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Introduction
What is antisemitism?
The Anti Defamation League has a good definition that I believe works well,
The belief or behavior hostile toward Jews just because they are Jewish. It may take the form of religious teachings that proclaim the inferiority of Jews, for instance, or political efforts to isolate, oppress, or otherwise injure them. It may also include prejudiced or stereotyped views about Jews.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.adl.org/anti-semitism] 

Antisemitism appears to be on the rise in the United States and it is important for us as Jewish missions to address this crucial topic that is of such great concern today to the Jewish people.
I will look at this issue from the perspective of the Americas; both North and South, but primarily from the vantage point of the shape and growth of antisemitism in the US.  I am also very familiar with antisemitism in the UK, but we have representatives of UK Jewish missions that know far more than me.[footnoteRef:2]  After a quick review, I will discuss what we have done in response to the growing threat of antisemitism, reach back to some stories from the past that I believe are analogous to today and provide lessons in how to handle the problem today.  Finally, I will then make a few suggestions on what can be done by Jewish missions today to support the Jewish people and oppose antisemitism. [2:  The British government is vitally concerned with this problem and has formed a committee to study the issue and make recommendations called the The All Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism.  Their report, produced in February 2015 is readily available and can be downloaded as a PDF.  http://antisemitism.org.uk.  They produced an extensive report detailing the growing Anti-Semitism in the UK.  This group affirms the findings of Community Security Trust (CST), which operates within the Jewish community to report on Antisemitism and provide guidance on security issues for the Jewish community.  In their most recent report, they claim that there were 924 antisemitic incidents recorded in 2015, the third-highest annual total CST has ever recorded. The total of 924 incidents is a fall of 22 per cent from the 2014 total of 1,179 antisemitic incidents, which was the highest annual total recorded by CST. The second-highest annual total recorded by CST was 931 antisemitic incidents in 2009.  Around three-quarters of the 924 Antisemitic incidents recorded in 2015 took place in Greater London and Greater Manchester, the two largest Jewish communities in the UK. CST recorded 472 Antisemitic incidents in Greater London in 2015 compared to 592 during 2014, a fall of 20 per cent. In Greater Manchester, CST recorded 226 incidents in 2015 compared to 309 in 2014, a fall of 27 per cent.  Beyond these two centres, CST recorded 226 Antisemitic incidents in 82 locations around the UK in 2014, compared to 278 incidents from 89 different locations in 2014 (a fall of 19 per cent in the number of incidents). The 2015 total included 34 Antisemitic incidents in Leeds, 29 in Hertfordshire (of which 18 were in Borehamwood), 13 in Liverpool, 11 in Birmingham and 6 in Bradford. (https://cst.org.uk/data/file/1/9/Incidents_Report_2015.1454417905.pdf p.4)
] 

Antisemitic Incidences in the US:  An Overview
The question of whether or not antisemitism is on the rise in the US and Canada is debated, especially in light of various controversies in the change of presidents in the US.  The concerns about attacks on Jewish Centers turned out to be a hoax as it seems to have been perpetrated by one unstable Jewish person who has been accused of the crime.  But, the fact that this is false – and we are all glad it was – does not change the fact that there is a seeming rise of antisemitism during this last decade.  Even though a recent Pew survey indicates that Jewish people elicit warm feelings on the part of many Americans![footnoteRef:3]  [3:  http://www.tabletmag.com/scroll/225169/pew-poll-jews-elicit-warm-feelings] 

The ADL put out a Survey of Global Antisemitism which is an excellent tool to better understand what is happening on a global level and determined that the US has aa 10% rating as opposed to Hungary with a 40% antisemitism rating, though Greece and Malaysia have some of the highest ratings outside of various Arab countries.  Iran is at 60% and Denmark is 8%.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://global100.adl.org/] 

The AMCHA Initiative (Hebrew for “Your People”), a non-profit organization dedicated to documenting and combating antisemitism on North American campuses, illustrates what has taken place so far this year (2016).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  http://www.amchainitiative.org/antisemitism-tracker ] 

They have recorded 171 antisemitic incidents between January and April 2016.  That number has climbed to over 300 at this point in time.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  http://www.amchainitiative.org/antisemitism-tracker and http://www.amchainitiative.org/antisemitism-tracker-bydate ] 

These numbers reflect the continued growth of antisemitism but I would like to focus on two areas and mention a third.  First of all, some of the more heinous antisemitism of today is taking place on University campuses.  Let me offer an illustration.
In May of 2015, there was a violent protest at the University of California Irvine (UCI) in response to the screening of “Beneath the Helmet,” a documentary film about the lives of Israel Defense Force (IDF) soldiers.

The anti-Israel protestors shouted during “long live the intifada, displacing people since ’48-there’s nothing here to celebrate” and much worse! Jewish students and among them a few IDF veterans barricaded themselves inside the building for safety. Unfortunately, the protest turned violent when a female student was harassed and finally chased into a nearby building. The Campus police did their best to control the protest without using more extreme measures. 

