creation – you became an ambassador for Christ who is committed to participate in the ongoing creation and re-ordering of the world. So wherever there is injustice, wherever mercy is not an option, whenever death and darkness and destruction seems to get the upper hand – there we are called to be Christ’s ambassadors of life and light and love and resurrection so that the new creation can burst forth right in the midst of this one.
Jesus made all this possible when he became our reconciler. He invites us all to live a reconciled life. 
And thanks be to God who really only has one question left for us: Do you want to join?
Amen.