Recently, allegations have been made that UCI has been stalling the investigation or worse burying the incident. Ilan Sinelnikov, founder, and president of Students Supporting Israel (SSI), whose UCI chapter was the target of a violent protest, said “The school’s administration hasn’t really been in contact with us. They’ve supposedly been in contact with some students — a few questions here and there — but not much more.” He went on to say, "We want transparency and the public has a right to know."

UCI spokesperson Cathy Lawhon responded by saying that "incident is still underway, guided by formal policies and due process procedures, as outlined in the student handbook."[footnoteRef:7] [7:  http://www.algemeiner.com/2016/05/23/student-group-mulls-legal-action-against-violent-anti-israel-protesters-if-university-sweeps-incident-under-the-table/] 


The seeming genesis for these actions is the Israel/Palestinian conflict. [footnoteRef:8]  I would also suggest that there are additional issues exacerbating the growth of antisemitisim on campus, but that the Middle East conflict seems to be driving the problem today. [8:  http://www.algemeiner.com/2016/07/18/pro-israel-campus-groups-uc-irvine-dragging-out-burying-investigation-into-violent-anti-israel-protest/] 


There are other illustrations of campus antisemitism as students at UCLA protested the election for a Jewish coed to serve as Student Body president as again, pro Palestinian students felt that she would be unfair to Arab students on campus.

Chosen People Ministries responded by creating a petition that called upon the University of California Board of Regents to enact stricter discipline against antisemitism by reworking their definitions of antisemitism and strengthening their actions to inhibit the perpetrators. Additional campus attacks were also noted.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Dear Governor Brown and President Napolitano,
As Bible-believing Christians, we appreciate your efforts to curtail antisemitism on the University of California campuses, yet we are still concerned about the impact anti-Israeli advocates have had on the students and faculty of numerous UC campuses. At times, their actions and rhetoric have led to acts of blatant antisemitism and the harassment of Jewish students.
For example, in the early part of 2015 the following incidents occurred:
January 2015: two large swastikas were spray-painted on the Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity house at the UC Davis campus.[1]
March 2015: On the Berkley Campus, graffiti stating: “Zionists should be sent to the gas chamber” was found in a university bathroom.[2]
March 2016: Students for Justice in Palestine erected an “Apartheid Wall” at the Long Beach campus, falsely accusing Israel of apartheid.[3]
Even the University of California’s rejection [4] of a partial draft report proposed by the California State Board of Regents recognized the thin line between anti-Zionism and antisemitism.
The statement reads,
Anti-Semitism, antisemitic forms of anti-Zionism and other forms of discrimination have no place at the University of California.[5]
This thin line between anti-Zionism and antisemitism is defined by an accepted “antisemitism test.”[6]
We believe you should consider the following action steps:
We believe it is the obligation of the University of California to create a safe and civil atmosphere for political debate.
We believe it to be the duty of the University of California leadership to carefully monitor anti-Israel activities on UC campuses and provide a safe academic environment for Jewish students.
We believe that anti-Zionist groups which are stirring racial hatred against Jewish students, simply because they are Jewish, is an offense to all freedom-loving Americans and especially to those who believe the Bible and view the Jewish people as God’s covenant people. They should be sanctioned for perpetrating antisemitic statements and acts.
As concerned Californians, we will continue to pray for and remind you of your duty to protect the thousands of Jewish students who make up, on average, 13% of the University of California campuses.[7]
Sincerely,
[1] http://www.adl.org/anti-semitism/united-states/c/campus-anti-semitic-incidents-2015
[2] http://www.jns.org/latest-articles/2015/9/10/the-university-of-californias-teachable-moment-on-anti-semitism
[3] http://www.amchainitiative.org/campusmonitor/campusmonitor-californiastateuniversitylongbeach/
[4] http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/27/us/university-of-california-adopts-statement-condemning-anti-semitism.html?_r=0
[5] http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/aar/mare.pdf
[6] Double Standards: More often than not double standards are applied to Israel and criticism is selectively applied; Demonization of Israel: False comparisons of Israeli leaders to Nazis or false accusations of apartheid practices; De-legitimization of Jewish Self-determination: This happens when Israel is libeled as a European usurper and the 4,000 year Jewish connection to the Land of Israel is denied. See: Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, Jewish Political Studies Review 16:3-4 (Fall 2004) Accessed at http://www.jcpa.org/phas/phas-sharansky-f04.htm
[7] Insider’s Guide To College Life Admissions “Top 60 Schools Jews Choose” accessed via http://rjmag.org/_kd/Items/actions.cfm?action=Show&item_id=1647&destination=ShowItem
] 


February 24, 2016 - University of South Florida
Approximately 25 Boycott, Divest, Sanction (BDS) supporters waving Palestinian flags and banners disrupted a lecture by two Israeli students. According to one of the lecturers, the anti-Israel protestors would continuously leave and return to the debate room – intending to disrupt the lecture and screaming at the students, calling the speakers “murderers and child killers” before being removed by police. When the speakers left the hall and walked to their cars, the protesters were waiting outside and shouted at them: “Murders, immoral, terrorists, how do you sleep at night?” 
The speakers had to be escorted to their cars by police fearing for their personal safety.
April 19, 2016 - The University of Maryland 
Two dozen protesters attended a combined Hillel and Jewish Student Union event called, “Israel Fest” and, for about an hour, chanted, “Fight the power; turn the tide; end Israeli apartheid.” Some held signs saying “Zionism kills.” The school newspaper reported that police were called to keep protesters from blocking walkways.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  http://www.dbknews.com/2016/04/19/palestine-protest-at-umd-israel-fest/ Also see, http://college.usatoday.com/2016/04/23/pro-palestine-students-protest-univ-of-maryland-israelfest/ ] 

We also focused a petition on the state of Massachusetts where a significant number of Jewish people go to school and where the antisemitism on campuses had grown quite fierce.  The following petition tells the story.
Stop Antisemitism Now! Boston Petition Facebook Campaign 
AN APPEAL TO THE GOVERNOR AND GOOD PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS: STOP ANTISEMITISM NOW!
Dear Governor Baker,
We are writing to express our deep concern for the rise of antisemitism in Massachusetts, especially on our University campuses. As Bible-believing Christians, we find this to be especially disturbing, as we believe the Bible, penned by our Jewish spiritual forefathers, forms the very bedrock of the American values we cherish. Antisemitism is not merely racism, though this would be cause enough for our concerns; antisemitism also strikes at the very core of our faith and belief that the Jewish people are important to our country and to God Himself.  
For example, reports show that more antisemitic incidents took place in the first five months of 2016 than in all of 2015. This information comes from incidents that have been reported, and we believe the real statistics could be much higher. Allow us to illustrate:
· March 2016: At the F.A. Day Middle School in Newton, graffiti reading: “Burn the Jews” was found in the boys’ bathroom.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/03/09/third-incident-anti-semitic-graffiti-found-newton-middle-school/g3hb3X0Toi9WdwMnqfBqmJ/story.html
] 

· March 2016: Three instances of antisemitic graffiti were reported at a predominantly Jewish school in a Boston suburb. This took place after students from a visiting basketball team shouted “you killed Jesus” at the opposing team.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  http://www.timesofisrael.com/anti-semitic-graffiti-found-at-boston-area-school/
] 

· April 2016: While visiting Harvard University, a student verbally attacked former Israeli foreign minister, Tzipi Livni, and the University did little to stop it.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/06/01/adl-anti-semitic-incidents-nearly-match-reports/V2rDzJULWVCtnpksXyIBLO/story.html
] 

· April 2016: At Brandeis University, a swastika was painted on the house where Jewish fraternity, Alpha Epsilon Pi, was having a meeting. [footnoteRef:14] [14:  http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/news/.premium-1.712499
] 

These incidences only represent a small portion[footnoteRef:15] of the increasing antisemitic events taking place throughout the greater Boston area. What is troubling is that this is half the story – many incidents also took place off campus.[footnoteRef:16] We believe the following steps should therefore be taken: [15:  For a more detailed report, see: http://www.brandeis.edu/ssri/pdfs/campusstudies/AntisemitismCampuses101316.pdf 
]  [16:  http://www.thejewishadvocate.com/news/2016-06-24/Top_News/AntiSemitic_incidents_rising_in_grade_schools.html
] 

· [bookmark: OLE_LINK139][bookmark: OLE_LINK140]The schools and Universities in the state of Massachusetts must quickly create a safe and civil atmosphere for all students.
· The leaders of academic institutions in Boston should especially monitor any anti-Israel and antisemitic activities on campus and report what is happening to the authorities as well as demanding that the perpetrators be punished to the full extent of the law. 
· Antisemitism in words and/or deeds should be recognized as a hate crime and approached in this manner.
In Conclusion:
As concerned citizens of Massachusetts, we will continue to pray for and remind you of your duty to protect the thousands of Jewish students who make up, on average, between 16% and 34% of the area Universities including the University of Mass., Brandeis, and Harvard.  
Antisemitism is a  blight on the reputation of our state as both fair-minded and long-time promoters of racial equality. We are asking you as the leader of our state to see to it that we STOP ANTISEMITISM NOW!
Sincerely,

The Every State for Israel Team (an website dedicated to advocacy for the Jewish people and Israel related issues)
The Attack by UNESCO on the Jewish People and the Bible
 We are all aware of the attack by UNESCO against the Jewish claim to Jerusalem and the Temple Mount.  There are some very intriguing aspects of this claim embedded in the action, which also attempts to undermine the integrity of the Bible that impacts both Jews and Christians.  We again created a series of Facebook ads which drove people to a petition and multiple thousands, including many Jewish people, signed the petition.  We also created a video and invited Randall Price to write an article that we published in our newsletter to better educate the public and more pointedly the Christian public on these issues.  
The letter we sent along with the petition was more extensive and I quote a part of it.
On October 13, 2016, the first of two resolutions passed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was approved, entitled “Occupied Palestine.” This resolution contradicts the ancient underlying biblical story, which clearly links the land of Israel, Jerusalem, and the Temple with the Jewish people. This connection between the Jewish people and the above is confirmed in the New Testament as well.  

The resolution attempts to invalidate the sacred truths of two of our world’s major faiths – Judaism (I Kings 5:19, chapter 8) and Christianity. Jesus is described by Matthew the Apostle as speaking to His Jewish disciples on the Temple Mount (Matthew 24:1).

Further the resolution,

1. Falsely claims that Israel is as an occupying nation and presumes that East Jerusalem, if not all of Jerusalem, belongs to the Palestinians.
2. Falsely claims that Israelis are destroying sacred Palestinian sites by uncovering various archaeological sites.
3. Falsely claims the Temple Mount and areas surrounding the Western Wall and Old City of Jerusalem are solely Palestinian sites by not using the Hebrew term for the site – Har HaBayit – and its English equivalent, the Temple Mount. The site is referred to only by its Muslim/Arab names – Al-Aqsa Mosque and Haram al-Sharif.
4. Falsely claims that there is no Jewish connection to Hebron, which the Bible claims to be the burial site of Rachel, the wife of Isaac, and Bethlehem, the birthplace of Ruth, David and Jesus.

Twenty-four countries voted for the resolution and six — the U.S., UK, Germany, Holland, Lithuania, and Estonia — voted against. Twenty-six countries abstained, and two countries were missing from the vote.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reacted by stating: “Today UNESCO adopted its second decision this year denying the Jewish people’s connection to the Temple Mount, our holiest site for over three thousand years.”
A second resolution was also passed on Wednesday. October 26, 2016 by another committee within UNESCO, and according to a report in Haaretz,
 
The new resolution was adopted earlier on Wednesday with ten member states supporting the motion, two opposing it and eight abstaining. A representative of one member state was absent. The resolution was submitted by Lebanon and Tunisia for Jordan and the Palestinians, who are not among the World Heritage Committee’s 21 member states.
 
In fact, the General Director of UNESCO, Irina Boskova, wrote the following in response to the resolutions,

The heritage of Jerusalem is indivisible, and each of its communities has a right to the explicit recognition of their history and relationship with the city. To deny, conceal or erase any of the Jewish, Christian or Muslim traditions undermines the integrity of the site, and runs counter to the reasons that justified its inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage list.

Nowhere more than in Jerusalem do Jewish, Christian and Muslim heritage and traditions share space and interweave to the point that they support each other. These cultural and spiritual traditions build on texts and references, known by all, that are an intrinsic part of the identities and history of peoples. In the Torah, Jerusalem is the capital of King David, where Solomon built the Temple and placed the Ark of the Covenant. In the Bible, Jerusalem is the city of the passion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the Quran, Jerusalem is the third holiest site in Islam, where Muhammad arrived after his night journey from Al Haram Mosq (Mecca) to Al Aqsa.

Denying the Jewish & Christian connections to the Temple Mount and Western Wall in Jerusalem is an affront to the very foundation of both faiths! We must oppose this resolution. Join us, and thousands of others, in protesting this attack on the Jewish people and the Bible.

Sign the Every State for Israel petition below and join thousands of others in protesting this resolution.

[bookmark: _Toc428104621][bookmark: _Toc428271668][bookmark: _Toc456491363]Rescue and Relief During World War II:  Focus on Vienna
The Vienna Conference ended less than a year before Hitler invaded Vienna on March 15, 1938, in what was known as the Anschluss, or annexation of Austria.  According to Jewish statistics at the time (a slight disagreement with Cohn’s figures), there were 181,778 Jews in Austria at this time, more than ninety percent of whom lived in Vienna.  Himmler would claim by Nazi standards that there were 220,000 Jewish people. Hitler and Goebbels sought their complete destruction. [footnoteRef:17] [17: Why did the Nazis do it?  One answer lies in the compelling, obsessive Nazi need for total domination.  A second explanation is a rather simple one, provided by Göebbels in one of his diary entries:  “We are so entangled in the Jewish question,” he wrote on March 2, 1943, “that henceforth it is impossible to retreat.  All the better a movement and a people that have burned their bridges behind them and fight with a great deal more energy.  Experience shows it, in those who are still able to retreat.”  But there were even more basic reasons for the final solution.  The Führer was intoxicated with his sheer political view of racism.  If it was important to wage ruthless biological warfare against Slavs and Gypsies, why should the most odious people of all have been exempted, especially if, as Hitler believed with every fiber of his being, the Jews were the one supranational force which seriously threatened the Nazi master plan of dominating Europe and central Asia?  Indeed, until the very end of his life, the Nazi chieftain remained profoundly convinced that the Jews stood all powerful in every corner of the world where a German must stand instead (Sachar 1958:458).] 

Brockway quoted from the IRM the effect this had on the Jewish residents of this one-time center of Jewish intellectual life and culture.
By the 20th, Der Sturmer was on show on the street corners.  Within a short time the German racial laws were in force and an estimated 47,000 of the city’s Jewish population of 176,000 were reduced to poverty.  In four months the number of Jewish suicides in Vienna alone was computed at about 7,000 (1987:45).
A Viennese Christian described the details of the Nazi onslaught of Vienna to Joseph Hoffman Cohn who then summarized what he had heard in a letter to a friend.  Part of this description was printed in The Chosen People magazine and provides us with a graphic description of the events of those days:
I just returned from across the water with a heavy heart.  There is no dodging the fact that the Jews of Central Europe are facing extermination within the next five years unless the Lord comes in the meantime or unless there is a complete reversal of the present Jew hatred programs in Europe.  It was heart sickening to meet the Austrian and German Jews and to hear from their lips such stories as belong only in the annals of aboriginal savagery and brutality.  Wives separated from their husbands, children torn from their parents, agony heaped upon agony until the Jew who escapes from this hell torment takes on the haggard look of a hunted beast.  Multitudes of helpless and innocent Jews, men, women, children, were seized upon in the streets of Vienna by the Nazi soldiers and, without being given opportunity to go back to their homes to report on what had happened, were marched off to concentration camps for what these brutal Nazis call “protective custody.”  And what a custody!  It is better, I think, to pull down the curtain and not even attempt to tell of what went on and what is continuing to go on in these unspeakable places of filth, torture and licentiousness (CP 1938b, 2:1).
The Nazis allowed Austrian Jews to emigrate during the first few years following the Anschluss.  Between July and September 1938, 8,600 Jews per month left Austria.  By 1939, 109,060 Jews had left and only 66,260 remained.  In November 1939, Eichmann gave them a year to leave, but less than 12,000 were able to do so and by the end of the war it was discovered that the remaining 53,403 had almost all been sent to camps and killed (EJ 1971, 3:898-900).
The SIM, along with the SFOI and with the help of funds from the United States, had begun a major effort to rescue Jews, especially Hebrew Christians.  The window provided by the Nazis between 1938 and 1940 gave missions an opportunity to do everything in their power to get the Jewish Christians out of Austria (IMCCAJ 1940:1).
Brockway asserts, “The relief of refugees took precedence over evangelistic effort so long as the mission stations in Vienna, Warsaw and Germany were allowed to function” (1987:46).
Yet we cannot but note from the reports of the missionaries that their relief work was usually linked with continued evangelistic efforts.  They did not seem to feel that one had to be sacrificed because of the other.
The missions viewed relief and even the “smuggling” of Jews out of Vienna, not as contradictory to their missionary task, but rather as part of their obligation to serve the Lord and the Jewish people.  As they helped Jews out of Vienna, these missionaries were able to speak to the Jewish people about Jesus.
Cohn reported in 1938 on Lichtenstein’s work during the early days of the Nazi occupation:
Our latest report is that Mr. Emmanuel Lichtenstein is still able to continue in a limited way the work in Vienna, although it is feared that he will not be allowed to keep on much longer.  From a recent report we select a few important paragraphs that our readers can get a little inside view of some of the conditions we have to meet in this newest center of Nazi brutality:
“The tasks in our mission work increase from day to day and the stream of Jewish people applying for help becomes longer every day.  We know that we would not be able to solve these tasks without God’s help and support. We receive many letters from Jews and Hebrew Christians who already have left Austria and most of those letters are very touching.  It is very encouraging to learn that our help to those people was not in vain because they now understand that it is most important to trust the Lord who alone can give them a real help in their distress” (CP 1938c 3:12).
Conrad Hoffman emphasized the necessity of these activities on behalf of the Jewish people in a report to the IMC meeting in 1938 at Tamboram:
The events in Europe since our [IMCCAJ] Vienna meeting have greatly altered the situation and are necessitating a change in our plans.  Many of the latter have been completely upset.  We are compelled therefore to make new plans.  There are, it seems to me, certain primary tasks which we as Jewish missionary agencies are duty bound to undertake.  The fact that we are doing mission work makes these tasks our inescapable responsibility at the present time (Brockway 1987:83).[footnoteRef:18] [18: Brockway is quoting from the preliminary report by Conrad Hoffman, late July 1938] 

Hoffman went on to detail some of what was being done:
Already the mission centers in Hamburg, Berlin and Vienna and to a less extent Prague and Budapest have realized the needs that have arisen and are rendering invaluable service.  The Swedish Friends have recently opened a center in Paris for similar service, provided government permissions for continuation can be obtained.  These activities need to be greatly expanded by increased money and personnel (Brockway 1987:83).
Conrad Hoffman continued to devote much of his efforts to getting Jews out of Nazi areas.  The doors were closing quickly and soon the SIM in Vienna alone provided one of the remaining routes of escape.  In his note to William Paton of the IMC, Hoffman said that he was trying to arrange steamship transportation but the steamship companies were refusing to accept German Marks for payment.  Hoffman then made a telling comment to Paton which indicates the level of activity at the mission in Vienna:  “Apparently, our Swedish Mission in Vienna and even the Pfarrar Grueber in Berlin are still able to carry on.  Just this morning we had another batch of correspondence from both centers while dealing with refugees” (1939a).
Years later Göte Hedenquist, the leader of the SIM in Vienna and later the director of the IMC described the events and activities of the SIM in Vienna:
The work of the International Committee was of special importance during the years before World War II, when it was engaged in trying to rescue as many as possible of the Christians of Jewish origin from Nazi persecution.  In spite of the threatening political atmosphere of war, the International Missionary Council’s Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews in 1937 convened in Vienna a large Jewish missionary conference.
The refugee question was one of the greatest problems of that conference, and thanks to the personal contacts made between different countries at this conference, it was possible during the next three years to rescue thousands of people from concentration camps and annihilation.  The Swedish Mission to the Jews in Vienna became the headquarters for this relief action and could report when its doors had to be closed in 1941 that over 3,000 Christians of Jewish origin in its care had been able to leave Germany and Austria in order to build a better future in other parts of the world (1954:6).
Lichtenstein was able to continue his work with the Swedes into 1939, although Cohn feared for his safety.  Cohn wrote about Lichtenstein:
Pray for us in Vienna, Austria.  We know not when our beloved brother Lichtenstein may be arrested and put into a concentration camp.  “Jew hate” now waxes hotter in Germany just because of war conditions.  I saw Mr. Lichtenstein this summer when he came over to London to visit me.  He is a saintly brother and a self-sacrificing one.  I begged him not to return to Vienna for fear of his life, but he insisted on going, claiming it would be sheer cowardice and disobedience to God to shirk his duty.  He told me he would stay there until he is driven out.  He surely needs our prayers (1939:3).
The following lengthy description of Lichtenstein’s ministry by Cohn gives us some unique insights into the actual day-to-day struggle that the missionaries were facing during this terrible time:
In spite of the war conditions in Germany, the Nazis have left unmolested the work in which we have a share in Vienna of Old Austria.  The Jewish mission with which we are affiliated there is maintained by the brethren of the Swedish Missionary Society, with headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden.  Through these brethren, we have been supporting our Mr. Emmanuel Lichtenstein, concerning whom we wrote a few words last month.
Emmanuel Lichtenstein has been doing a wonderful piece of Christian work as our representative and through him we have been able to carry on a splendid amount of relief work among the Jewish refugees, particularly among those who had forsaken it all and counted it nothing for the prize of the high calling of Christ Jesus.  Perhaps it is because through the Swedish brethren a good deal of outside money is coming into Vienna, including the funds we ourselves are able to send, that the Nazis have not yet closed this mission.  But totally apart from any guesses for the reasons why the mission is being allowed to carry on its purposes, we are thankful to God for the continuance of the opportunity of gospel preaching.
The director of the Vienna mission told me how Mr. Lichtenstein had endeared himself to those poor Jews, hundreds and thousands of them, and how he had been able to organize by means of a staff of twelve volunteer workers, a beautifully systematized program of visitation, relief, employment seeking, refugee immigration, hospital care and many other activities (CP 1939e, 2:8-9).
Clearly the ABMJ was very much involved in rescuing Jews from Vienna and a fate of certain death.  This activity, according to Cohn, continued into the latter part of 1939:
We continue in Austria because our connections there are with the Swedish brethren.  We have also been hoping to do something by way of re-colonization.  At the moment there is not much to report.  However, we are not waiting for a wholesome scheme to develop, but we are going ahead with individual cases as fast as we can so that we can do so without undue delay and without undue rashness (CP 1939b, 5:6).
What is most incredible is Cohn’s report in an August 1940 letter to the ABMJ constituency, informing his readers that as late as 1940 Lichtenstein’s work continued.  Cohn wrote:  “The last reports we had told us of the mission halls being crowded to the full with Jews eager to hear the gospel, baptisms continuing without ceasing and the ministry of the Word having wonderfully free access [to the people]” (CP 1940c:3).
Otto Singer, working among the Jews of New York City on behalf of the ABMJ, told the story of one family that had received the Lord in Vienna and was able to escape the Nazis.  He reported the following in The Chosen People magazine:
Brother S. was a manager in a large department store in Vienna for more than twenty years.  After the Anschluss, he lost his position and he could not get any job, because he was a non-Aryan.  He came in contact with our Lichtenstein at the Swedish Jewish mission in Vienna.  In a short time he accepted the Lord Jesus as his personal savior and confessed his faith in baptism.  Through the efforts of the Society of Friends, a Christian in the State of Ohio provided him with an affidavit.  Several weeks ago he arrived in New York and we rented a room for him because he could not and would not live with his Jewish brother here.  S. came to our services regularly and was a blessing to others (CP 1940a 6:8).
Certainly, Cohn saw the situation becoming intolerably complicated, ultimately endangering Lichtenstein and his family.  He reported the intensification of Nazi deportations to his Chosen People readers in the spring of 1941 as follows:
Within the last three or four days, however, the radio news bulletins broadcast the very information that we had received in these cables and personal letters.  So now that the information is made public, we can likewise inform our readers.  The startling news was that the Nazis, in control of the city of Vienna, have resorted to the shameful and diabolical crime of setting loose among the Jewish population of Vienna the germs of typhus so that the poor Jews of that city have been infected with typhoid en masse, and this has given the Nazis their excuse now of wholesale deportation of Jews.  Many are packed in cattle cars and others are driven across the fields of Austria to some place of quarantine in Poland “for their protective safety!”  Of course the obvious objective is clear enough, and that is the utter destruction of these helpless victims of Satanic fury (CP 1941b, 6:10).
He asked for prayer on behalf of Emmanuel Lichtenstein and his family as the ABMJ tried to get him out of Austria to safety and another field of service:
Our friends are asked especially to pray for our missionary in Vienna, Emmanuel Lichtenstein, and for the numerous other missionaries with whom he was associated there and for the many hundreds of Jewish Christians who have flocked to the mission of Seegasse as a shelter in the hour of terror.  We are doing our utmost to get Lichtenstein out of Vienna and to transfer him to some South American port such as Buenos Aires where he would continue as our missionary.  There are currently many thousands of refugee Jews in Buenos Aires.
We are also trying, in case it proves to be impossible to get Lichtenstein into the Argentine, to locate him in Shanghai, where at the present time there are about 20,000 refugee Jews, many of them believers on the Lord Jesus Christ (CP 1941b, 6:10).
Cohn also gave us some idea of the interplay between the Nazis and the SIM.
In Vienna the situation is highly complicated.  There we have been supporting Mr. Emmanuel Lichtenstein under the protection of the Swedish Jewish Missionary Society, which owns and operates a fine and efficiently equipped Jewish mission building in one of the Jewish districts of Vienna.  To Mr. Lichtenstein we have been forwarding monthly funds for distribution among the refugees.  So here also it has been a case of our missionaries spending our own money, receiving a salary from us directly, being accountable to us likewise and working under our instruction under supervision by the Swedish Mission Society.
Through some financial arrangements between the Swedish government and the Nazis who at the present writing are still on friendly terms, we can ship our money to Stockholm and through that channel we are able to get the funds into Vienna.  However, there is no guarantee as to how long the situation will continue.  The latest advices are that the Nazis have now stipulated that the Swedish Mission shall establish a hospital in Vienna to care for sick Jews because the Nazi government will not provide hospitalization for Jews.  If the Vienna Mission will do this they will be allowed to continue in the missionary and relief work.
They are imploring us for a guarantee of at least $3,000 a month to maintain such a hospital, and they tell us that we are their only hope, because remittances from Great Britain have ceased entirely.  But we are skeptical as to the integrity of any Nazi promises and there is no guarantee that after the hospital is built and equipped the Nazis will not confiscate the property for their own use just as they did in the case of Pastor Arnold Frank’s beautiful hospital buildings in Hamburg.  So we feel we cannot undertake any obligation in connection with such a request, but will continue with monthly remittances as long as we have the least chance to do gospel preaching and relief work there.  This is something else for our beloved friends to pray about and to ponder over (CP 1940b, 8:5-6).
Birger Pernow, at the pre-Evanston meeting of the American section of the IMC in 1954, revealed further details about the activities of the SIM in rescuing Jewish people during the war.  He wrote:
During the Nazi persecution, the King of Sweden intervened on behalf of the Jews and much was done in order to rescue and support the victims.  In this connection I wish to remind you that our Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews was the first Christian organization which took any measures to rescue and support the threatened Jews on the Continent.
The leader of our Swedish Mission in Vienna, Mr. Hedenquist, called me by cable to come down immediately after Hitler had conquered Vienna.  After seeing all the cruelties experienced by the Jews during the first week, especially at the hands of the S. S. men, we understood that we had to face a terrible disaster in Europe.
I wrote immediately to the secretary of our committee, Dr. Hoffman, in New York, and asked him to call the committee to a special meeting in London, the 3rd of May 1938.  There, steps were discussed in order to rescue the threatened Jews on the Continent.  They were able to rescue in time, out of Vienna, about 1,000 children and 2,000 adults (1954:11).
The SIM in Vienna was still allowed to carry on its work without hindrance from the authorities.  Bible study groups and church services were all crowded, according to a report in the IRM (Paton and Underhill 1940:108).
The work of the SIM continued into 1941 and the Christian public was well aware of their efforts in rescue and relief:
A considerable amount of missionary work in the European countries now under occupation by the German armies has had to be suspended and there is little news of those missionaries who are still in those countries.  On the other hand, missionaries are still at work in Hungary and the Balkans, North Africa, Palestine and , and reports from these centers are encouraging.  In Austria the Swedish Mission and the Society of Friends are striving to minister to the needs of the Christian Jews (Paton and Underhill 1941:94).
Lichtenstein survived the threats on his life in Vienna.  In the April 1941 issue of The Chosen People magazine, Cohn mentioned that Lichtenstein had escaped by plane from Vienna to Stockholm (CP 1941c, 7:13).
From Stockholm he immigrated to Buenos Aires where he continued in missionary work, mostly among the other survivors of the Nazi atrocities who had moved to South America.  
By the end of the war, 70,000 Austrian Jews were slaughtered and an additional 20,000 who had “escaped” to other countries in Europe died as well, as the Nazis had entered the countries to which they fled.  Many more, especially the Jewish believers, would have also died were it not for the heroic efforts of the missionaries in Vienna.
Suggestions for our Consideration as Missions to the Jewish People
In light of the ways missions to the Jews in the past have intervened in life of the Jewish people when the Jewish people are under threat – we should consider the following:
1. Jewish missions should be involved in serving the Jewish community and therefore involved in countering antisemitism and enlisting the help of the church is doing the same.  Chosen People Ministries did 8 on line petitions in the last 15 months to counter antisemitism, along with blogs and some additional articles in our newsletters.

2. Countering antisemitism is not only a witness of God’s love for Israel and the Jewish people but also an affirmation of God’s ongoing election of the Jewish people and a recognition that Satan is the cosmic cause of what is should also be viewed as a spiritual problem.

3. As Jewish Missions we are bridges of grace between the church and the Jewish community to help mobilize Christians to stand with the Jewish people in opposing anti-Semitism. These activities along could potentially save lives.

4. We have the opportunity to utilize social media as a way to communicate to the Jewish community in the greater body of Christ. We should take advantage of these great new tools to do online advocacy; FB ads, petitions, prayer declarations etc.  We can also use our publications and use of Christian media to do the same.

5. We do want to urge people to action but perhaps one of the unique opportunities we have is to gather and disseminate information to Christians because the Christian community generally trusts our ministries. Good information can go a long way in helping our fellow believers understand the urgency of the situation and to hopefully and prayerfully take action.


 A Call to Action:

In a recent blog on our web site, I commented on an event that took place in New York City that I believe encourages us to take rightful action, on a personal basis against anti semitism and racism in general.

Some things are just too horrible to let pass! This was the theme of an article, which appeared in a recent copy of the New York Times. The horrible act that could not go unnoticed was the writing of anti-Semitic statements on the walls of subway cars in New York City. A number of good Samaritans saw the remarks and came up with the idea of erasing them utilizing hand cleaner which has high alcohol content and is able to cut through the thick, waxy strokes of a sharpie pen.

I cannot tell you how happy I am that these everyday New Yorkers took the initiative to act on their outrage and eradicate these despicable statements. In fact, one of those who was part of this admirable neighborly act took some pictures with his phone of the graffiti being erased and posted it on his Facebook site. Thankfully, more than a half-million people – and growing – took note of what was done and affirmed his actions and those of the others who would not allow these horrific statements to stand and be seen by others.
As a New Yorker, a Jewish person and a follower of Jesus the Messiah – I am impressed by what these good citizens did on behalf of the Jewish people. By their names, does not seem that any of those who took action were actually Jewish themselves.

It seems to me that as long as we have brave souls who will not sit back and allow others to vent their hate in public – actions which tend to embolden those who already have twisted racial views including anti-Semitism – I believe that our country has hope!
You've probably heard the overused statement that all we need to do to allow the cancer of tyranny and hatred to destroy our souls in our community – is nothing. There are two verses in the Bible that these brave souls put into action – probably without knowing it – that might inspire our continued noble resistance to hatred against Jewish people and others.

First of all, the Jewish prophet Micah, writes,

He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

Additionally, Jesus – the Messiah said,
You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. (Matthew 5:13)

Clearly, I am not neutral on the actions taken by these goodhearted, just, kindness loving, humble – and I might add brave – New Yorkers and appreciate their immediate actions on behalf of the Jewish people and against racial hatred in general. Erasing those remarks took courage. Their actions reflect the first century understanding of salt as used for preserving food – and adding flavor and taste as well. Their quick thinking acts of heroism demonstrate to me that New Yorkers and hopefully Americans in general believe we have a culture of freedom, respect and goodness that is worth preserving.  And we are willing to put our action to our most cherished values.
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